To Kill a Mockingbird: Pre-reading Activities


History and Cultural Milieu of the Deep South in 1930s America—an Introduction
I. Pre-reading Activity 1: 
A. Read in class The Need for Change section of the EDSITEment recommended We Shall Overcome: Historic Places of the Civil Rights Movement for general background information on what life was like for an African American living in the south under Jim Crow laws.  

B. Students will take notes in Cornell format on the information contained in this section.
II. Pre-reading Activity 2: 

A. examine Remembering Jim Crow from the Edsitement approved History Matters website History Matters. Particularly good sections from this site include those entitled "Bitter Times," "Danger Violence and Exploitation," "Whites Remember Jim Crow," and "Jim Crow Laws." Of especial interest is the link to "Jim Crow Laws" which lists and describes by state and topic (education, housing, entertainment, etc.) the ways in which blacks and whites were to be separated.
B. Essential question: When browsing this site, students should consider what the slide pictures and the audio clips tell them about life for African Americans under Jim Crow laws—what do they learn from looking at the slides and hearing the voices?
C. Questions to prepare you for class discussion: (Socratic Seminar topics)
1. Define Jim Crow. What is a Jim Crow law? 

2. Describe the economic, social, and legal status of African Americans during the time of Jim Crow. 

3. How were African Americans attacked during this time? Did African Americans have any legal recourse against acts of violence waged against them? 

4. How do whites now regard their treatment of African Americans during this time?

III. Homework: 

A. revisit these websites in order to adequately view the pictures and listen to the audio clips
B. You will be expected to gain some expertise in the History and cultural milieu of the deep South in 1930’s America.
C. A Socratic Seminar: 

1. Socratic seminar is a method of teaching developed by Socrates. He engaged his students in intellectual discussion by responding to questions with questions, instead of answers. This method encouraged the students to think for themselves rather than being told what to think.
2. Participants in the seminar are expected to respond to one another in a respectful manner without bias or prejudice. They are also expected to listen carefully without interrupting. They must make direct eye contact with others and must use each others names.
