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Course Description:

Physics is a laboratory science.  Students will be investigating, communicating, and assessing physics concepts through guided inquiry activities, presentation of results.  
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The Sequence of Topics for the Year:

Constant velocity


Uniformed accelerated motion


Free Particle/inertia


Constant Force Particle 


Free-fall/Projectiles


Energy 


Central Force Particle


Impulse/Momentum

Expectations of the Class:  

Respect Teachers, Students, and Materials
Be Prepared to Learn and Participate
Keep an Open Mind
Follow Directions
These Expectations were the result of a collaborative effort from every student in the class and will form the basis for attaining a positive and successful year.  As a teacher I offered my opinion and am also bound to following and upholding these expectations but ultimately the decision for these expectations rested on the creativity and judgment of all of the students in each of my five classes.  I am excited about these expectations and look forward to an excellent year.  I would also like to recognize and thank the students who volunteered to attend the physics constitutional convention and helped create the final product during after-school help.   
Grading:

Students will receive both written and verbal feedback from both me as the instructor and their peers.  As the instructor, I will provide feedback that most often is comment only and will not be represented with a numeric grade.  This form of assessment is termed formative assessment and is intended to help you evaluate your progress towards the learning expectation.  Formative assessments, or assessments that are used while you are forming ideas include: quiz-lets, homework, class work, white-boarding, notebook checks, and classroom discussions.  It is anticipated that you always continue to reflect and learn from scientific investigations and activities conducted for the purposes of meeting the objectives of C.P. Physics.  

Periodically, you will be asked to complete a summative assessment task that will form the basis of your numeric grade for the course.  Summative assessments are assessments that are administered after the learning process is complete and include unit exams, midterms and finals.  You will have advanced notice of such assessments and the activities will involve the concepts we have learned in class.  The goal of the summative assessment is to engage your knowledge and understanding in unique contextual applications.  As such, all summative assessments will be returned to the student within 2 physics working days from the time the original exam was administered and there will be one opportunity afforded to retake any summative assessment (not including midterms or finals) following a week of reflection and self re-evaluation.  Grading will be rigorous, fair, and a helpful measure of what you have learned.
It is likely that the feedback and grading policy described above is a new format for you as a student.  We will spend time in class to make certain everyone has a clear understanding of the learning expectations and what one should be able to do to demonstrate success.  
Resources:
Textbook* – Hsu, Tom. Physics: A First Course. CPO Science 2005 (ISBN#:1-58892-141-7)
Binder – (bring daily) 3-ring binder maintained using the procedure developed in class
Pens & Pencils – (bring daily) assortment of colors is most useful

Calculator – (bring daily) Scientific or graphing calculator will help most
*you do not need to bring this to class every day– please keep your copy at home.
MHS Physics Website: http://www.mtsd.k12.nj.us/645938927141035/blank/browse.asp?a=383&BMDRN=2000&BCOB=0&c=58094&645938927141035Nav=|991|&NodeID=991
Physics classroom website - www.physicsclassroom.com 

Instructor Website – Linked to MHS main website under Faculty Webpages.

Physics Extra Help:

Tuesday – E2314
Wednesday – E2313

Thursday (Mr. Grieco’s day) – E2316

Collaboration is the basis for bringing together the knowledge, experience and skills of multiple team members to contribute to the development of a new product more effectively than individual team members performing their narrow tasks in support of product development. 

Collaboration requires effective team work. Team members must trust and respect one another. There must be open communication and a willingness to accept input from others. 

