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	agnostic
	noun


	One who believes that nothing is known about God; a skeptic
	My neighbor is a confirmed agnostic. 

	derelict


	adjective
	Degraded, wretched; base, contemptible; servile, complete and unrelieved
	Those who are homeless usually live in derelict poverty.

	equity
	noun
	The state of being just, fair, or impartial; the money value of a property above and beyond any mortgage or other claim
	In a short six months, the equity in our home has skyrocketed. 

	inane
	adjective
	Silly, empty of meaning or value
	Her inane reply to the debate question was a disappointment. 

	intermittent
	adjective
	Stopping and beginning again, sporadic
	It’s an intermittent ride when my brother drives the standard vehicle. 

	moot
	adjective

verb
	Open to discussion and debate, unresolved

To bring up for discussion
	The law students argued a moot case.

	motif
	noun.
	A principle idea or feature; a repeated or dominant figure in a design
	As alumni of the University of Michigan, my husband and I have a navy blue and gold motif in our office. 

	neophyte
	noun
	A new convert, beginner, novice
	A yellow belt status in karate is a mere neophyte in comparison to a master black belt.

	prestigious
	adjective
	Having a highly favorable reputation, commanding respect
	Colin Powell has a prestigious position in our political system.

	surveillance
	noun
	A watch kept over a person; careful, close, and disciplined observation
	The detectives were on twenty-four hour surveillance of the reputed drug dealer. 

	testy
	Adjective
	Easily irritated; characterized by impatience and exasperation
	He gave a testy response to the repetitive question. 


