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Course Description

Intermediate Agriscience is a one-credit course that provides students with an
intermediate understanding of the Agriculture, Food and Natural Resources cluster,
which contains five pathways—Power, Structure, and Technical Systems; Environmental
and Natural Resources Systems; Animal Systems; Plant Systems; and Agribusiness
Systems. Students are involved in classroom and laboratory activities in each of the five
pathway areas. The emphasis for Intermediate Agriscience is plant systems. The
curriculum will provide opportunities for Career Readiness Indicators utilizing resources
from the Alabama Green Industry Training Center-- Landscape Management Technician,
and Urban Forestry.

Content standards for this course are not intended to serve as the entire curriculum.
Teachers are encouraged to expand the curriculum beyond the limits of these content
standards to accommodate specific community interests and utilize local resources.

Intermediate Agriscience is part of a four course sequence that comprises the General
Agriscience Program. This course should be offered in series along with Fundamentals of
Agriscience, Advanced Agriscience, and Applied Agricultural Mechanics to 9th through
12th grade students. It is strongly encouraged that Fundamentals of Agriscience be
required as a pre-requisite for this course.

Career and technical student organizations are integral, co-curricular components of each
career and technical education course. These organizations serve as a means to enhance
classroom instruction while helping students develop leadership abilities, expand
workplace-readiness skills, and broaden opportunities for personal and professional
growth.



Course Goals

This course encourages critical thinking skills, use of the scientific method, integration of
technology, development of student leadership skills, and application of knowledge and
skills related to practical questions/problems. Safe field and laboratory investigations
should be used in instruction to maximum extent possible to illustrate scientific concepts
and principles and to support inquiry instruction.

This course emphasizes SAEP and FFA opportunities that develop students’ potential for
premier leadership, personal growth, and career success.

Career Technical Student Organization ( CTSO): FFA

FFA is a dynamic youth organization that is an intra-curricular component of an
agriscience program. FFA offers a variety of opportunities for members to get involved
through leadership conferences, scholarship opportunities, and competitive events. The
FFA Mission is to make a positive difference in the lives of young people by developing
their potential for premier leadership, personal growth, and career success through
agriscience education. To find out more about F FA, please visit www.alabamaffa.org or
www.{fa.org.

Prerequisites

None

Essential Questions

Credit
One Carnegie Unit

Student Fees
$25.00

Evaluation/Assessment

Student grades will be based on a variety of daily exercises averaged with their test
scores on the individual units of instruction. Forty percent of the final grade per grading
period (9 weeks) will be based on daily work to insure that students will have ample
opportunity to maintain adequate course grades. Fifty percent of the grade will be based
on test grades. Daily work will include but not be limited to objective exercises, class
participation, group work, shop/lab projects, and other forms of assessment that promote
higher order thinking skills. Ten percent of the final grade per grading period will be
based on employability skills. Semester grades will be calculated according to the
method approved by school administration which will include mid-term and final exam
scores.

Grading Method:
Nine Weeks’ Grade:
A. 10% Employability Skills
B. 40% Daily Work
C. 50% Tests



10% Employability Skills:

On the job, it is so important for you to be organized, to be able to follow directions, to be at work
on time, to have good attendance, to keep neat work areas, and to maintain professional behavior. In an
effort to help build these characteristics in each agriscience student, part of every nine weeks’ grade will be
“Employability Skills”. Everyone begins each nine weeks with a grade of 100 for Employability Skills. It
is so easy to keep the 100 and let this portion of your total grade help your average; or, you can lose points
from this part of your grade and hurt your average for the following reasons:

1. Unexcused Absence from class = -2 points per violation
2. Tardy to class = -2 points per violation
3. Coming to class without proper supplies = -2 points per violation
4. Failure to clean up your work area and leave it neat = -2 points per violation
(Chair pushed under table, Paper/Trash removed from table, Clean-up from shop projects)
5. Not remaining seated in assigned seat until the bell rings and do not stand at the door = -5 points
per violation
6. Any disorderly conduct that interferes with our classwork = -2 points per violation
7. Not wearing all required safety equipment (PPE) = -3 points per violation
8. Returning to classroom from assigned lab area without permission = -5 points per violation
9. Repeated misbehavior will result in a zero employability grade
RHS Grading Scale
A =90-100
B = 80-89
C=70-79

F =69 and below

Culminating Product(s)

The agriscience II class will build a few larger wood shop projects. These projects will
give students an opportunity to use the safety rules learned for the shop and an
opportunity to use many of the pieces of shop equipment that they have learned to use
during the class.

Available Student Industry Credential(s)
1. Landscape Management Technician = CRI
2. Urban Forestry =CRI

For More Information
on the Agriscience Program at Russellville
High School Contact:

Donnie Nichols
Agriscience Instructor
256-331-2110

Natalie Bendall
Career/Technical Coordinator
256-331-2112 or EXT. 1302



No person shall be denied employment, be excluded fiom participation, be denied the benefits of. or
subjected to discrimination in any program or activity on the basis of race, color, disability, sex, religion,
national origin, or age by the Russellville City School System. Equal access shall be available to the Boy
Scouts and other designated youth groups. The Superintendent, Heath Grimes, has been designated as the
person coordinating the Russellville City Schools’ effort to implement this non-discriminatory policy. If
there are questions or concerns, contact him by phone at 331-2000, by e-mail at
heath.grimes(@rcs.k12.al.us ,or in writing at 1945 Waterloo Road, Russellville, AL 35653.

Heath Grimes, Title IX Coordinator Claudia Askew, 504 Coordinator
Russellville City Schools Russelbville City Schools

1945 Waterloo Road 1945 Waterloo Road
Russellville, AL 35653 Russellville, AL 35653
256-331-2000 256-331-2107

heath.grimes@rcs.k12.al.us claudia. askew@rcs.kl2.al.us




Intermediate Agriscience (Ag IT) Curriculum

Course # 420102

Intermediate Agriscience is a one-credit course that provides students with an intermediate understanding
of the Agriculture, Food and Natural Resources cluster, which contains five pathways—Power, Structure,
and Technical Systems; Environmental and Natural Resources Systems; Animal Systems; Plant Systems;
and Agribusiness Systems. Students are involved in classroom and laboratory activities in each of the five
pathway areas. The emphasis for Intermediate Agriscience is plant systems. The curriculum will provide
opportunities for Career Readiness Indicators utilizing resources from the Alabama Green Industry
Training Center, Landscape Management Technician, and NCCER.

Content standards for this course are not intended to serve as the entire curriculum. Teachers are
encouraged to expand the curriculum beyond the limits of these content standards to accommodate
specific community interests and utilize local resources.

Intermediate Agriscience is part of a four course sequence that comprises the General Agriscience
Program. This course should be offered in series along with Fundamentals of Agriscience, Advanced
Agriscience, and Applied Agricultural Mechanics to 9 through 12 grade students. It is strongly
encouraged that Fundamentals of Agriscience be required as a pre-requisite for this course.

Career and technical student organizations are integral, co-curricular components of each career and
technical education course. These organizations serve as a means to enhance classroom instruction while
helping students develop leadership abilities, expand workplace-readiness skills, and broaden
opportunities for personal and professional growth.

Students will...
Agribusiness Systems

1. Identify career and entrepreneurship opportunities in the field of agribusiness.
2. Explain the responsibilities of business ownership.
3. Define the characteristics of an effective entrepreneur.

* Analyzing the components of the entrepreneurship SAE

4. Compare the types of business ownerships. (sole proprietorship, franchise, partnership,
limited liability corporation {LLC}, corporation).

5. Discuss roles and functions of management, major components of the free enterprise system,
law of supply and demand and characteristics of organizational structures of business.

6. Discuss depreciating capital, types of accounting systems and sources and procedures for
obtaining agribusiness loans.



7. Develop marketing strategies of entrepreneurial services and products.
e Interpreting research data on market trends

Foods and Food Processing

8. Explain the percentage of each food dollar that is spent on marketing.
e Exploring the effect of advertising on consumers

Natural Resources and Environmental Management

9. Identify employment opportunities in the natural resources career areas.
e Analyzing career opportunities in forestry

e Analyzing career opportunities in fish and wildlife management

e Analyzing career opportunities in environmental management/ecology

10. Identify potential safety hazards in Alabama forests.
e Jdentifying hazards when dealing with wildlife

e Identifying hazards when dealing with wild plants (e.g. poison oak)

e Applying safety practices when hunting, boating, or using an atv

11. Evaluate the safe use of a chainsaw.
e Cataloguing chainsaw parts

o Identifying personal protective equipment when using a chainsaw
¢ Employing the safe use of a chainsaw
e Demonstrating proper maintenance of a chainsaw

1. Adjusting and sharpening a chain on a chainsaw

12. Interpret map characteristics and features.
e Distinguishing markings on maps (topographical and projection)
1. Examples: colors, symbols, contour lines
e Using scale to determine distance on maps

13. Explain basic forest management practices utilizing the Forestry FFA CDE booklet.
e Comparing aquatic and terrestrial ecosystems

e Categorizing wetlands, woodlands, grasslands/pasture, and forest lands



Plant Systems

14. Evaluate safety practices used in plant systems.
¢ Indentifying personal protective equipment when dealing with plants and herbicides

® Describing the importance of pest management in the agricultural industry

e Comparing types of pesticides and how they control pests

15. Explain basic concepts of agronomy utilizing the FFA Land CDE booklet.
e Evaluating soil texture

e Determining slope and distance

e Analyzing land capabilities

16. Identify the requirements needed to conduct a successful vegetable production operation.
e  Analyzing plant nutrient requirements

e Determining plant fertilizer and lime requirements

17. Identify turf and landscape plants by common name.
® Reviewing the FFA Nursery Landscape CDE plant list

e Identifying common plant diseases

¢ Performing techniques for correctly planting landscape plants

18. Explore greenhouse/nursery management techniques.
e Create greenhouse /nursery production schedules

Differentiate techniques for maintaining greenhouse/nursery plants
1. Examples: transplanting, propagating, mulching, fertilizing, and irrigating
 Identifying the types of tree pruning practices and tools used to complete those
practices
¢ Explaining the impact of biotechnology on plant breeding
* Demonstrating the proper installation practices involved with being a Landscape

Management Technician.

19. Developing an understanding the installation and maintenance of an itrigation system
¢ Designing irrigation systems for greenhouse/nursery operations



POWER, STRUCTURAL, AND TECHNICAL SYSTEMS: CORRESPONDING NCCER
MODULE
Electricity

20. Describe the career paths one might follow in the electrical trades.
e Exploring the apprenticeship/training process for electricians

e Identifying the tasks typically performed by electricians

21. Explain, describe, and demonstrate the use of safety equipment, protective clothing, and
procedures applicable to agriculture in the electrical trade.

e Identifying major components and functions of an electrical system
e Recognizing PPE equipment and safe work practices
e Explaining the purpose of OSHA

e Describing techniques for finding shorts, grounds and opens in electrical circuits

22. Analyze components needed for wiring a structure.
e Defining voltage and identify the ways in which it can be producea

¢ Explaining the difference between conductors and insulators

® Defining the units of measurement that are used to measure the properties of
electricity

e Identifying the meters used to measure voltage, current, and resistance

e Explaining the basic characteristics of series and parallel circuits

23. Identify sources of electrical energy.
e Explaining the basic characteristics of combination circuits

o Calculating Kirchhoff’s voltage law, the voltage drop in series, parallel, and series-
parallel circuits
e (Calculating, using Kirchhoff’s current law, the total current in parallel and series-

parallel circuits

e Using Ohm’s law, find the unknown parameters in series, parallel, and series-parallel

circuits

24. Demonstrate techniques for making electrical splices and connections for a single-pole switch
with light, three-way switch with light, and a duplex receptacle.

*  Explain the role of the National Electrical Code® in residential wiring and describe

how to determine electric service requirements for dwellings



e Explain the grounding requirements of a residential electric service

e Calculate and select service-entrance equipment

o Select the proper wiring methods for various types of residences

» Compute branch circuit loads and explain their installation requirements

e Explain the types and purposes of equipment grounding conductors

o  Explain the purpose of ground fault circuit interrupters and tell where they must be
installed

e Size outlet boxes and select the proper type for different wiring methods

e Describe rules for installing electric space heating and HVAC equipment

* Describe the installation rules for electrical systems around swimming pools, spas,
and hot tubs

e Explain how wiring devices are selected and installed

e Describe the installation and control of lighting fixtures

Plumbing

25. Design water supply and sewage drainage systems for a structure.
¢ Describing the history of the plumbing profession

¢ Identifying the responsibilities of a person working in the plumbing industry
1. Evaluating the personal characteristics of a professional
ii.  Identifying the stages of progress within the plumbing profession and its
positive impact on society

e Identifying how green technology is incorporated into plumbing

26. Discuss the safe practices used in the plumbing trade.
e Describing the common unsafe acts and unsafe conditions that cause accidents

¢ Describing how to handle unsafe acts and unsafe conditions
1. Explaining how the cost of accidents and illnesses affects everyone on
site
ii. Demonstrating the use and care of appropriate personal protective
equipment
iii.  Identifying job-site hazardous work specific to plumbers
iv.  Identifying the benefits of a job safety analysis
e Explaining how to work safely in and around a trench

® Explain how to work safely in and around confined spaces



e Demonstrating the proper use of ladders
¢ Demonstrating how to maintain power tools safely

¢ Describing the lockout/tag out process

27. Identify tools used in plumbing.
e Identifying the basic hand and power tools used in the plumbing trade

¢ Demonstrating the proper use of plumbing tools
e Demonstrating the ability to select the proper tool(s) for tasks

e Demonstrating proper maintenance and storage for hand and power tools

28. Describing the safety requirements for using power and hand tools common to the plumbing
trade.

29. Explain the selection of specific types of pipe used in plumbing.
* Identifying the various types of plastic pipe

Evaluating the material properties, storage, and handling requirements of plastic
pipe

e Identifying the types of fittings and valves used with plastic pipe

e Demonstrating the techniques used in hanging and supporting plastic pipe

e Properly measuring, cutting, and joining plastic pipe

* Analyzing the hazards and safety precautions associated with plastic pipe



