PERSUASIVE ESSAY PROMPT:
Situation:  

Too many students in your school are violating the school dress code.  As a result, the principal of your school is seriously considering the requirement of wearing school uniforms.

WRITING ASSIGNMENT:  

Write a letter to your principal either supporting or opposing the requirement of wearing school uniforms.

PRO

Dear Principal,


On our school campus, dress code violations have reached a record high.  In fact students and members of the community have begun to wonder if there is a dress code at all, and if so, why it is not enforced.  When you informed the students in the assembly that you were seriously considering a mandatory school uniform because of the flagrant violations of the dress code, there were outcries of discontent and complaints.  Despite the protests, however, I urge you to institute a compulsory uniform policy in our school for several reasons.  
          First clothing fads tend to cause distractions in the classroom.  One teacher reported that in her thirty years of teaching she had seen fashion trends swing many times--from long skirts to minis and back, from long hair to crew cuts, from skin-tight pants to the baggiest possible, from no hats to baseball caps turned backwards.  Regardless of the trends, there has remained one constant: Whenever students enter with the latest fad, other students flock to them, teasing or praising, or expressing a wish to have the same fad.  And just when everyone has grown accustomed to it and reactions have subsided, fashions change and distractions are off and running in full bloom.  As a result of the permissive dress codes, teachers have had to endure these distractive behaviors, which interfere with learning, the primary focus of education.     

     Besides taking time away from learning, the distractive clothing fads, which are in violation of the school dress codes, send a message to students:  It’s all right to break school rules, if you can get away with it.  Thus campus supervisors and teachers become police, and students, rather than learning responsible behavior, learn to play cat and mouse, doing what they please, with little or no consequence.  If uniforms were instituted, this problem would not exist and the money that we spend tending to this problem could be diverted to more worthwhile areas.  Furthermore, wouldn’t a better message to send students be that since rules have been broken, there are appropriate consequences.  This message could have far reaching meaning for students, going beyond the clothing and dress code issue:  In life when citizens break rules they may face serious consequences.  Therefore, the school community wants to prepare students for this reality.  Instituting school uniforms as a result of student violation of the rules would be a step in that direction.
      Moreover, the issue of school dress goes beyond the school campus.  Members of the community may well view some student fashions as unacceptable and cast the school in a negative light when students wear those fashions.  For example, when chains and baggy pants came into vogue, many community members viewed these as gang related.  When school bonds came up for a vote, many citizens expressed their displeasure at the polls, and school bonds were defeated.  If schools want community support, they must present a positive image to the community.  Tank tops, baggy pants worn below the waist, chains, and baseball caps worn backwards in and out of classrooms do nothing for this positive image.
    Of course, opponents of a compulsory school uniform policy, will no doubt minimize or even overlook the distraction of clothing fads in the classroom.  They will fail to register the insidious message that it’s is all right to break school rules if you are not caught, or the negative opinions these fads convey to the public.   Opponents will argue that a mandatory school uniform would be an affront to a person’s individuality and  foster conformity, where everyone looks and acts the same, where no one is allowed to express a sense of elegance or beauty.  Certainly there is no question that the expression of person’s individuality is important.  It is a vital part of our way of life.  However, there is an appropriate time and place for all actions.  People at a symphony concert don’t behave in the same way they do at a football game.  What is appropriate at one time may not be appropriate at another, even in the name of individuality.  If a person’s dress distracts from the students performance in the classroom, then that dress is an inappropriate expression of individuality.  There is no question that clothing fads do cause distractions, they do send a false message, and that they promote a negative community image.  A compulsory school uniform would solve this problem.  Certainly opponents can find appropriate expression of their individuality elsewhere.
      A mandatory school uniform policy would help solve many of the school problems, eliminating distractions in the classroom and sending the right messages to students and community alike.  I urge you to institute this compulsory uniform policy as soon as possible so that the focus of the school can be where it should--on learning, not on the latest fashions.
PERSUASIVE ESSAY PROMPT:
Situation:  

Too many students in your school are violating the school dress code.  As a result, the principal of your school is seriously considering the requirement of wearing school uniforms.

WRITING ASSIGNMENT:  

Write a letter to your principal either supporting or opposing the requirement of wearing school uniforms.


CON

        Dear Principal,

     The question of whether to require school uniforms arises periodically, and I understand you are seriously considering it once again.  I realize your concern about the increase in student dress code violations, and I certainly don’t condone this disregard for school rules, for in a larger sense these violations may teach disrespect for law in general.  However, although the requirement of wearing school uniforms may apparently solve the problem of dress code violations, this solution is a poor answer.  There are several reasons why I urge you not to require the wearing of school uniforms.
     First there is an economic consideration.  
Uniforms will pose additional financial burdens on parents if uniforms are required.  Proponents have suggested that the wearing of uniforms would be cheaper for parents than conventional clothes of the latest fads.  Nothing could be farther from the truth.  When students come home from school, they immediately change into their street ware.  Of course this means two sets of clothes:  two expenses.  Don’t think for one moment that students are going to live with just school uniforms.  If they play in their uniforms  and get them dirty, they can’t wear them to school.   Besides just because the school says not to pay attention to the latest clothing fads,  the situation on the home front hasn’t changed.  Because of advertising, peer pressure, and role models, the desire to have the latest fashions continues.  So parents will end up paying for both the uniforms and the clothes of choice, and some parents can ill afford this added expense.
     In addition to the increased costs, a mandatory school uniform would be an affront to a person’s individuality, a basic tenant of our American heritage.  Is our goal in school to breed conformity, where everyone looks and acts the    same, where no one is allowed to express a sense of elegance or beauty?  This idea is certainly not mirrored in the society as a whole where there are an infinite number of individual expressions in dress and personal conduct.  We don’t want a monotone society.   For those students in need of a continuous variety in their lives, a uniform would be a straight jacket.  For those who could not tolerate the fabric or dye, uniforms would mean discomfort.  For those who thrive on beautiful colors, mandatory uniforms would make our school like a prison, a sea of dull sameness everywhere.  

     However, besides the increased costs and violation of individual choice, the most important reason I urge you not to institute compulsory uniforms is that such an action would be counterproductive to what we are trying to accomplish in the schools, namely to teach students to make wise decisions and take responsibility for their actions.  To be sure there would be fewer dress code violations, but students would be losing the opportunity to make decisions and take the consequences.  People must have the possibility of choice before they can learn to make wise choices.  Furthermore, mandatory uniforms would be sending an undesirable message:  It is all right to punish everyone  because some students violate the rules.  If a teacher punished an entire class because of a few misbehaving students, cries of injustice would be heard everywhere.  The dress code violation issue seems to be no different.     
     Those who favor compulsory school uniforms
fail to realize the economic difficulties, the needless violation of individual expression, or the loss of opportunity connected with this issue.  They contend that the latest fashions cause distractions in the classroom.  Certainly students may compliment and tease their peers as to how they dress.  This action is a way of showing connection and caring.  It serves as only momentary distraction, the same as greeting a friend.  Certainly this situation isn’t a very strong reason to require a compulsory uniform policy.
     Although we must continue to look for ways to deal with the problem of dress code violations, I urge you to eliminate the requirement of wearing school uniforms as a viable solution.  It would be costly to parents, requiring the purchase of additional clothes; it would be an affront to students’ individuality, and it would deprive students from learning to take the consequences of their actions by totally removing the situation rather than dealing with it.   Instead we need more effort in helping students to make appropriate choices and work with parents and students to establish effective consequences, not so much as punishments, but as teaching tools to demonstrate that we all must take the consequences of our behavior.  Saying no to compulsory school uniforms would be a positive step, indicating that we are continuing to search for effective, far-reaching solutions.   
















