FORMAL LAB REPORT FORMAT
OBJECTIVE OR PURPOSE OF EXPERIMENT: In this section you will outline the objective of the experiment, e.g. For a Hooke’s Law experiment, you would try to measure the increase in length of the spring as a function of the suspended mass, and from your data calculate the spring constant of the spring.

THEORY: Include all the formulas you used, the physical concepts underlying the experiment and any diagrams as appropriate (e.g. Free body diagrams or circuit diagrams)

DIAGRAM : Draw a schematic labeled diagram of the experimental set up that you used.

MATERIALS: In this section, you will list the materials you use for your experiment.

PROCEDURE: In this section, you will list the steps used to collect data. Do not write a paragraph. Create a bulleted or a numbered list of steps.
DATA: This is the section where you record the collected Data in detail, in neat tables that make logical sense. Remember to include units and make conversions as necessary.
ANALYSIS: This section will include any graphs you make and any calculations. Usually a single complete sample calculation will be sufficient. Information calculated from the graphs (slope etc.), and equations of trendlines should also be included in this section, with an explanation of how you used graphical data. This is also where you would perform any percent error calculations.
CONCLUSION: This section would address whether your experiment met the objective set out at the beginning. YOUR CONCLUSION MUST MATCH THE OBJECTIVE.  You must justify any statements you make in the conclusion with experimental and numerical evidence. This is where you would also list any sources of error in your experiment, and any error calculations (human error and calculation errors are not acceptable).

POST- LAB QUESTIONS: Answer these questions, if any, after your conclusion.

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS:
· Your Lab reports must be typed.
· Graphs must be drawn on EXCEL or using the Data Analysis App on the iPads. All axes must be labeled accurately with appropriate units. Each graph should have a title of the form Y vs. X.

· For most labs, it is ok to work with your group on the lab report. However, the final 

report must be written in your own words. If I see two lab reports that look suspiciously similar, both students will have a large number of points taken off.
· Written up Lab reports must be turned in two classes after the lab is completed, unless stated otherwise.  Late lab reports will result in a 25% point deduction for each calendar day the report is late.
· RETAIN THESE INSTRUCTIONS FOR FUTURE REFERENCE.
