8th Grade Reading

McDonald/Louis/Wilson
Welcome Back! Reading will include two components: the study of different forms of literature and the examination of informational reading to support the Science and Social Studies curriculum.  The literature portion of the class will explore poems, short stories, and novels, analyze author’s style, and develop independent reading.  The Core Reading portion will emphasize non-fiction reading strategies and skills that help students to become more successful in their academic and personal lives.

Students must bring a book to class every day.  The class will include Sustained Silent Reading (SSR), read aloud stories, group novels, literature book selections, and skills. Improving as critical readers, analyzing writing styles, and exploring the wonder of words is our goal in this class.  Also as we study topics related to Science and Social Studies, we will read short articles, essays, and charts and graphs.  Students will focus on skills such as identifying a claim and types of evidence, author’s purpose, text structure, fact vs. opinion, bias, and tone.  We will also study vocabulary terms to support the content area topics.
Grading:

Independent Reading (30% of grade)


30 Book Challenge--Books: 5+=A, 4=B, 3=C, 2=D Copy on bottom …most of this reading will be done at home.
Literature Study


(35% of grade)


Study and analysis of works of fiction
Core Reading 


(35% of grade)


Informational reading 
Homework is required in this class!  Students need to be reading at least 20 minutes a night.  Studies have proven that the most effective way of improving one’s reading, is to read at least 20 minutes a day.  Read, read read!!!
Please sign the form below and return to class ASAP. If you have any questions, please contact us via phone or email.
30 Book Challenge
	Biography/

Autobiography/

Memoir


	Science 
Fiction
	Non-fiction
	Poetry Anthology or
Novel in Verse
	Realistic

Fiction
	Reader’s Choice

	Biography/

Autobiography/

Memoir


	Science 

Fiction
	Non-fiction
	Fantasy
	Realistic

Fiction
	Reader’s Choice

	Battle of the Books


	Historical Fiction
	Non-fiction


	Fantasy
	Award 

Winner
	Reader’s Choice

	Magazine/

Newspaper


	Historical Fiction
	Mystery
	Parent Choice
	Classic
	Reader’s Choice

	Partner Read

	Challenge Book
	Mystery
	Teacher’s Choice
	Classic
	Reader’s Choice


------------------------Cut and Return the Bottom Portion----------------------
We have read, discussed, and understand the above information regarding 8th grade reading

 _________________________________________________________________

Student Name


Signature



Date

__________________________________________________________________
Parent Name


Signature



Date
