CLOSE ——
READING

e Please write questions on a post-it note.
e Include your name.
| will respond to you asap ©.




1. Close Reading

5 Strategies (but there are more!)
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Example of  “Shades of Meaning”

in a Close Read

1. At your table, open your envelope.

2. Put the 8 words in order from: | MOST DESTRUCTIVE

LEAST DESTRUCTIVE

3. Be ready to explain your choices.




|
{ Mount St Helens .
: May18 1980 Ash

__ __.J_Falidut Distribution ¥ Mt. Saint Helen’s Video Clip
’ Ol W|th|ntheU S.

I 2 to 5 inches

[ 1/2 to 2 inches
[ Trace to 1/2 inch




THEY DOMN'T LISTEN TO METAL, THEY'RE 7

n.n'r AMNGRY, AND THEY THINK THEIR
uHITi.'E:EITHnIT_gE ABOUT TGHL

'l'El'

m OME OF THE MOST EXCITING

HEAVY RECORDS OF THE YEAR.-

Pullquutta lhat Really Pull -
NOW "Puu d QUOtE" from one Of FRELES TS i €€ The most

Cand 3.5 There is a full 3
shers) at £55- Do =
#hers) at L35 Do LTPressive

the two paragraphs we just read.

ewsairs cortectly | thing aboul
wranon and goe Lhe firs ;
pullguotes is

t timpoartant’ declaratign ptﬁpll: bead
What sentence captures et cverwrie the frst {_ em!
by dearing the graphad

the main message of the B R )
paragraph? |

4 i rores the second mule Ah

ikax for hackground i the Design View
b 've combamed those 3 background rubes into a
singhke shorthand nude below to make this smpler




Text Dependent Questions: 4
L —

1. Are forest fires ever good?
Using evidence from the text, explain your answer.

2. If you were talking to your 6 year old cousin,
how would you explain ecological succession?

3. Create a thinking map that compares and
contrasts primary and secondary succession.




WRECKING A TEXT

eHighlighting the choices the
author makes in the text.

eThen Mr. Fox chose three of the
plumpest hens and with a clever
flick of his jaws he killed them
instantly. (RoaldDahl)

eHow could you rewrite this
sentence? How does your word
choice change the meaning? Why
do you think Dahl made the word
choices he did?




KEY WORDS

 Allows readers to locate the
center of a piece of writing

e Students can highlight key words.
 Read Let Evening Come

*Identify one or more words you
consider to be central to the
meaning of the poem.

*Be prepared to explain your choices.

*Why do you think the author chose
this word instead of another?

*How does this word capture the
centrality of the text?




Allows readers to locate the
center of a piece of writing

Students can highlight key
words.

Read Let Evening Come

e|dentify one or more words
you consider to be central to
the meaning of the poem.
*Be prepared to explain your
choices.

*Why do you think the
author chose this word
instead of another?

eHow does this word capture
the centrality of the text?

Let Evening Come

Let the light of late
afternoon

shine through chinks
in the barn, moving
up the bales as the
sun moves down.

Let the cricket take
up chafing

as a woman takes up
her needles

and her yarn. Let
evening come.

Let the fox go back to its
sandy den.

Let the wind die down. Let
the shed

go black inside. Let evening

come.

To the bottle in the ditch, to
the scoop

in the oats, to air in the lung
let evening come.

Let it come, as it will, and
don't

be afraid. God does not
leave us

comfortless, so let evening
come.

Jane Kenyon



PULLED QUOTES

* Magazines often pull and box
important quotations from Stl'll'lgS attached E
articles to attract reader
attention.

* Requiring students to pull quotes
helps them determine
significance.

*Work with your table to identify a
significant quotation. Write a
short justification for the
guotation you selected. Why is it
significant?




TEXT DEPENDENT QUESTIONS

Standards based questions
answered through reading the text

Should be higher level

Give attention to different levels
of discourse

—text structure

—voice

—main idea or message
—vocabulary
—sentence structure
—academic vocabulary

Require teacher preparation and
student thought




Text Independent

Why did the North fight the civil
war?

Have you ever been to a funeral or
gravesite?

Lincoln says that the nation is
dedicated to the proposition that
“all men are created equal.” Why is
equality an important value to
promote?

The overarching problem with these
questions is that they require no
familiarity at all with Lincoln’s speech in
order to answer them. Responding to
these sorts of questions instead
requires students to go outside the text.
Such questions can be tempting to ask
because they are likely to get students
talking, but they take students away
from considering the actual point
Lincoln is making. They seek to elicit a
personal or general response that relies

on individual experience and opinion,

and answering them will not move
students closer to understanding the
text of the “Gettysburg Address.”



Good text dependent
guestions will often
linger over specific

phrases and sentences

to ensure careful
comprehension of the
text—they help

students see something
worthwhile that they

would not have seen on

a more cursory reading.

Text Dependent

In the first sentence, what does Lincoln tell us
about this new nation?

What is he saying that is significant about
America? Is he saying that no one has been free or
equal before? So what is new?

(Beyond what students may or may not know
about the Declaration of Independence) what does
Lincoln tell us in this first sentence about what
happened 87 years ago?

Who are “our fathers”? What can we know about
“our fathers” from this sentence?

What impact does starting the sentence with
“now” have on its meaning?

When Lincoln says the nation was “so conceived
and so dedicated” what is he referring to?



SHADES OF MEANING

Explore small, subtle
differences in meaning
between similar words or
phrases

*Read a list of words carefully
ePut them in order according
to their meaning

e Ask yourself -Which word
has the strongest meaning?
Which word has the weakest
meaning?

e Write the weakest word first




It's your tum!!

Order these words
—Angry

—Mad

—Ballistic

—Livid

—Annoyed
—Irritated

—Ticked off
—Furious



Close Reading Tips

» Use a short passage.

* Read with a pencil.

* Note what 1s confusing.
* Pay attention to patterns.

* Give students a chance to struggle
a bit.
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Close Reading Task &

i,

* Choose a section of text you will be
covering 1n the next 3 weeks.

* Choose 1 or 2 of the close reading
strategies to use with the text.

* Design the lesson.

* Do the lesson by week of October 25,
and be ready to share what worked




