AP US History WRITING TIPS

8-Step Strategy:
1.
Read and analyze the question/prompt. Do not move on until you fully understand what you are being asked to do.
2.
Collect and sort information. 
Make a list (outline) of outside information you plan to use.
3. Examine the documents if you are writing a DBQ
4. Construct a thesis that is well developed and clear.  If the thesis is a mystery to the writer, it will be a mystery to the reader.


An effective thesis will have three components:

· Fully addresses the question (prompt) asked

· Takes a position with regard to the question asked

· Provides organizational categories that will be used in the essay
5.
Introductory Paragraph

· Lead in sentence (explains event(s) that shows an understanding of chronology)
· Background information that ties into thesis
· Thesis (THIS IS THE LAST SENTENCE IN YOUR INTRO)
6. 
Body Paragraphs

· One paragraph for each category in the thesis

· Begin with topic sentence

· Explains main idea of paragraph

· Supports thesis

· Fact and Details (3 things)

· Interpreting/analysis/commentary on at least 3 factual events
· Document Support in a DBQ (at least 1 document per body paragraph)
· A,P,C, or POV (For each doc)

7. Conclusion

· Reinforce thesis

8. Proofread essay

Some Key Points to Remember:

· Start with outside information first & write it down; then read the documents; then construct a thesis.
· Make your life easier by constructing a thesis that can reasonably include most/ all of the documents (even if you don’t really believe your thesis). It is better to be “practical” than “right.”
· Use as many documents as you can as long as they fit your thesis.
· Don’t explain documents -- that is not your task! AP readers have a list and a summary for each document. Use documents to reinforce your main points and outside information.

· Don’t rewrite large portions of documents. Do not quote the documents – EVER!
· Reference author’s you are citing (e.g. …“In the letter by Abraham Lincoln”)

· Cite every document used, e.g., (Doc. 1), (Doc. 6)

· All fundamental writing principles you have learned regarding standard essays apply to essays.

· DO NOT TRY TO USE FLOWERY STATEMENTS – THOSE ARE NOT APPROPRIATE HERE

