Beginning Ceramics: Syllabus
Mr. Jason Stehmeier
Rim of the World High School

(909) 336-2038 Ext. 103

jason_stehmeier@rimsd.k12.ca.us

Course Description:

This class is a study of ceramics through out history focusing on certain civilizations and their products.  This course is for students with little or no experience in ceramics.  It will stress beginning techniques in clay forming and decoration.  This is a hands-on lab class where we will be creating many projects from hand building, throwing, and sculpture.  This course also covers ceramic history, design elements, design principles, art careers, tools, machinery, kilns, firing, and art vocabulary.  This is a year long class; the first semester we will be hand-building and the second will be throwing on the wheel.  Students will be required to complete a portfolio about the art works they have completed.  Information and requirements for the portfolio will be given in class.  The first semester final is a quiz on the vocabulary words.  The second semester final is a 250 word essay written on a professional ceramic artist. Set projects will be laid out but students are free and encouraged to create other works throughout the year.  We will be working out of the textbook each week and small written assignments will be conducted.  Participation is a key to this class, so make sure you are here.  This class is highly impacted and a privilege to be in, respect it.  See school rules and policies for other questions.  Let’s have a fun and exciting year.
______________________________________________________________________________
Rules
Do Not Throw Clay!


- Treat others how you would want to be treated.

- Wear appropriate attire. (No sandals, hooded sweatshirts with strings, loose/baggy clothes, 
it is also required that hair be pulled back while working.)
- Be on time and prepared to work in class.

- Clean up after yourself.

- Bathroom use is OK if pass is present.

- Handle equipment and materials appropriately. 
- Do not touch others work!
- Classroom computer is for ceramic research and projects ONLY!
Consequences:


1. Warning

2. Lose of privileges


3. Call to guardian


4. Referral and sent to security

5. Transferred out of class

Supplies and Donations
During these tough economic times there are many families suffering financially.  Unfortunately, funding for your students classroom is suffering too.  Over the years, I have worked hard to make our needs known to the community. As a result, we have received donations from local artist’s studios, and are asking parents and students for donations.  Unfortunately, there are many specialized supplies that must be ordered through the school and our funding for these materials is low.  As a result, we are asking for donations for ceramic materials as follows. This may be paid in cash or check to Rim High ASB.  

Our class is in constant need of the following items.



Masking tape





Hand soap (bar or liquid)



Old large towels



Old dish rags



Paper towels 



Face tissues



Large sponges



Aprons

Students need to get receipts for these items in ASB office during nutrition, lunch, or passing period and bring receipt to me.  It is recommended that students get a tool kit, clay, and a dry cleaner bag to start.  A towel is recommended for the second semester when we start throwing on the wheel.  The amount of clay used depends on the student but on average a student will use 2-3 bags a semester.
Factory Clay (New) .................................$8.00

Studio Clay (Recycled)…………………$5.00
New Tool Kits..........................................$10.00

Used Tool Kits………………………….$5.00
Dry Cleaner Bags.....................................$.50
Towels…………………………………..$1.00

Crackpot T-Shirt………………………..$10.00

Grading
A=100-90; B=89-80; C=79-70; D=69-60; F=59 and below.

Project Grade

Completed greenware assignment/ on time:




                 30 
Understanding of Concepts: 






                    10 
Craftsmanship:                                                                                                                           20 
Participation during Introduction and Critiques: 



                    10 
Completed Finished Product: 
    





                    30
     Total:  100 points
Overall Grade







 Weighted Percentage
Projects:










    60%
Portfolio:










    10%
Participation/Book Work: (5 No Work Days = Drop 1 Letter Grade)     
              20%
Essay and Final:









    10%

Total:  100%

______________________________________________________________________________
Teacher: Jason Stehmeier- Beginning Ceramics

I have read and understand the procedures in this class. Please detach this section, sign and return to teacher.  This is a contract.

Student Name___________________________________________
Student Signature________________________________________ Date___________________

Guardian Name__________________________________________ 
Guardian Siganture_______________________________________Date___________________
Telephone #_____________________________________________

E-mail__________________________________________________

Comments and Concerns:
