Psychology IB SL/HL1 Syllabus
Mrs. Alanna Fields
Room 671
Phone # 951-696-1408 x5671
E-mail: afields@murrieta.k12.ca.us

Course Description:
Psychology in the IB Diploma Program is defined as the systematic study of behavior and mental processes. Although Psychology has its roots in both the natural and social sciences, new trends in technology, research designs, and an integrative approach to the study of human behavior will be highlighted to explain how psychology can provide a unique approach to understanding modern society. 

Students will identify, analyze critically and evaluate theories on how the biological, cognitive and sociocultural perspectives interact to affect human behavior.  Students will examine current and past research, understanding why particular research methods were chosen depending on the perspective utilized, how and why ethical practices were upheld, and how the research was interpreted and applied in discovering explanations for human behavior. By examining the variety of factors that effect human behavior, students develop an understanding of alternative explanations of behavior, develop an awareness that human attitudes and beliefs are widely diverse and that diversity should be appreciated, and finally develop an appreciation for the student’s own culture and the culture of other societies.

Additionally, students will study human relationships, which may be romantic, friendship, familial, or antagonistic.  Students will investigate how to understand the complexities of relationships, improve interpersonal relationships, promote social responsibility, and reduce violence. Students will examine the role of hormones and genetics, schema theory, victimization, and the role of culture on complex social issues. After investigating psychological research, students will understand how research can be applied for the benefit of human beings.
Course Content:
IB Psychology takes an integrative approach to studying human behavior. The course will examine psychological issues on three levels of analysis, which will represent the core of the IB curriculum. In addition, students will study one option – a specialized area of psychology – in depth and complete one simple experimental study. I recommend that you separate your notes into these five sections.
· Biological Level: 

Neural and Hormonal systems, The Brain structure and function, Behavioral Genetics, Evolutionary Psychology

· Cognitive Level: 

Schema Theory, Memory (Alzheimer’s disease, reconstructive memory, reliability of memory), Role of culture in cognitive processes, Cognition and Emotion

· Sociocultural Level:  

Situational and dispositional factors in explaining behaviour, errors in attributions, Social identity theory and Stereotypes, Conformity and Compliance Techniques, Culture and Cultural Norms
· Option – Human Relationships: 
Altruism and prosocial behavior, Bystanderism, Attraction, Interpersonal relationships, Origins of violence, Strategies for reducing violence, Effects of exposure to violence

· Simple Experimental Study: Students plan, undertake and report a replication of a simple experimental study. Students will be provided with the internal assessment criteria to reference when writing their report. An introduction to experimental research methodology will discuss the following: Quantitative/Qualitative research methods, Experimental design, Sampling procedures, Ethical considerations, Statistical analyses, and Evaluation of research.
Grading Components:
Your semester grade will be based on the following factors:

· Daily participation: class discussion, group work

· Homework: nightly reading, analysis of studies, research

· Daily class assignments: projects, group work, individual work, warm-ups
· Quizzes: frequent quizzes from nightly reading, key terms, and key studies

· Tests: short answer and essay exams throughout all units
· Replicated Experimental Study: Internal Assessment requirement, broken down in mini-due dates
Academic Honesty:

All students must turn in their own authentic work as agreed upon in the IB Honor Code. Consequences to any form of cheating or plagiarism will result in a zero for the assignment, conference with parents, and possible transfer out of class.

IB Assessments:
All students planning to take the Psychology IB SL course for IB credit will take the SL exam on May 6 and 7, 2013. Your official IB score for the Standard Level course will be based on the following breakdown:

	Assessment component for SL
	Weighting

	External Assessment (3 hours) 

******************************************************************************************
Paper 1 (2 hours)  
Section A: Three compulsory short answer questions on the core of the syllabus.

Section B: Three questions on the core of the syllabus. Students choose one question to answer in essay form.

      -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Paper 2 (1 hour) 

Three questions on the Human Relationships option of the syllabus. Students choose one question to answer in essay form.


	75%
************
50%

(46 marks) 

-------------
25%

(22 marks)


	Internal Assessment 

A report of a simple experimental study conducted by the student.
	25%

(20 marks)


All students planning to take the Psychology IB HL course for IB credit will take the HL exam in the second year of the course (May 2014). Your official IB score for the Higher Level course will be based on the following breakdown:

	Assessment component for HL
	Weighting

	External Assessment (5 hours) 

******************************************************************************************
Paper 1 (2 hours)  
Section A: Three compulsory questions the core of the syllabus.

Section B: Three questions the core of the syllabus. Students choose one question to answer in essay form.

      -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Paper 2 (2 hours) 

Three questions on the Human Relationships option of the syllabus.  Three questions on the Health option of the syllabus. Students choose one question from each option to answer in essay form.
      -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Paper 3 (1 hour) 

Three compulsory questions based on an unseen text, covering Qualitative Research Methodology.
	80%
************
35%

(46 marks) 

-------------

25%

(44 marks)
-------------

20%

(30 marks)

	Internal Assessment 

A report of a simple experimental study conducted by the student.
	20%

(28 marks)


Attendance: 

Daily attendance is critical to student success in this course. All school attendance and tardy policies will be upheld. When you have an excused absence, you will have two days for each missed day to make up assignments and tests.  Some assignments are participatory and cannot be made up.  When appropriate, we will discuss options for alternate assignments.  It is your responsibility to check with me when you return from an absence or before going on a school trip.
Teamwork:
Each student is expected to take an active part in class on a daily basis. Be prepared to think, ask questions, make comments and work with others. I believe that learning works better in a cooperative, social environment.  Consequently, many of the activities that we do will involve teams (but not all – you’ll have plenty of opportunity to show what you can do on your own!)  Teamwork requires you to use different skills than you would use when working alone.   Participating, listening carefully, taking turns, volunteering, involving all members, and treating everyone with dignity and respect are vital habits for both your immediate success in the classroom and your future success in the work world.

A Final Note . . .
Excellent note-taking and organization is essential. This will be important when it is time to review for the IB exam in May.

Know that we are in this together. We are on the same team and have the same goal in our sights: your present achievement and future success. I am here to help you achieve your potential, but you are the one who will make it happen.  If you have difficulties with this course at any time, please come see me immediately to discuss how we can help you be successful in this course.
