Art Masterpiece Lesson Plan

Title: The Thinker 
Artist:  Auguste Rodin
Grade:  6th 
Main Lesson Plan:

See info. on the artist and print.  Rodin is perhaps the most famous sculptor of the late 19th century.  Some people accused him of using real people to form the casts for his sculptures.  The real “Thinker is on display in Paris, France, but a copy of it can be found at the Rodin Museum in Philadelphia.  The sculptor was modeled out of clay and then the clay model used to form a mold in which liquid bronze was poured to make a metal sculpture.  See transparencies of “The Thinker” for different views-show to class.
Keywords:

Sculpture

Bronze- metal made from mixture of copper and tin

Modeling- manipulation of clay with hands or tools to form shape or give texture
Project:

This project is lengthy.  If the children don’t have enough time to paint, and your teacher won’t allow them to finish another time-call me, Aimee, 480-753-4433. Modeling a figure with Crayola model magic clay and painting it with bronze paint.  Give each child only one “square” of clay.  This clay is expensive, so we have to use it sparingly.  Crayola dries in the air and does not need to be baked to dry.  See attached directions for modeling figures and see example.  Have students write names on plates so we know whose project it is.  Have them give their sculpture a name. 
Materials Needed: 
Crayola Modeling Clay-PLEASE MAKE SURE TO SQUEEZE OUT ALL AIR FROM THE BAG AND SEAL IT COMPLETELY AND TIGHTLY, OR IT WILL DRY UP AND BE USELESS.
Small paper plates

Paint brushes

Toothpicks (to prop up figures while drying if needed.)

Bronze paint- THIS PAINT DOES STAIN.   You can pour paint on paper plates at a painting station and have students come up & paint when they are done sculpting.
Old shirts or smocks
