Mr. Cabrera’s
2022-2023 American Studies Syllabus
Course Outline

In compliance with the California 8th grade history content standards and Common Core ELA standards for History/Social Studies, the 1st semester of the school year students will be learning about the Early American Explorers, British colonies, and the Revolutionary War. The 2nd semester consists of students studying about the Constitution, beginnings of our nation, and how the U.S. expanded during the 1800’s. Lastly, in the 3rd trimester, we will be learning about the causes, importance, and effects of the Civil War.
Philosophy

My goal is to assist students in reaching their maximum potential while at the same preparing them to succeed in their high school and college social studies classes. Also, I want students to learn skills that will help them in any endeavor they choose to go in later in life. 
Classroom Rules and Expectations
Be Safe, Be Responsible, and Be Respectful! These are Townsends school-wide Expectations, and they apply to every classroom as well.

-Treat your classmates, teachers, and school officials with the same respect that you would like to be treated (That includes their property as well)

-Always bring your materials to class everyday (book, pencil, pen, paper, agenda, and assignments)

-Inappropriate language is not permitted!
-Raise your hand to get permission to speak or leave your seat

-Enter class in an orderly manner- Student must be in seat when the bell rings or else he/she will be marked tardy (refer to school tardy policy for multiple tardies)
-Any food, make-up kits, brushes, combs, wallets, or any other distracting items must be put away at the start of class or else they will be confiscated

-Cell Phones are not allowed to be used at school unless given permission from the teacher for educational purposes.
Consequences

1st offense- Warning/Citation
2nd offense- Teacher counseled
3rd offense- Parent Call

4th offense- Detention 

5th offense- Referral 
*Depending on the severity of the situation, the order of consequences is subject to change. For example, fighting will result in a referral. 

Textbook 
- Holt United States History: Independence to 1914
Supplemental Materials 
- The Presidents from the History Channel (G-rated)
- Story of US from the History Channel (G-rated)
- War of 1812 from the History Channel (G-rated)
- The Ultimate Guide to the Presidents (G-rated)

- Glory (edited version PG)
- Patriot (edited version PG)

- National Treasure (PG)
Grading Policy
All assignments will be graded on the following scale:
A- 100-90%
  B- 89-80%
  C- 79-70%
 D- 69-60%
 F- 59% and Below

Homework and classwork assignments-40% of grade
Assessments- 60% of grade
*My class grades can be seen by creating an account on Aeries portal through the district website.  

Homework/Classwork- Students must complete and turn in the assignment on the date it is due. If I don’t specify the date, it is due on the following day. Homework will be collected at the beginning of class. Assignments missed when absent must be made-up. For each day the student misses, he/she is given the same number of days to complete the assignment. It is the student’s responsibility to ask the teacher what he/she has missed for those days absent.
*Agendas will be checked every week and be part of your Homework/Classwork grade. 
*History folders will be checked two days before the quiz and count as a homework grade.  
Assessment- This includes tests, quizzes, and ACE investigations/projects. Students will be given several ACE investigations/projects to complete throughout the year that pertain to the CA state literacy standards as well as state content standards. Due dates will vary based on the difficulty of the investigation/project. Students will be notified at least a week in advance before an upcoming test. Quizzes will be announced a week in advance, but there might be the possibility for pop quizzes. 
Academic Honesty

Copying another student’s work (with or without permission), letting a classmate copy, or cheating on an exam is an automatic drop in both work habits and citizenship marks. A zero on the assignment and an 8th period detention or office referral will be given as well. Retaking an exam will only be permitted at the instructor’s discretion.

Contact information
School phone number- (909) 591-2161
Email- richard_cabrera@chino.k12.ca.us
Parent Expectations
We have read all the contents of Mr. Cabrera’s 8th grade U.S. history syllabus. 
We will work together to ensure that agenda is filled out and signed by a parent/guardian out on a weekly basis.

We will check grades on Aeries portal every 1-2 weeks. 

We will contact Mr. Cabrera if any questions arise concerning homework or grades. 

We approve the use of materials listed by Mr. Cabrera in his U.S. History class syllabus. 

Tear Here 

By signing this section, this means that I have seen and approve all the information/materials provided in this syllabus. Also, that the student must follow these expectation/rules listed in the syllabus for Mr. Cabrera’s classroom.
Student Name_________________________________Student Signature__________________________________
Parent Name___________________________________Parent Signature__________________________________

