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Infants are born with the ability to understand numerical ideas

“Children possess and build mathematical competencies from their first year and keep on learning mathematical ideas throughout their preschool years.”

Clements, D.H. & Sarama, J.  “Creative Pathways to Math.” Scholastic Early Childhood Today Journal 
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“High quality teaching in mathematics is about challenge and joy, not imposition and pressure. Math instruction includes providing a lot of unit blocks, along with loads of time to use them.  It invites children to experience mathematics as they play in, describe and think about their world.”

Doug Clements, “Mathematics in the Preschool,”  Teaching Children
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“Teachers should provide time, materials and support for children to engage in play, to nourish their interest in exploration and manipulation of mathematical ideas.”

National Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC) & National Council of Teachers of Mathematics (NCTM) 2002. Early Childhood Mathematics: Promoting Good Beginnings, A joint position statement of NAEYC & NCTM, Washington D.C.
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“Preschool children explore a variety of mathematical ideas during play including comparison, estimation,     patterns, symmetry and spatial     relationships.”

K.-H., Seo.  “What Children’s Play Tells Us about Teaching Mathematics”, Young Children, January, 2003.
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· Finding the mathematics in, and develop mathematics from, children’s activity.

· Help children extend and mathematize their every day activities, from building blocks, to art, to songs, to puzzles.

· Create invitations to mathematical activities based on children’s experiences and interests.

Building Blocks Real Math Pre K math program Clements & Sarama, 2002

