
Mr. Cano 

AP Literature and Composition 

Steps for Poetry Analysis: Follow these steps to help you interpret and understand poetry. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Quietly read 

the Poem 

Write down your 

first impressions 

of the poem. 

Highlight the title 

and number its 

lines. 

Highlight any 

capitalization and 

punctuation. 

Use a dictionary 

to define 

new/unfamiliar 

terms. 

Identify rhyme 

scheme and 

other sound 

elements. 

Divide the poem into sections 

of supporting ideas/details and 

Describe/explain/interpret 

each section. 

Identify and explain 

surface features of 

rhetorical 

framework. 

Identify the 

tone of the 

poem. 

What is the 

universal 

theme/message 

the poet is 

communicating? 

-Emotions 

-Mental images 

-meter 

-alliteration 

-assonance 

-consonance 

-onomatopoeia 

-can be based on 

punctuation or 

thematic ideas 

-diction 

-syntax 

-imagery 

-figurative language 

     -metaphor 

     -simile 

     -personification 

     -synecdoche 

     -metonymy 

-tone = attitude 
 

 

Source:  David Jolliffe’s Rhetorical Framework 

Point of View/Role:  English Teacher 

What do you now know/understand about the information in this map? 

For Mr. Cano’s AP Lit class, the poetry analysis process includes 10 

steps, beginning with reading the poem and concluding with finding the 

universal theme of the poem. 

Why is this information important? 

This information is important because this process will provide students with enough 

analytical information to effectively write an AP-level essay about any poem. 


