Rhetorical Precis

Definition of the Rhetorical Precis

A highly structured four sentence paragraph that records the essential elements of a unit of spoken or written discourse, including the name of the speaker/writer, the context of the delivery, the major assertion, the mode of development and/or support, the stated and/or apparent purpose, and the relationship established between the speaker/writer and the audience. Each of the four sentences requires specific information; students are also encouraged to use brief quotations to convey a sense of style and tone. 

Format
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“Stone Soup” Precis 


Barbara Kingsolver, creator of the Bellwether Prize and an honorary PhD from DePauw University, in her essay “Stone Soup” (High Tide in Tucson 1995) argues that a happy and whole family is not limited to the generic “Family of Dolls” nuclear family. Kingsolver develops her argument through the use of various pertinent examples, both anecdotal and historical, supplemented by thought provoking rhetorical questions and effective references to outside literature. She writes to abolish the irrational thinking that a family that does not fit the traditional mold is “broken” and “failed” in order to rectify society’s perception of these “broken homes.” Kingsolver writes for an audience of adults from as young as twenty years of age as shown with her sophisticated yet easy to understand writing style and the subject matter (though equally relevant to and understood by adolescent).

3. A statement of the author’s apparent purpose followed by and “in order” phrase. 





2. An explanation of how the author develops and/or supports the thesis, usually in 





chronological order.





1. Name of author, [optional: a phrase describing author], genre, and title of work and date in parenthesis (additional publishing information in parentheses or note) a rhetorically accurate verb (such as “assert,” “argue,” “suggest,” “imply,” “claim,” etc.); and a THAT clause containing the major assertion (thesis statement) of the work. 





4. A description of the intended audience and/or the relationship the author establishes 





with the audience.








