Eternal Sunshine of The Spotless Mind
Director: Michael Gondry

Writer: Michael Gondry and Charlie Kaufman

Genre: Romantic Comedy/Time Warp Unit

Cast: Jim Carrey, Kate Winslet, Mark Ruffalo, Tom Wilkinson, Elijah Wood, Kirsten Dunst

How happy is the blameless vestal's lot! The world forgetting, by the world forgot. Eternal sunshine of the spotless mind! Each pray'r accepted, and each wish resign'd. -- Alexander Pope

Question worth posing: Would you erase someone from your mind if it were possible?

Plot overview: Couple erases each other from their memory when the relationship turns sour; however, it is not until they experience loss that they discover they may have had something good to begin with. 

Film facts:
1. Use of Science Fiction elements to explore two very powerful worlds: love and loss

2. Lacunar Amnesia is memory loss of a specific event; this coincides with the name of the company in which both Clementine and Joel have their procedures performed: Lacuna

3. The story is told out of sequence. The relationships are told in reverse, so as to experience the “erasing” first hand. Please note: it is essential to pay attention to every detail, as the story is not linear!

4. There are multiple story arcs- Joel and Clementine, Clementine and Patrick, Mary and Stan, Mary and Dr. Mierzwiack.  These are all intertwined in some fashion.

Themes: 

Appreciation of what one has-Joel wants it once it is gone

Pain of Loss-Joel getting the procedure because Clementine did-won’t have to deal

Inability to let go-Joel’s rebellion against the procedure

Playing God-what are the repercussions of erasing the mind 

Society’s need for a quick fix-are we unwilling to deal with pain?

Frames of reference
There were numerous frames of reference in Eternal Sunshine. One was reality, shown in the group of scenes at the beginning and end of the movie that take place just before, on, and after Valentine's Day. The rest of the scenes could be broadly classified as taking place in Joel's memory.

Technical  

The movie is a radical example of Maze Cinema, that style in which the story coils back upon itself, redefining everything and then throwing it up in the air and redefining it again. To reconstruct it in chronological order would be cheating.
