Religion



What is Religion and What
Role does it Play in Culture?
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Describe how religion and language affect and
change each other to shape cultures.
(Consider what happens to a society’s religion
and language when a different religion or
language diffuses into the place).



Where did the Major Religions of
the World Originate, and How do
Religions Diffuse?



Classifications of Religions



Classifications of Religions



RELIGIONS
OF THE WORLD

HINDUISH
BUDOHISM
CHINESE RELIGK

OISM and

TRADTIONAL and
SHAMANIST RELIG

JUDASM

SECULARISM




HEARTHS OF RELIGION

Great River-Valley Civilizations Major Philosophical and Religious "Second-Stage” Revolutions
Revolutions

1000 B.C.E.
Yellow River ——————3 (Chinese Philosophy

Indus Valle . -
y Indian Religion

.
Vedic-Aryan

Culture

Tigris Judaic Monotheism

Euphrates __ Ancient Near

Eastern Christianity

) /—* Civilization —~—_
Mile Valley Greek Philosophy




From the Hearth of South Asia

originated in Indus River Valley over 4000 years ago.
* ritual bathing, karma, reincarnation
VELER
Ganges River
caste system
through South Asia and into Southeast Asia
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DIFFUSION OF FOUR
MAJOR RELIGIONS

C— Christianity H— Hinduism

| — Islam B—+ Buddhism




From the Hearth of South Asia

splintered from Hinduism 2500 years ago.
Originated in a region from Nepal south to the
Ganges River area.

anyone can achieve salvation, reach
enlightenment

Siddartha (the Buddha)
stupas

most strongly into Tibet in the north and
iInto East Asia

*



Buddhist Stupas -

/2 stupas, each containing a sculpture of the Buddha in meditation
were built around 800 CE and still stand in Borobudur, Indonesia.
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DIFFUSION OF FOUR
MAJOR RELIGIONS

C— Christianity H— Hinduism

| — Islam B—+ Buddhism







From the Hearth of Huang He
(Yellow) River Valley

originated in China more than 2500 years ago
* oneness of humanity and nature
Lao-Tsu
‘Book of the Way”
Feng Shui
East Asia



From the Hearth of Huang He
(Yellow) River Valley

originated in China about 2500 years ago
* real meaning of life lay in the present

Confucius
“Confucian Classics”
East Asia, Southeast Asia



From the Hearth of the
Eastern Mediterranean



From the Hearth of the
Eastern Mediterranean

originated in Southwest Asia about 4000 years ago.
* first major monotheistic religion, covenant between
God (one God) and Abraham (the chosen people)
Torah
Abraham
Jerusalem (Western Wall), land between
the Mediterranean and the Jordan River
Zionism
iInto European cities during the diaspora,
into N. America during WWII, into Israel over
last 50 years



!m ~
IE! [P -Jhr-»..fu

- -3 "-'-.'_'.1'-« T,







From the Hearth of the
Eastern Mediterranean

originated in Southwest Asia about 2000 years ago.
* monotheistic religion, follow teachings of Jesus to
achieve eternal life
Bible
Jesus (son of God)
Bethlehem, Jerusalem

* split into Eastern Orthodox and Roman
Catholic churches in 1054
* Protestant sect split off in 1400s and 1500s
into Western Europe, and then world wide
during colonialism and after.
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DIFFUSION OF FOUR
MAJOR RELIGIONS

C— Christianity H— Hinduism

| — Islam B—+ Buddhism




| Western Roman empire

Eastern Roman empire

BRITAIN

AFRICA

250 500 Kiloneters
250 500 Mies




SWITZERLAND: RELIGIONS
L Owver 85% Catholic ,|_| Over 85% Protestant
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From the Hearth of the
Eastern Mediterranean

originated on Arabian peninsula about 1500 years ago.
* monotheistic religion, revelations Muhammad
received from Allah, Five Pillars.
Qu’ran
Muhammad
Mecca, Medina, Jerusalem

* shortly after Muhammad’s death, split into Sunni Muslims (great
majority)
Shi'ite Muslims (concentrated in Iran)
across Arabian peninsula, across North

Africa, into Spain and also east into Southeast Asia
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DIFFUSION OF FOUR
MAJOR RELIGIONS

C— Christianity H— Hinduism

| — Islam B—+ Buddhism




Dar es Salaam

T ANDESs "

DIFFUSION OF ISLAM
630-1600 ce

100G 3000 Kaomaters

500 1000 1500 Mies




Minaret

(for call to prayer)

stands on the Sabah
State Mosque
In Kota Kinabalu, Malaysia
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RELIGIONS
OF THE WORLD

HINDUISH
BUDOHISM
CHINESE RELIGK

SM and

TRADTIONAL and
SHAMANIST RELIGI




Not on the Map



Rise of Secularism



Migration plays a large role in the diffusion of
religions, both universalizing and ethnic. As
Europe becomes more secular, migrants from
outside of Europe continue to settle in the
region. Imagine Europe 30 years from now.
Predict where in Europe secularism will be the
most prominent and where religious adherence
will strengthen.



How is Religion seen In the
Cultural Landscape?



Sacred Sites and Pilgrimage

places or spaces people infuse with religious
meaning.

purposeful travel to a religious site to pay
respects or participate in a ritual at the
site.
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RELIGIONS

(Percentage of people
practicing each)

Eastern
Orthodox ‘;}

Other
universalizing

Shiite Muslim Euddhist
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Other ethnic

East Asian ethnic
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Strongly Christian by A.D.
Strongly Christian by A.D. 600
Strongly Christian by A.D. 1100
an in A.D. 110
; of Roman Empire at its
extent, about A.D. 117

Roman roads
PAUL'S JOURNEYS
First
Second
Third
To Rome




Arclic Circle Hearth, about Ao 570
Muslim by ap. 632
Muslim by AD. 656
Muslim by ap. 750
Muslim by ap, 1300

Muslim after a.o. 1300
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No longer predominantly Muslim
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Tropic of Cancer

Hearth

Buddhism predominant from
third century B.c.

Buddhism predominant beginning
between third century B.c.
and seventh century ap

Buddhism predominant beginning
between eighth century a.c
and eleventh century ap.

Buddhism intermingled with
Confucianism and other ethnic
religions

400 800 MILES

400 800 KILOMETERS
No longer predominantly Buddhist

JO00 B NN

80° i 120 - 140°
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PERCENT SHINTO i ; PERCENT BUDDHIST \ PERCENT COMBINED

SHINTO AND BUDDHIST
80 and above 85 and above

65—79 70-84 Above average
= Shinto and Buddhist
5064 50-69

Above average
Below 50 ; Below 50 ’ Shinto, below

average Buddhist
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Shinto, abave
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Below average
Shinto and Buddhist
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Mew England (Cathalic)
Pennsylvania German (Lutheran)
Midland (Mixed)

Upper Midwest [Lutheran)

2 5

MAJOR RELIGIOUS REGIONS OF THE UNITED STATES

3

T50 Kilornelers

—s

500 Miles
: Altir Zebinsky

Southern (Baptist) Maormon
Peninsular Florida (Mixed) ‘Western (Mixed)
French Catholic Catholic concentrations

Southwest [Spanish Catholic)




TABLE 6-1 | Religions of the United States

250 million Christians
67 million Roman Catholics
4 million Orthodox
2 million a church of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America
2 million another Qrthodox church
83 million Protestants
35 million a Baptist church
16 million a Southern Baptist Convention church
5 million a National Baptist Convention, U.S.A., church
5 million a National Baptist Convention of America church
3 million a National Missionary Baptist Convention of America church
3 million a Progressive National Baptist Convention church
3 million another Baptist church
12 million a Methodist church
8 million a United Methodist church
4 million an African Methodist Episcopal or Episcopal Zion church
11 million a Pentecostal church
5 million a Church of God in Christ
3 million one of the Assemblies of God churches
2 million one of the Pentecostal Assemblies of the
world churches
1 million another Pentacostal church
8 million a Lutheran church
5 million an Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
2 million one of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod churches
1 million another Lutheran church

4 million a Presbyterian church
3 million a Presbyterian Church U.S.A.
1 million another Presbyterian church
2 million a Reformed church
1 million a United Church of Christ
1 million another Reformed church
2 million an Episcopal church
2 million a Church of the United Brethren in Christ
2 million one of the Churches of Christ
1 million a Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)
1 million a Seventh Day Adventist church
3 million another Protestant church
96 million other Christians
6 million a Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints
1 million a Jehovah’s Witness church
89 million marginal Christians, unaffiliated with a church, or affiliated
with multiple churches
7 million Muslims
5 million Sunni and Shiite Muslims
2 million Black Muslims
6 million Jews
3 million Buddhists
1 million Baha'is
1 million Hindus
4 million other faiths
30 million nonreligious or atheist
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Conflicts along Religious Borders

— Boundaries between the world’s major faiths.

— Boundaries within a single major faith.
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| Predominantly Muslim

| Predominantly Christian

IR Indigenous religions
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RELIGIOUS AFFILIATION
IN NORTHERN IRELAND

Protestant majority

| Catholic majority

-Gounty boundaries
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Religious
Fundamentalism and Extremism






