Personal Statement/Narrative Essay

“Whether I shall turn out to be the hero of my own life, or whether that station will be held by anybody else, these pages must show.”







David Copperfield by Charles Dickens

Life is about experiences and we live life by the way we handle and think about those experiences.  We know that what happens to us in our life is what makes us who we are.  This is your chance to reflect, process and relate an experience through the form of a personal statement/narrative. For this essay (750-1000 words), you will discuss one of the following: 
What drives you? (To be who you are and towards a certain career).

What is unique about you? 

What hardship/s have you had in life? 

This essay should be 750-1000 words, double-spaced, Times New Roman, standard 1 inch margins.

Due Dates: 

1. We will type on _________________. 
2. You will need to submit your paper to turnitin.com before midnight on ___________________.

3. We will peer edit on ______________. (You must have a paper uploaded or you will lose points!
4. Final paper to turnitin.com on ___________________ at 11:59 p.m.

As you write your essay make sure that you are following the following characteristics of good personal statement/narrative writing:
1. include details: concrete language and imagery to help the reader share your experience
2. BUT, develop only those details that advance the narrative point

3. organize the narrative sequence

a. chronologically

b. flashback

c. flash-forward
4. make narrative easy to follow- use transitional phrases
5. use various sentence structures to engage the reader
6. keep verb tense and point of view consistent

a. present, past, future tenses

b. first, second, third person
I will look at papers in terms of:

· What did you set out to do?

· Did you do that?

· Have you given your reader enough information to support yourself?

Papers are written to explain: Why should anyone care about this?

· You work to convince someone else that it matters and that it matters in a particular way.

Grading Rubric (to be turned in with your paper)

Personal Narrative Assignment

DRAFTS
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· Has shown practice with the writing process
· Includes revised drafts—uses editors’ comments
· Has participated in editing another student’s work 
PURPOSE/AUDIENCE
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· Narrative is about ONE clear event from the three choices
· Narrative leads reader through event to central purpose
· Central purpose of event and narrative is clear and compelling
STYLE
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· Uses a variety of sentence structures 
· Concrete language develops vivid details

· Word choice is engaging and serves to enhance details
· Appropriate tone is used for intended audience

CONVENTION











/10
· Run-on, incomplete, and unclear sentences have been eliminated

· There are no errors in spelling, capitalization, or punctuation
· Dialogue is formatted and punctuated correctly
· Pronoun use is clear
· Verb tense is consistent

STRUCTURE, FORM, AND ORGANIZATION
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· Uses logical organization to convey interpretations and reasoning

· Uses paragraph structure in which key ideas are supported by relevant details and examples

· Proper MLA format 
· Papers are 750-1000 words  in length with standard margins (ask teacher if you don’t know)

· Use Times New Roman, 12 pt. font
· Final draft submitted to turnitin.com Aug. 4th
TOTAL POINTS
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