Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck

DIRECTIONS:  Respond to each question using complete sentences; include the question as part of your response. Support ALL responses with quotes from the novel (CD) + commentary (CM) + MLA citation. Be sure to include an INTRODUCTION to your quote. Use correct parenthetical citations for each embedded quote.

Finally, your commentary should ALWAYS BE AT LEAST TRIPLE the amount of quote!
Chapter 5
1. Despite the descriptive setting of the barn and the quiet Sunday afternoon, the next chapter begins with an accident. Explain what happened and why Lennie is so worried. What theme does this accident most apply to and why?
2. When Curley’s wife is trying to console Lennie, she states: “You can get another one easy. The whole country is fulla mutts” (Steinbeck 87). How does this statement apply to the theme of survival? *You may use the quote provided here for your answer, but be sure to have a detailed commentary.
3. More than the girl’s death and Lennie’s possible arrest, what does Candy worry about? What is George’s reaction? How do Candy and George’s reactions apply to the impossibility of achieving dreams? 
Chapter 6
4. How is the beginning of this scene similar to the beginning of the novel? Why would Steinbeck begin this chapter in the same way that he began the first?

5. Explain the image of the heron waiting for its prey and its connection to Lennie and his circumstances. How do the heron and its actions reinforce a major theme in the novel? Explain.
6. How can we explain the hallucinations that Lennie has as he is waiting for George?

7. Why does George go through the motions of pretending to be angry at Lennie?

8. Explain the symbolism in George’s final telling of the farm story. During George’s retelling of the ranch story, the point is made that on the ranch they will have each other to look after. Why is this point mentioned so often?

9. Why does George shoot Lennie? What theme does this example most apply to and why?
10. Explain the significance of the final statement in the novel. What theme does this example most apply to and why?
