12th Grade Expository Reading and Writing Research Project

Overview: This is a formal research writing and presentation project.  You will complete research in preparation for composing a formal research paper and presentation on a controversial issue based on the following persuasive writing prompt:
Contemporary life is marked by controversy.  Choose a controversial issue with which you are familiar.  Then, using appropriate evidence, write an essay that carefully considers the opposing position on this controversy and proposes a solution or compromise.

Project Process

Step One: Topic Selection, Statement of Intent and Partner Selection—

· Choose a reliable partner 

·  Select prospective topics for your research. Inform me and I will you give you permission (only one topic may be used in each class).

· Write a 250 word statement of intent in which you will explain your interest in the topic, any background information you already have, and how you will go about creating an exemplary research project. Possible topics include but are not limited to:

Race/Ethnicity/Culture
· Should certain television programs that perpetuate racial or ethnic stereotypes be banned or changed?

· Should hate groups have the right to express their beliefs publicly?

· If research shows that certain racial or ethnic groups receive poorer medical care on average, should this problem be corrected?

· Should Columbus Day be observed in public schools?

· Should Affirmative Action exist in the corporate world?

· Should certain kinds of advertisements that perpetuate racial stereotypes be banned or changed?
Politics/Law

· Do terrorist attacks justify any suspension of civil liberties in the name of national security?

· Should the United States election process be revised?

· Should the judicial system be reevaluated or changed because of racially unfair sentences?

· Should capital punishment (the death penalty) be suspended because of racial disparities?

· Should illegal immigrants have the right to receive US Healthcare?

· Should the primary method of public school funding—property taxes in individual school districts be amended to create more fairness in schools?
· Should America get involved in the foreign affairs of injustice? 
· Should the government ban assault weapons? 

· Should America work harder to support people who suffer from mental illness?

· Should gun ownership/permits become public information?
Environmental Issues/Science/Health:
· Should the government mandate all cars to meet higher environmental standards by becoming electric or hydrogen?
· Should the government mandate that all off shore drilling be banned?
· Should animals be used for research?

· Should America invest money in stem cell research?
· Should the racing industry be forced to use biofuels? 
· Should America work harder to support people who suffer from mental illness?
Education:
· Should America institute prayer in public schools? 
· Is Affirmative Action for state university enrollment or scholarships necessary to provide equal opportunity for all students? 
· Should fraternity or sorority hazing be banned be banned on all university campuses?

· Should public schools become single-sex schools? 
Culture/Athletics/ Fame:

· Should baseball or football players who are found to have used steroids be banned from the hall of fame?
· Should athletes have the opportunity to use steroids or other performance enhancing supplements?

· Should hazing be an acceptable practice in the athletic world?

· Should emerging, well known athletes be forced to take financial classes?

· Are professional athletes paid too much money?

· Are actors paid too much money?
Gender

· Should women be allowed in military combat? To what extent?

· Should certain kinds of advertisements that perpetuate gender stereotypes be banned or changed?

· Should certain television programs that perpetuate gender stereotypes be banned or changed?

· Should religious views or cultural norms overpower the right for gender equality?
Technology

· Does technological social networking pose a threat to society? 

· Does the internet pose a threat to society? This is a very open topic. Use your imagination.  
· Do violent video games cause behavior problems? 
*** Research topics/ideas can be modified with approval. You can also choose a different topic that is not on this list, but you must get approval. ***

Step Two: Research Portfolio: Once you have been assigned a debatable/controversial academic topic, you and your partner will begin to explore both sides of the argument.  

You and your partner will gather a variety of documents related to that subject.  Your partnership will build a Research Portfolio that includes a minimum of 10 documents from reputable sources:
1. Copy (Xerox) or print each item

2. Documents must vary in position (i.e. half Pro, half Con)

3. There should be 2 different types of sources among the 10 documents (online database and websites) 

4. Complete a typed Document Analysis (see handout for format/requirements) and staple to each document.

5. The decision: Once you have gathered and analyzed each document, you and your partner will meet and discuss findings and then choose which side of the issue you will develop into a research paper.

On Your Own:

6. Thinking Maps: Now develop a 2 thinking maps: Circle Map and Tree Map. Once confident with your maps, you may begin writing the prewrite.

7. Persuasive Essay Prewrite: Write the original persuasive essay prewrite in response to the prompt. Keep in mind that each research paper must synthesize information from at least 6 sources, including 2 different types of sources, into a coherent argument.

8. Submit the completed Research Portfolio for a grade

Step Three: Writing the rough draft. Using the persuasive essay prewrite, the original persuasive essay prompt, and the Research Paper Rubric write a 4 page research paper (including a Works Cited page). Use the OWL website which is linked to my website for appropriate documentation. If you need help identifying your type of source, please see me ASAP. 

Step Four: Peer Review: 

· You will have at least two peers read, revise, and edit your rough draft.  I will provide class time and the guidelines for the review. 

· Rewrite/ revise essay. I suggest each student have someone else revise your second draft; however, I will not give class time.

Step Five: Final Draft: Complete a final draft of your 4 page research paper (including a Works Cited page).

Step Six: Presentation: 

1. You will present a highly persuasive 8 minute presentation to the class.(If you feel your presentation may exceed the time requirement, please see me first for approval.) 

2. Be sure your presentation includes the rhetorical strategies you have analyzed throughout this class, ie. ethos, pathos, logos, rhetorical questions, allusions, use narrative or descriptive modes, language, repetition, etc. 

3. Your presentation should include one of the following: a powerpoint, visual display, video, the use of props, etc. Please see the presentation rubric for specific expectations. Be sure your presentation includes the rhetorical strategies you have analyzed throughout this class.
