BISD- DESCRIPTION OF SPECIAL EDUCATION SERVICES
Content Mastery -  A flexible learning center that offers support to special education students who 

receive instruction in the regular education classroom.  Instruction is given by the general 

education teacher with students going to CMC for support in completing assignments, studying 

for tests and taking tests.
Inclusion/Co-teaching -  Some campuses assign special education staff, both teachers and paraprofessionals, to provide support to students who are receiving instruction in general education. A co-teacher may work with anyone in the general education classroom who needs support.  Co-teaching may be direct with the staff in the classroom performing a variety of functions or it may be indirect using a consultation model.  The amount of co-teaching support should be indicated on the student’s I.E.P. 

Resource  -  An elementary or middle school special education classroom that provides instruction

in basic skills for reading, written language and math using a specialized curriculum.  Classes

should be smaller than the regular classroom and modifications should allow all students to make

progress.  Students are best grouped for resource instruction by ability levels.  The ideal is for

resource to increase the amount of time a student spends learning basic skills.  Resource is also

offered at the high school level in content area subjects for students with significantly lower 

reading levels.


LIFE skills -   A special education classroom which provides an alternative curriculum for 

students with significant disabilities.  These disabilities may include mental retardation, autism or 

other developmental disabilities.  LIFEskills students may also receive instruction in the regular 

classroom or in the resource classroom.

Behavior Intervention  -  A special education classroom which provides a highly structured 

management system and a smaller pupil teacher ratio for students with emotional and behavioral 

disabilities which significantly impair their learning or the learning of others.  A redirection model

is offered in most schools. This is an inclusive method of providing behavioral support.

Preschool Program for Children with Disabilities (PPCD) -  A special education classroom for 

students with disabilities who are 3-5 years of age. For most students this is a half-day program.  

PPCD is being offered as a fully inclusive program at several campuses.  PPCD students may 

also be served in the regular 3 or 4 year old programs in the school if they also qualify for those 

programs.  All PPCD classes in the district should be engaged in some level of inclusion and 

interaction with regular Pre-K programs. 

Community Based Vocation Instruction (CBVI) -  Designed for students with severe mental
and/or physical disabilities, for whom paid employment is not immediately obtainable.  These
experiences are not intended to replace vocational education, work study, or other school
vocational programs.  Rather, they are intended for those students who will need intensive long-
term support in order to achieve their vocational objective (U.S. Department o Education, 1992).

Vocational Adjustment Class – A component of the Vocational Adjustment Class which is
designed to prepare students with disabilities to enter the world of work by providing students
with work experience within the community.  The program shall be used in conjunction with the
student’s individual transition plan and only after the school district’s career and technology
classes have been considered and determined inappropriate for the student.  The program consists
of full-time or part-time employment as determined in the I.E.P.  The students must be sixteen
(16) years old or older and be classified as a junior or senior in high school.
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