Read and Log it! – Your child must read and “log it” everyday!  The reading log must be turned in as “study evidence” each Thursday.  Yes, I said everyday! (  Remember, practice makes perfect.  The more your child reads, the easier it becomes.  With this, your child enjoys reading more and will WANT to read everyday.  Our goal is to inspire life long readers and learners.

A reading log can be created on a computer at home and printed each week.  However, my suggestion is to require your child to write it each Thursday and fill it in over the week as many of the skills required in writing the reading log are Third Grade Skills.  For example, capitalizing all of those proper nouns and under lining and capitalizing the titles of books.

 I don’t require a specific number of minutes or pages read.  I only ask that you diligently and consistently ensure that your child reads each day.  Simply log what’s easiest.  Write the day and book title as a minimum but your child may add the  pages read, or time spent if desired.  This process will automatically help you and your child make reading a priority in your home.  

There are TWO reading programs that go hand in hand with your daily reading.  It’s very important that you follow my directions when helping your child complete this daily reading requirement.  The programs I’m about to explain will become second nature to the students, in time, but they can be confusing in the beginning of the year.  If you are directing your child one way and I another it just takes us all longer to get where we need to go.  Here is an outline of each reading program.  

· AR (Accelerated Reader) Alta Library Book – Monday Night – We will visit the Alta Library each Monday and your child will choose two “short” AR  Alta library books at his/her reading level.  AR stands for Accelerated Reader and it’s a computerized reading comprehension program.  It allows us to test your child’s understanding of a book read but the book must be an AR book.  This means we have a computerized quiz available for that book.  This AR Alta Library books need to be read Monday  night (Log it) or Tuesday if needed.  Your child will then take a computerized AR quiz so we can monitor his/her authentic reading comprehension on a weekly basis.  Your child must read and pass two “short” ALTA AR books “at your child’s reading level” each week.  Periodically, I will send home reports for you to review. 

· AR Independent Reading Program (AR IRP) Daily Reading All Other Nights of the Week– Your child will read and log his/her AR IRP reading  all other nights of the week and turn in the reading log as” study evidence”. This will result in a seven day a week reading log.    
How does the program actually work?  
· Every month, your child will read his/her AR IRP book.  This is a full length book, as close to 200 pages as possible with few illustrations.
· Then your child will take an AR quiz so we can get an accurate measurement of your child’s understanding of a longer length book.   

Parents are responsible to get the AR IRP books.  Please get several  AR IRP books at once so your child doesn’t r get them one at a time lose time because he/she doesn’t have an AR IRP book available!  It is imperative that your child transition from picture chapter books to full length books (no or few illustrations) in third grade.  The objective or goal is for your child to be able to read and understand a full-length book (as close to 200 pages as your child can get) by the end of the year.  I have students who can do this already.  I have students who are no where near this goal.  The idea is to begin stretching your child by starting off with the longest book (very few illustrations) he/she can successfully read at his/her current reading level and grow from there.  

How do I find an AR book?  Go to www.arbookfind.com.  This site can not only tell you if the book you are interested in is an AR title but it can also tell you the reading level.  You can purchase AR IRP books on line used at Amazon.com, at our Book Fair, Barnes and Nobles, any used books store, or borrow a book from the Murrieta Library.    

 
Bonus – I encourage any student to work ahead.  I will give much encouragement and support as it’s very important to plan ahead and meet deadlines.  This is a great life skill for your child to learn.  

This year, let’s ask your child to read several different genres.  Who knows, maybe your child will fall in love with mysteries, poetry, or historical fiction!  We won’t know what your child likes until we get him/her to read a variety of books.  I will post a list of genres as soon as I can.  (

Your child needs to have his/her AR IRP book in his/her back pack at all times.  Throughout the day, your child will find time to read the AR IRP book here at school.  This will help your child make the best use of his/her time.   Also, if it is kept in the backpack, your child will always have it to read when waiting at practices for siblings, as you run errands, or when staying at two households throughout the week.  (
These combined reading programs give us a wonderful picture of your child’s comprehension for both full-length and short books.  

Homework Sample Schedule - Copy and past the following SAMPLE Homework Check List and place it on your refrigerator until the homework process becomes routine.  (
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Homework Sample Week:

Thursday:  

· Read my AR Independent Book and created weekly reading log - Logged it.  Log in folder as evidence.

· Skip counted my 4’s times table, created 4’s flash cards.  Place in folder.

· Played IXL number sense standard 1.6 – did not pass it. No evidence needed.

· Read and passes 1 Ticket to Read Passage – no evidence needed.

· On puzzle-maker.com, I made a cross word puzzle for my 6 vocabulary words.  I’ll solve it tomorrow.  Place in folder as study evidence.
Friday:

· Read my AR Independent Book and logged it. 

· Played my 4 flash cards and skip counted by 4’s.  I also wrote one 4’s table.  

· Played IXL number sense 1.6 and passed.  Started Number Sense 1.7.  IXL evidence placed in folder.

· Wrote my spelling words and highlighted the phonics rules – put in folder.
· I solved the vocabulary cross word puzzle – placed in folder.  
Saturday

· Read my AR Independent Book and logged it.  I’m on Chapter 8 already.  

· Played my 4’s flashcards, skip counted 3 times while hopping, and printed/completed a 100 problem 4 times table worksheet from Mrs. Norris’ web site – placed in folder.
· Printed my vocabulary words, cut the form apart, studied it, and glued it back together matching the word with the correct definition – placed in folder.  

· Rainbow writing of my spelling words – put in my folder as evidence.    

· Played IXL number sense 1.7 – study evidence placed in folder.  Didn’t pass this standard.
Sunday

· Read my AR Independent Book and logged it.  

· Completed another 100 problem Times 4 worksheet –  placed in folder.  
· Printed and completed the Thinking Maps for three of the vocabulary words – in folder as evidence.  
· Went to puzzle-maker.com and made a word search for only the spelling words I’m having trouble with.  Found each word – placed it in folder as study evidence.    

· IXL number sense 1.7 – evidence attached.  Passed it with 80% or better!

Monday

· Read my AR Independent Book and logged it.  I’m on chapter 14.

· Wrote my x4 tables, twice – placed infolder.  My dad verbally quizzed me too.  Note in folder.  
· Completed the other Thinking Maps for the remaining 3 vocabulary words – placed in folder.  
· Played IXL number sense 1.8 – no evidence required.  Didn’t pass it.

· Packed my Alta AR library book for tomorrow.

Tuesday

· Read my AR Independent Book and logged it.  I’m almost done with it. 

· Skip Counted my x4, wrote my x4 table, twice – study evidence placed in folder.  
· Wrote my vocabulary words in complete sentences with capitals and end marks.

· Played IXL number sense 1.8 – evidence needed and put in folder.  Passed it!

Wednesday

· Read my AR Independent Reading Book and logged it.  I finished it.  Will start my summary template this weekend.  

· Took a spelling test – missed two words and wrote each 5 times – all in folder as study evidence.  
· Took a vocabulary test – (any format you choose) and attached it.  I got them all correct. 

· Played IXL number sense 1.8 and passed it.  No evidence required.  

