Welcome to the RHS Academy

2016-2017 Guidelines 

Mrs. Ojeda, Ms. Kurfess, & Mr. Karr

We would like to welcome all new and returning students to the Academy for the 2016-2017 school year.  In the Academy, we use the APEX Learning program (apexvs.com).  Our goal in this classroom is to assist you in achieving your goal to succeed.  We are here to support you through your classes.  If there is something you need, just ask.  All classes will be approved by your parents/guardians.  We will sit down together and plan your classes for each semester but in the end, we need parent support and approval.  For each class, there are several different aspects: quizzes, discussions, journals, projects, and tests (in some cases other categories as well).  Some of these are completed online, others are done on paper.  All assignments that are counted toward your grade (and worth points) have an orange square next to them, in the APEX Learning program.  There is also a list of all assignments in the syllabus for each class – which can be found in Appendix A.  All classes have study guides that are meant to assist you in your learning.  These can all be printed from home as well as at school.  If we do not have copies of the study guide (or any other document) that you need, please let us know and we will print it for you.  Study guides are not graded but are helpful when reviewing the material, especially if it is new material.  You may also take your own notes when reviewing each new section.

QUIZZES

· The Apex program is set up to allow you two attempts at each quiz.  You need a predetermined score (usually 75%-80%) to move forward.  If you do not achieve a passing grade on a quiz, you have two options: reset or move on.

· In either case (reset or progress) you may be asked to complete the study guide that accompanies the section as well as any checkup problems that are provided.  You must also talk to the teacher who teaches that class specifically before you are allowed a reset or move on.

RESETS

· You will be allowed up to eight quiz resets for each class (ten for math classes).  You can use a quiz reset at any time, but once you have used all eight (or ten) resets, all scores will remain unchanged.

· In order to use a quiz reset, you may be required to complete the study guide that accompanies the section as well as any checkup problems that are provided.  Once you have shown completion of said activities, your quiz will be reset (by the teacher of your class) and you will have an additional attempt to take the quiz.

· You will be allowed to reset ONE test (CST) per class.  Once you have chosen to use your test reset, it is gone.  

TESTS

· ALL tests will be taken in the classroom.  We have to “unlock” all tests before you can take them.  We make you take these tests in the classroom to ensure that you are indeed the one taking the tests, not someone else.  You must contact the teacher of the class in order to take any CST or TST. 
· The wrap-up for each unit consists of two parts:  a CST (computer scored test) and a TST (teacher scored test - written).  You must take a TST before taking the next CST.  For example, at the end of Unit 1, you will take a CST.  Before taking the CST for Unit 2 of the same class, you must have completed the TST for Unit 1 as well as the CST.  This will help you to stay on track and will not allow you to take all the written tests at the end of the semester.  

· You get to reset one CST for each class.  You can use this reset at any time.  You can wait until the end of the semester if you so choose, and retake the test that you received the lowest score on.  The choice is completely up to you.

· You do not get to reset any of your finals.  There are also two parts to the finals in most classes: computer and teacher scored. 
ENGLISH PRACTICES

· All English classes involve writing practices.  

· All English practice assignments will be typed and submitted electronically (via e-mail, APEX, or flash drive).

· You must complete all practice assignments in a given unit before testing in that unit. 
· All projects must be submitted electronically.  

· Feedback will be provided on each paper.  You are always welcome to ask questions about the grades you have received and why.  

ELECTRONIC SUBMISSION THROUGH APEX

· You can submit assignments to us through the APEX system.  Simply type your assignment in a Word document (on your laptop) and save it.  Please make sure that your name, class, and assignment number are all saved in your document.

· To send electronically, log into your APEX account and click on the “+” on the right of your screen next to “Messages.”  Choose the teacher you wish to send your assignment to, add a subject, and click the box that reads “submit homework.”  From there, you will choose the course from the drop down menu, then you can select the assignment. Next, attach the document by clicking on “choose file.”  Once you have chosen the file to attach, hit send.

SCIENCE LABS

· Labs for Biology and Chemistry will be taken in a lab class with another teacher, when possible.  We do not have lab facilities in the Academy.  If arrangements cannot be made to complete labs in a lab setting, you will complete the dry labs.

· Physical and Environmental Science classes will perform “dry labs.”
· Students will be graded based on their performance in the guest teacher’s class.  Discussions will be responded to based upon the lab that was performed.  

We look forward to your success!  Here is to a new year and a new adventure.  We are here to help. If you need anything, just ask.  If we can’t help you, we will point you in the right direction of someone who can.  Welcome to the Academy family.  : ) 

Mrs. Ojeda, Ms. Kurfess, & Mr. Karr

RHS Academy Teachers

tojeda@skusd.k12.ca.us, jkurfess@skusd.k12.ca.us, wkarr@skusd.k12.ca.us

(661)256-5020 ext.492/490/450

