AVID 10 – Course Syllabus

Mrs. Giordano Rm. 622 

(951) 696-1408 ext. 5622 or kgiordano@murrieta.k12.ca.us
Website: http://www.murrieta.k12.ca.us/157020181889447/site/default.asp?

Mrs. Nylander Rm. 638
(951)696-1408 ext.5638 or bnylander@murrieta.k12.ca.us
Course Description: AVID (Advancement Via Individual Determination) is a special program designed to support and assist selected students with their college preparatory curriculum. The program goal is that every student reaches his or her potential, both as a student and as a citizen, and that he or she attends a four-year institution of higher education in preparation for professional success.

Course Content: Throughout sophomore year we will explore the following areas:

Essay Writing and Research

Organization and Time Management

Study Strategies

Standardized Test Prep (PSAT & PLAN tests are required, SAT II may be advised)

College and College Major Investigations

Education Plan and Portfolio

Tutorials

Reading Unit (focuses on skills to make you a better reader)

* Oral presentations, communication and leadership skills are incorporated throughout

Performance Review: Students receive regular feedback regarding their performance in AVID. The weighted grade will be based upon the following:

1. Assignments, Projects, Presentations, Essays and Writing


            30%

2. Participation (Tutorials, Classroom Activities, Standardized Tests and 

    Progress Reports) 








30%

3. AVID Binder/Cornell Notes






25%

4. Portfolio and Education Plan






15%

AVID Intervention Procedures: The intervention process will begin if a student violates either the AVID Agreement or the AVID course guidelines. 

1. Documented Conference - Student will be counseled regarding the difficulties he/she is experiencing.  

2. Letter of Concern and/or Call to Parent/Guardian- Parent/guardian is notified of the difficulties the student is experiencing.  A letter will be sent home which needs to be signed and returned to the teacher.
3. Probation/Student Success Plan, with the parent/guardian, AVID teacher, AVID counselor and student - If the problem continues, a plan will be designed to further assist the student to achieve success. The student is considered to be on ‘probationary status’ and his/her progress will be monitored. 

4. Removal from Program – If the student continues to fail to fulfill the requirements of the AVID Agreement he/she will be removed from the program.

Don’t Forget…
· The school tardy policy applies in every AVID class. Students need to be in their desk and ready to begin class prior to the second bell. 

· Gum chewing, food, drink, hats and electronic devices of any kind are not permitted in the classroom. (bottled water is allowed) 
· Students need to respect the classroom and the property within the classroom. 
· Students must do their own work. Cheating and plagiarism consequences are listed in the MV Guide. 

· Fighting, profanity, hate language, defiance of authority, or other extremely inappropriate behavior will result in an immediate referral.
Late/Absence Policy - This is a description of the AVID 10 late policy. It should help you understand when work must be completed and the options available if you are unable to finish an assignment on time. It will also assist you when you have been absent and need to make up work, tests or assignments. 


If assignments are not turned in on time, the following grading system will be used: 
One day late- minus one letter grade (from the grade earned) 
Two days late or more – half of the earned grade 
Late work must be submitted within each six week block. 

Excused Absence 
If a student misses one class, she/he must check the calendar on the day of her/his return to class to inquire about missed work. The work missed will be due on the following class day. Feel free to arrange a time to meet with your teacher if assistance is needed. 

· It is a good idea to communicate with your teacher or other class members on the day before your return to class. This will help you come to class prepared. 

· Oral presentations, large projects or essays that have a due date set far in advance are due on the date assigned – regardless! If you know you are going to be away, you must make arrangements to turn in your work.

Extended absences or special circumstances may require the setting of new due dates for work. This must be arranged between the student and teacher when the student returns to class. The new dates will then be considered official deadlines and the regular policy rules apply. 

AVID Binder

If a student misses a notebook check, the notebook must be shown to the teacher on the day of his/her return to school. 

Tests and Quizzes 
If a student is absent on the day of a test, he/she is responsible for arranging a time to make up the test within one week after his/her return to class. This may mean coming before or after school, or during a lunch or break time. If the test/quiz is not made up within one week, no credit will be earned. *Any cheating will result in a zero for everyone involved.

Films

Films this year will include Homeless to Harvard (Lifetime, unrated) and Invisible Children, Discover the unseen (unrated)

Contact Information:

Thank you for taking the time to review the course syllabus with your student. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me by e-mail or phone (e-mail is much more accessible throughout the work day). 

Signature and Student Information Page

Directions: Please sign and return this portion of this syllabus. 

I have read and understand the criteria and requirements provided in the AVID 10 course syllabus. By signing this syllabus, I also agree to allow my child to watch the films Homeless to Harvard (Lifetime, from television, unrated) and Invisible Children, Discover the Unseen (unrated).

Student Name: ________________________________________________________

Student Signature: _____________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature: ______________________________________________

Student’s schedule 

	
	Subject/Teacher
	Room #
	
	Teacher/Subject
	Room #

	P1


	
	
	P2
	
	

	P3


	
	
	P4
	
	

	P5


	
	
	---
	-------------------------------
	----------

	P7
	
	
	P6
	
	


Parent/ Guardian Contact Information (PLEASE PRINT)
Name__________________________________________________________________

e-mail: _________________________________________________________________

Phone: cell/ work:__________________________home:__________________________

Name__________________________________________________________________

e-mail: _________________________________________________________________

Phone: cell/ work:__________________________home:__________________________  

Any other information that I should know about your child: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________
