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Reverend Hale’s Doubts

In Act 2 of The Crucible, Reverend Hale begins to show signs that he doubts the legitimacy of the accusations of witchcraft, and even of the actions being taken by the court in Salem. There are indications, some overt and some subtle, that suggest he disapproves of the procedure and suspects the darker motives of some of those involved. In Act 3, his vague doubts grow into opposition.  Find evidence to support the idea that Reverend Hale is beginning to question the procedures, and how his doubts grow into open defiance. 

The Writing Task: 
In a four paragraph essay, provide a typed, well-written and MLA formatted literary response that identifies the specific evidence of Reverend Hale’s self-doubts in Act 2 and Act 3. 

Explain why (or why not) these doubts arise in Act 2, and speculate about how they may change Hale’s actions in the rest of the play. In additional body paragraphs, show how Hale’s doubts continue to grow into open defiance during Act 3. 
The essay should include an introductory sentence, a clear thesis statement, two or three body paragraphs that provide evidence to support the thesis, and a concise concluding paragraph that looks forward to the rest of the action in the play.

Focus:
· What doubts seem to be taking shape in Reverend Hale during Act 2?
· What specific dialogue or actions provide evidence for those doubts?
· How do his doubts continue to grow in Act 3?
Format:

· Introductory paragraph with Thesis

· 2-3 Body Paragraphs

· Concluding paragraph with speculation about Hale in the rest of the play
· Typed MLA format 







