Rhetorical Devices 

rhetorical device - a use of language that creates a _________ effect. rhetoric - study of the technique and rules for using language effectively. device - something in an artistic work designed to achieve a particular effect.
Rhetorical devices are useful. It is _____ something is said, not what is said that usually wins the day. Having a good idea or something important to say is not enough. One must also get the message across to the intended recipient(s), and do it in such a way that both the message and its importance are received and understood.

1. Concession- Respectful acknowledgement of __________/opposition

2. Emotional appeal-appeal to reader’s fears, love, patriotism, family, religion, etc. 

3. Ethical appeal-appeal to reader’s morals/________
4. Rhetorical questions-answer to question is obvious, and therefore the question itself is inherently persuasive (yet writer may still answer for emphasis) 

5. Hyperbole-deliberate __________
6. Repetition-emphasizes key points, statements, or words 

7. Analogies/figures of speech-draw __________ to illustrate points

Figures of speech include metaphor, simile, personification, hyperbole, understatement, symbolism, paradox) 

8. Anecdotes-related _________ that bring argument to life 

9. Parallel structure- repeating grammatical forms to underscore similar ideas is a powerful tool for persuasion. By grammatically balancing words, phrases, and clauses, a writer enables readers to navigate an essay with ease. It also emphasizes key points.

10. Allusion- a reference in a work of literature to a character, place, or situation from another work of literature, music, art, or from __________ 

11. Euphemism- the substitution of a mild, indirect, or vague expression for one thought to be __________, harsh, or blunt

12. Irony-a contrast between appearance and reality. 

13. Juxtaposition- an act or instance of placing close together or side by side, esp. for __________or contrast (oxymoron is a type)

14. Motif- a recurring subject, theme, idea, etc., especially in a literary, artistic, or musical work

15. Pronouns- replacements or substitutes for _____ and noun phrases, such as we, us, they 

16. satire- the use of irony, sarcasm, ridicule, or the like, in exposing, denouncing, or deriding vice, folly

17. Syllogism- A form of deductive reasoning consisting of a major premise, a minor premise, and a conclusion

18. denotation vs. connotation-

denotation-the ______ or dictionary meaning of a word

connotation-the unspoken or unwritten meanings associated with a word beyond its dictionary definition. 
Loaded words-words with _____ positive or negative connotation

19. Diction-an author’s choice or words and the arrangement of those words in phrases, sentences, or lines of a poem

20. Syntax- the study of the ________ of formation of sentences and phrases from words (complex, simplistic, varying)

21. Other aspects to consider: formality of language 
Three Ways to Persuade

· Ethos: The writer’s/speaker’s character or image 

· Refers to the speaker’s character as it appears to the audience. If we believe that a speaker has “good sense, moral character, and goodwill,” we are inclined to believe what that speaker says to us. 

· A writer’s ethos is created largely by word choice and style. Don’t “thesaurusize” what you want to say; have it show your style

● Pathos: The emotions of the audience

· Emotions, such as anger, pity and fear, and their opposites, powerfully influence our rational judgments. 

· Appeals to emotions and passions are a very effective rhetorical technique, and very common in our society. 

· Logos: Logical arguments

· Is created through logic (reason or sound judgment)

Excerpt from Martin Luther King’s “I Have a Dream” speech 
I am happy to join with you today in what will go down in history as the greatest demonstration for freedom in the history of our nation. 

Five score years ago, a great American, in whose symbolic shadow we stand signed the Emancipation Proclamation. This momentous decree came as a great beacon light of hope to millions of Negro slaves who had been seared in the flames of withering injustice. It came as a joyous daybreak to end the long night of captivity.

But one hundred years later, we must face the tragic fact that the Negro is still not free. One hundred years later, the life of the Negro is still sadly crippled by the manacles of segregation and the chains of discrimination. One hundred years later, the Negro lives on a lonely island of poverty in the midst of a vast ocean of material prosperity. One hundred years later, the Negro is still languishing in the corners of American society and finds himself an exile in his own land. So we have come here today to dramatize an appalling condition.

In a sense we have come to our nation's capital to cash a check. When the architects of our republic wrote the magnificent words of the Constitution and the declaration of Independence, they were signing a promissory note to which every American was to fall heir. This note was a promise that all men would be guaranteed the inalienable rights of life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.

It is obvious today that America has defaulted on this promissory note insofar as her citizens of color are concerned. Instead of honoring this sacred obligation, America has given the Negro people a bad check which has come back marked "insufficient funds." But we refuse to believe that the bank of justice is bankrupt. We refuse to believe that there are insufficient funds in the great vaults of opportunity of this nation. So we have come to cash this check -- a check that will give us upon demand the riches of freedom and the security of justice. We have also come to this hallowed spot to remind America of the fierce urgency of now. This is no time to engage in the luxury of cooling off or to take the tranquilizing drug of gradualism. Now is the time to rise from the dark and desolate valley of segregation to the sunlit path of racial justice. Now is the time to open the doors of opportunity to all of God's children. Now is the time to lift our nation from the quicksands of racial injustice to the solid rock of brotherhood.
