Supreme Court Case “Box it or Bag it”

Throughout our study of the judicial system, we have talked about civil rights and civil liberties that all American citizens have. In this project, you will identify civil rights and liberties that have been challenged and/or upheld by the Supreme Court and to analyze how individuals use the court system to protect their civil liberties and rights.

Begin your research with your text and then use the website www.oyez.org to learn more about your case. Once you have established the basis of your case you may go further on the Internet to do background research, if necessary.

Find out the following information about your case

1. History/background information about the case.

2. Main people, organizations, or public systems involved.

3. Civil right or liberty being challenged/upheld.
4. Constitutional question or issue being challenged.
5. State in which the case originated.

6. Year of the case.

7. Arguments for both parties that went before the Supreme Court.
8. The final vote tally.
9. The Supreme Court’s ruling on the case (summarize the majority, consenting and dissenting opinions).

10. Explanation of how the case affected a particular civil right/liberty to benefit America.  

Create a box or bag using your research

Your Supreme Court “bio bag” should be made from a bag of your choice (Ziploc, gift bag, brown bag, plastic shopping bag, etc.). IT MUST BE SCHOOL APPROPRIATE AND SHOULD BE DECORATED TO REFLECT SOME TYPE OF THEME ASSOCIATED WITH YOUR COURT CASE OR CIVIL RIGHT/LIBERTY.

The bag should contain the following materials:
1. A one page fact sheet (typed) about your case (answering #s 1-10 above).

2. 4 visual items that you can use in your presentation to explain the Supreme Court decision (be creative!).

3. A list of works cited should accompany the fact sheet.
Present the “box/bag”

1. Every person will make a 2-minute presentation to the class about your case using the box or bag. 

2. You will be graded on the presentation and the contents of the bag. 
3. Students in the audience are required to take notes on the cases being presented, to use on a quiz the day after the presentations.
Case list for bio bag activity: one case per person!
Marbury v. Madison

McCulloch v. Maryland

United States v. Nixon

Baker v. Carr

Bush v. Gore

Buckley v. Valeo

Lemon v. Kurtzman

Miller v. California

Texas v. Johnson

New York Times v. US

Plessy v. Ferguson

Regents of the University of California v. Bakke

Griswold v. Connecticut

Roe v. Wade

Gideon v. Wainwright

Miranda v. Arizona

Mapp v. Ohio

Heart of Atlanta Motel v. United States

Tinker v. Des Moines

Gitlow v. New York

Reno v. ACLU

Korematsu v. US

Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka

Swann v. Charlotte-Mecklenburg Board of Education

Escobedo v. Illinois
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Information presented clearly to class (spoken clearly/with appropriate volume) 








_____/25
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