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Position Paper Development Form

The final paper will follow this outline:

I. Intro

a. Hook

b. Back ground on problem

c. Thesis

II. Support for the thesis

a. Transition (intro the paragraph’s idea)

b. Set-up the quote

c. Quote the source

d. Cite the source

e. Connect paragraph to the thesis

III. The other side

a. Transition (intro the paragraph’s idea)

b. Set-up the quote

c. Quote the source

d. Cite the source

e. Connect paragraph to the thesis

IV. Make a connection or relationship of the thesis to another topic

a. Transition (intro the paragraph’s idea)

b. Set-up the quote

c. Quote the source

d. Cite the source

e. Connect paragraph to the thesis

V. Conclusion

a. Restate the thesis

b. State the significance of the problem

c. Make a call to action

Write everything in third person, no “I think that…” but “he thinks, she thinks, it thinks …”

Step I –  Get Organized

	1. Title of Article I 

2. Source

3. Date

4. Author

5. Web address
	1.
2.

3.

3.

4.

5.
	Write one sentence from the article:
support thesis or against it?

	1. Title of Article II

2. Source

3. Date

4.Author

5. Web address
	1.

2.

3.

3.

4.

5.
	

	Find an article on the other side of your position


1. Title of Article III
2. Source

3. Date

4. Author

5. Web address
	1.

2.

3.

3.

4.

5.
	


	Write the Essential Question (EQ)
	Write your answer/position

	
	

	Think of a catchy sentence to get your reader’s attention
	Write the hook


	Back ground – Describe the problem
	Rewrite the problem briefly



Step II -- The problem
Step III -- Support the thesis
	Transition 
Write a word or idea from the thesis
	Write and intro sentence with that word to intro second paragraph



	Set-up the quote 


	“In an article entitled …”

	Quote the source


	“ ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​____"

	Cite the source parenthetically


	(_____)

	Connect paragraph to the thesis


	Write the sentence that connects the paragraph to the thesis


Step IV – The other side
	State the opposing view
	Write a sentence that starts, “Those in disagreement state that ...”



	Set-up the quote that goes against the thesis (“In an article entitled …”

	Write the sentence

	Quote the source


	

	Cite the source parenthetically


	

	Connect paragraph to the thesis


	


Step V – Make a Connection

	Brain storm all the topics to which the EQ is related:

	The list:

	Choose one relationship and make the connection in a sentence
	Write the sentence:


	Repeat

	

	Will you use one?

Which one? 

Or both in two paragraphs? 
	Rewrite the connection sentence:


Step VI – The Conclusion 
	Restate the thesis

	Write the thesis:

	State the significance. Why is the question/problem important?
	“The question of ______________ is significant to __________ because …”


	The call to action, what should a person do?
	Write what someone should do about thesis issue, the answer to the EQ.
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