AVID 9 Course Syllabus 2012-2013
	WICOR (Writing, Inquiry, Collaboration, Organization, Reading) WICOR is the framework of the AVID classroom.  
Writing to learn.  AVID emphasizes writing in all subjects, with a focus on clarifying and communicating their thoughts and understanding material.
Emphasis on inquiry. AVID is based on inquiry, not lecture. Many activities, from Cornell note-taking to tutorial groups, are built around asking questions, which forces students to clarify, analyze, and synthesize material.
A collaborative approach. The AVID classroom is not a traditional one in which a teacher lectures to passive students. An AVID teacher is a facilitator and an advocate. But students, not teachers or tutors, are responsible for their learning. Tutors function as discussion leaders, while students challenge, help, and learn from one another.
Organization of time and materials is a key aspect of AVID.  Students will learn to use time management tools to prioritize school, work, and social tasks while also learning to manage materials and practice methodical study habits.
Critical reading. AVID students don’t merely read words on a page. They are taught to analyze, question, critique, clarify, and comprehend the material.


The following are the components of the AVID program in my classroom:

Binders/Notebooks and Organization: 
Students are expected to keep one organized binder with everything needed for all four classes.  
· A list of required and suggested binder contents will be distributed separately.

· Binders will be checked on a weekly basis.

Cornell Notes: 
All class notes are expected to be in Cornell Note style.  Students will work toward perfecting their note-taking skills.
· Students are expected to take one page of notes per focused core class, every day.  
· These notes are also expected to be used during tutorial.

· Notes will be checked on a weekly/bi-weekly basis.

Tutorials:  
Every Tuesday and Thursday for 45 minutes, trained college tutors will visit class to guide students using inquiry and collaboration towards clarification of the points of confusion and lead them to a deeper understanding of given subject matter.  
· Students are expected to bring completed tutorial forms to class on tutorial days.  
· Any forms turned in after the tardy bell rings will be considered LATE.  
· Missing a tutorial will result in an extra project.
Grade Checks:
Each Friday, students are expected to bring to class a copy of their most current grades for all their classes so that the teacher may check them.  

· Grades print outs must be signed by parents/guardians and are due back the following Monday.

Backpack Checks:
Students are expected to keep their backpacks organized.  Random, unannounced backpack checks will occur.
Course Expectations and Procedures

Attendance -- As attendance in class is crucial to success, especially on the 4x4 system, all students are expected to attend class regularly.  

Tardy Policy –All students are required to arrive on time to class.  This means you are in the door before the bell rings.  Any student arriving to class after the tardy bell and without a valid pass is tardy.

Incident 1 = student stays after class and copies a sentence regarding consequences of being tardy.

Incident 2 = student stays after class and copies a longer sentence regarding consequences of being tardy; parent 
                      contact

Incident 3 = student stays after class and copies an even longer sentence regarding consequences of being tardy

Incidents 4 & 5 = 30 minute after-school detention

Incident 6 = 30 minute after-school detention & referral to vice principal
Discipline Policy – Refer to the student agenda regarding behavior guidelines, cell phones, non-allowed items, and student dress code.  

· Students are expected to respect themselves, other students, the teacher, the classroom and its contents at all times.

· Cell phones and non-allowed items must be kept turned off and out of sight.  Any student found with a cell phone or non-allowed item out of his/her backpack will receive detention after school.  Any subsequent offence will result in confiscation of the item and detention.  Non-allowed items include calculators.  Any confiscated calculators issued by the math department will be returned to the math department.

· Inappropriate behavior includes, but is not limited to, talking out of turn, sleeping, talking back to and/or arguing with the teacher, disrespectful behavior towards other students or teacher, profanity an/or derogatory language, inappropriate use or abuse of classroom materials, and inappropriate use of classroom time.

Consequences* for inappropriate behavior may include:

	· verbal warning
	· change of seat
	· referral

	· detention
	· communication with parent
	


*The consequence depends on type of behavior and frequency of occurrence. The teacher reserves the right to alter the consequence policy when necessary.

Grading Categories and Scale
Tutorials 


25%

Class work and homework
25%

Cornell Notes and Binder 
25%

Projects and Test

25%
	A = 90% - 100%        B = 80% - 89%        C = 70% - 79%        D = 60% - 69%        F = 0-59%


Homework – Late Work & Make Up-Work 

All homework assignments are due at the beginning of class on the day assigned.  

· In the case of absence, it is the student’s responsibility to get make-up work the day the student returns from the absence.  Check the daily agenda on the student computer and pick up the assignments and handouts from the designated file.  Assignments must be completed by the next day, or if absent more than one day, by a date determined by the number of days absent.  

