Organizing multi-paragraph essays using Block Outlines.

Block outlines provide a visual for helping students organize multiple paragraphs--each block represents an individual paragraph.  

Introductory Paragraph

1. Hook

2. Title/Author

3. Connect with/explain topic

4. Thesis Statement
Main Body Paragraphs (repeat format for each paragraph)

1. Topic Sentence
2. Concrete Detail 1
3. Commentary
4. Concrete Detail 2
5. Commentary
6. Concluding/Transition Sentence
Concluding Paragraph

· Restate Thesis

· Summary of argument/reasons
· Concluding Sentence (challenge reader/convince again)

· Suggestion (call to action)

· Question

· Prediction
Anything written in the block MUST relate to and support the topic sentence for that block--otherwise, it doesn't belong in the paragraph.  Each block paragraph must relate to and support the thesis statement of the essay--otherwise it doesn't belong in the essay.  
















