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MINUTES
WEST VIRGINIA BOARD OF EDUCATION

Robinson Grand Performing Arts Center

444 West Pike Street

Clarksburg, West Virginia

October 9, 2019
I.

Call to Order


President David G. Perry provided welcoming remarks and introduced the Robert C. Byrd High School Reserve Officers’ Training Corps for the Posting of the Colors.  Three elementary school students from Harrison County led the Pledge of Allegiance.  Following the welcome President Perry called the October 9, 2019, meeting of the West Virginia Board of Education (WVBE) to order at 9:00 a.m. in the Robinson Grand Performing Arts Center (RGPAC), 44 West Pike Street, Clarksburg, West Virginia.  

The following members were present:  President Perry, Vice President Miller L. Hall, Thomas W. Campbell, Robert W. Dunlevy, Daniel D. Snavely, Debra K. Sullivan, and James S. Wilson, and ex officio Steven L. Paine, State Superintendent of Schools.  Members absent were F. Scott Rotruck, Nancy J. White, and ex officio Sarah Armstrong Tucker, Chancellor, West Virginia Council for Community and Technical College Education, and Interim Chancellor, West Virginia Higher Education Policy Commission.
II.

Welcome - Introductions - Spotlight on Harrison County Schools

Dr. Mark A. Manchin, Superintendent of Harrison County Schools, welcomed the Board and introduced Mr. Ryan Kennedy, Mayor of the City of Clarksburg, who welcomed the Board to Clarksburg and to the RGPAC.  Staff from the RGPAC provided an historical overview of the RGPAC, partnerships enjoyed with Harrison County Schools, and plans for future partnerships.   Dr. Manchin recognized Harrison County Board of Education members Mr. Frank Devono, Jr., President, Mr. Michael Daugherty, Vice President, Mr. Gary Hamrick, Mr. Doug Hogue, and Ms. Kristen Messenger, and Harrison County staff members Ms. Sharon Hinkle, Mr. Jimmy Lopez, Ms. Doris Stuttler, Dr. Donna Hauge, Ms. Lola Brown, Dr. Vic Fisher, Ms. Angela Ammons, and others involved in planning for today’s meeting.  Dr. Manchin provided information regarding Harrison County and, assisted by Ms. Tracy Miller, Mid‑Atlantic Aerospace Complex, and Mr. Raphael Snell, teacher, Bridgeport High School, provided an overview of aviation and engineering jobs and aerospace programs and initiatives offered by Harrison County Schools.  Dr. Adam Cheeseman, Superintendent of Doddridge County Schools, representing superintendents from Barbour, Gilmer, Harrison, Lewis, Marion, Monongalia, Preston, Randolph, Taylor, Tucker, and Upshur Counties, presented the following topics of concern:  mental health, industry partnerships, certified teachers, middle school career technical education, and the school aid formula.     
III.

Approval of Agenda


President Perry called for a motion to approve the agenda.  Mr. Hall moved, and Dr. Wilson seconded, that the agenda be approved.  Upon the call for the question the motion was carried unanimously.  
IV.  

Remarks from Governor’s Office, Legislative Leaders,


and Leaders of State Education Associations/Organizations


Dr. Howard O’Cull, Executive Director, West Virginia School Board Association, provided an update regarding association programs and initiatives.  Mr. Dale Lee, President, West Virginia Education Association, applauded the Board for working with others and lauded the great works of the education community at-large in the expanding of programs and addressing personnel issues.  Dr. Mickey Blackwell, Executive Director, West Virginia Association of Elementary and Middle School Principals, addressed the Board regarding issues and concerns of principals and the need for assistant principals.

V.  

Delegations


Mr. C. Bryan Daugherty, teacher, Ritchie County High School, addressed the Board regarding ideas to improve West Virginia’s public schools.  Mr. Fred D. Clark, resident of Wood County, addressed the Board regarding the proposed closure of Waverly Elementary School (Wood County).      
VI.  

Recognitions

Superintendent Paine introduced West Virginia’s 2019 National Distinguished Principals of the Year:  Mr. John Jorden, Ritchie Elementary (Ohio County), Ms. Debbie Starr, Kermit Area School (Mingo County), and Ms. Holly Kleppner, Musselman High School (Berkeley County).  In attendance for the principal recognitions were Dr. Blackwell and Mr. John Rogers, Principal, Mountaineer Middle School (Harrison County), representing the West Virginia Association of Middle and Secondary School Principals.  

Mr. Hall recognized 2019 West Virginia Advanced Placement Scholars:  Ms. Daphne G. Barretto, University High School (Monongalia County), and Mr. Frank Y. Liu, Morgantown High School (Monongalia County).  
VII.

Consent Agenda


 President Perry called for a motion to approve the Consent Agenda.  Mr. Dunlevy moved, and Mrs. Sullivan seconded, that the Consent Agenda be approved.  Upon the call for the question the Consent Agenda was unanimously approved.  (Copies appended to Official Minutes, Attachments A through G.) 
· Approved September 12, 2019, minutes  (Attachment A)
· Received West Virginia Department of Education (WVDE) personnel matters (Attachment B)
· Approved the Kanawha County Board of Education’s request to amend their current 2010-2020 CEFP in relation to a 2019 School Building Authority Needs Project application for Kanawha City Elementary School  (Attachment C)

· Approved the Monongalia County Board of Education’s request to amend their current 2010-2020 CEFP in relation to a 2019 School Building Authority Needs Project application for Ridgedale Elementary School  (Attachment D)

· Approved an amended dual credit policy for Summers County Schools (Attachment D)
· Approved Fairmont State University’s addition of a Teacher-in-Residence (TIR) Program with Nicholas County, Glenville State College’s addition of a TIR with Pendleton County, and West Virginia University’s addition of a TIR Program with Pendleton County  (Attachment F)
· Appointed Ms. Lynne Roth Bostic, representing K-12 educators; Dr. Jeff Hunter, representing public higher education; and Dr. Raymond Singleton, representing private colleges and universities to a three-year term on the West Virginia Educator Preparation Program Review Board (Attachment G).
VIII.

Break

President Perry called for a break at 10:23 a.m. 

IX.

Call to Order


President Perry called the meeting back to order at 10:33 a.m.
X.

District Balanced Scorecard and Indicators of Efficiency Report


Ms. Michele Blatt (distributed information), Assistant State Superintendent, Division of Support and Accountability, presented the District Balanced Scorecard and Indicators of Efficiency Report for the Board’s information.  (Copy appended to Official Minutes, Attachment K.)
XI.

Closures/Consolidation - Harrison County Board of Education 



2010-2020 Comprehensive Educational Facilities Plan (CEFP)

Mr. Tommy Young, Executive Director, WVDE Office of School Facilities and Transportation, and Dr. Mark A. Manchin, presented Harrison County Board of Education’s request to close and consolidate Adamston Elementary School and Wilsonburg Elementary School.  Closure hearings were held December 3 and December 4, 2018; the Harrison County Board of Education approved the closures/consolidation on October 1, 2019.


Following discussion, Mr. Dunlevy moved, and Mr. Hall seconded, that the closures and consolidation of Adamston Elementary School and Wilsonburg Elementary School be approved.  Upon the call for the question the motion was carried unanimously.  (Copy appended to Official Minutes, Attachment H.)
XII.

Policy 4336, West Virginia School Bus Transportation Regulations,



 Procedures, and Specifications for the Design and Equipment of School Buses

Mr. Young presented Policy 4336 for the Board’s consideration.  Policy 4336 has been reformatted, reorganized, and amended to comply with current federal standards and technological developments.  Policy 4334, West Virginia Minimum Requirements for Design and Equipment of School Buses has been incorporated into Policy 4336 and is recommended for repeal.  


Following discussion, Mrs. Sullivan moved, and Dr. Snavely seconded, that Policy 4336, inclusive of the repeal of Policy 4334, be placed on public comment for 30 days.  Upon the call for the question the motion was carried unanimously.  (Copy appended to Official Minutes, Attachment H.)
XIII.

Proposed Amendment of Policy 2322, West Virginia Accountability System

Ms. Blatt presented the proposed amendment of Policy 2322 for the Board’s consideration and direction.  Policy 2200, Local School Improvement Councils: Engaging Parents, Families, Students, Business and Community in Education, is to be absorbed into Policy 2322 and repealed.  Discussion ensued regarding parental participation in LSICs, parental engagement with their children, and the number of training hours currently required for local board members and the possible addition of hours to address accountability.  Dr. O’Cull addressed the Board regarding the Board’s authority to increase training hours for local board members.  To allow input from the Board’s listening tour that completes in late October, Policy 2322 is to anticipated to be placed on public comment at the Board’s December 2019 meeting.  
XIV.

Proposed Policy 3300, Public Charter Schools

Ms. Sarah Stewart, WVDE Government Affairs Counsel, spoke to proposed Policy 3300 and stated that the policy will be released to the public prior to its placement on public comment at the Board’s November 2019 meeting.
XV.

WVBE Personnel Matters


President Perry called for a motion to approve the Board’s personnel matters.  Mr. Hall moved, and Dr. Wilson seconded, that the personnel items be approved.  Upon the call for the question the motion was carried unanimously. (Copy appended to Official Minutes, Attachment I.)

XVI.

Superintendent Report


Superintendent Paine spoke about his experience as a teacher and coach in Harrison County Schools. 
XVII.

WVBE Member Updates

 Dr. Wilson and Mr. Hall spoke regarding an Appalachia Regional Comprehensive Center (ARCC) event.  Superintendent Paine advised the Board that Westat (An Employee Owned Research Corporation®) has been awarded the contract formerly held by ARCC.  Mrs. Sullivan provided an update regarding Communities In Schools (CIS).  Mr. Campbell recognized Greenbrier County as the initial site for CIS and spoke to the tremendous success of students involved in CIS.  Dr. Snavely spoke about meeting former Secretary of State A. James Manchin, father of Superintendent Manchin, as a student athlete.  The Board’s secretary, on the behalf of Ms. White, reported that Ms. White participated in a follow-up ARCC event webinar on September 30.  
XVIII.

Break

President Perry called for a break for lunch at 11:57 a.m. 

XIX.

Call to Order


President Perry called the meeting back to order at 12:47 p.m.

XX.

West Virginia’s Voice:  Principal Panel

Dr. Jan Barth, Assistant State Superintendent, Division of Teaching and Learning, facilitated a panel discussion with principals and Board members regarding standards, curriculum, Policy 2510 (mathematics requirements), what teachers need to be better able to teach students, and recommendations for the Board’s consideration.  Principal panelists were:  Ms. Cynthia Calfee, Matewan PreK-8 (Mingo County), Ms. Jenn Cox, Skyview Elementary School (Monongalia County), Mr. Matt DeMotto, Bridgeport High School (Harrison County), Ms. Katie Hayes, Oak Hill High School (Fayette County), Ms. Tamber Hodges, Hollywood Elementary School (Raleigh County), Mr. Jason Marling, Sherrard Middle School (Marshall County), Mr. Mitch Nida, Berkeley Springs High School (Berkeley County), Ms. Marsha Stacy Podsiaklik, Western Greenbrier Middle School (Greenbrier County), Mr. Yahon Smith, Beckley‑Stratton Middle School (Raleigh County), Ms. Donna Van Metre, James Rumsey Technical Institute (Berkeley County), and Dr. Doug Ward, Tug Valley High School (Mingo County).  
XXI.

Break

President Perry called for a break at 2:37 p.m.
XXII.

Call to Order


President Perry called the meeting back to order at 2:42 p.m.

XXIII.

West Virginia’s Voice:  Principal Panel  (Continued)


Board members provided feedback regarding the panel discussion and extended appreciation to the panelists.
XXIV.

Items for Future Meetings


Mr. Campbell requested that the Board institute a Resource Committee to take up many of the issues stated by panelists and others discovered over the course of the listening tour and suggested committee members be himself, Mr. Rotruck, Ms. White, and Dr. Wilson, with resource support provided by the WVDE. President Perry approved the creation of the committee.
XXV.

Future Meetings



The next regular meeting of the WVBE will be held November 13, 2019, in Charleston, West Virginia.  The meeting will continue on November 14, 2019, if the agenda is not completed on November 13, 2019. 
XXVI.

Adjourn

Dr. Snavely moved, and Mrs. Sullivan seconded, that the meeting be adjourned.  Upon the call for the question the motion was carried unanimously and the meeting was adjourned at 3:05 p.m.  


Minutes approved by the Board on November 13, 2019.


______________________________________________






David G. Perry, President



______________________________________________






Miller L. Hall, Vice President

Minutes were recorded by 

    Virginia M. Harris

  Secretary to the Board 
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