Forensic







Term 1: 2019
Teacher:

Mr. Rutherford

Room:


B-4/Performing Arts Office
Email:


jrutherford@birmigham.k12.mi.us
3rd Hour Google Classroom Code:  cbl9b1
4th Hour Google Classroom Code:  gyq8bm
Objective:  

This course provides a fundamental approach to public speaking and oral interpretation through the development of oral communication skills and individual speech techniques. Furthermore, the goal of the class is to make each of you aware of the essential skills in public speaking and performing and help you to assess your individual strengths and weaknesses.

Learning Goals:
1.  Study the foundations of communication, public speaking and performance.
2.  Demonstrate a command of vocabulary necessary for public speaking.

3.  Develop self-confidence in oral communication and performance.
4.  Learn characteristics of effective writing and delivery for speeches.

5.  Improve your listening techniques to better evaluate other speakers.

6.  Present seven-eight graded performances in both public address and oral interpretation.
Skills:
Competent and effective oral communication delivery

Critical thinking and analysis

Writing for Public Speaking (Outlining)

Effective listening techniques

Essential topics of study:
Verbal/Non-verbal messages

Listening

Critiquing

Outlining

Delivery of Speeches and Oral Interpretation performances
Grading:
A variety of assignments will be used to evaluate and assess your mastery of the course objective. The grade for the term will be a continual grade for the entire semester. 100% of trimester grades will be based on a percentage of total points earned on in-class assignments, quizzes, homework and presentations. There is no Final Exam for this class. Grades will be posted periodically using Powerschool.  If you have an issue with your grade, please make an appointment to see me during X-block.
Make-up Work:
Due to the nature of this course students will need to turn in all materials on or before the required due date. If a student is going to be absent on the due date it is the responsibility of the student to get the work to school on the day is it required.  If homework is assigned while the student is absent the student will have 48 hours from his/her return to the class to make-up the assignment for full credit. If a student has an “Excused Absence” on the day of a presentation he/she will be expected to present on the day he/she returns to school. There are no extensions given for presentation dates unless noted in the students educational plan and pre-arranged in advance of the presentation date.
Attendance:
Attendance is crucial to success in this class.  Because of the nature of the course, students are expected to be in class every day.  Students should make every effort to reschedule appointments and other events in order to ensure that attendance will be as close to perfect as possible.  Your attendance will have a significant impact on your grade in this class, and may actually impede another student’s ability to succeed.

Assignment:
Presenting speeches/oral interpretation performances (7-8)

Research and writing outlines

Written assignments

Quizzes

Late work:

“Real” speakers have deadlines they must meet and so will you. If you absent on a day the assignment is due, you must present it and hand it in the very next day you return to class or you will lose credit. 
Class Expectations

Be courteous:
Listen when the teacher is talking, work cooperatively with your classmates and be an attentive audience member. No eating, no drinking, no hats, no headphones, and no food or drink (with the exception of water). 
Be responsible: 
Finish all assignments on time, be prepared for class every day, make up missed work independently, and contribute positively to class.  
Be present:
Make sure you are here every day, both physically and mentally.  Try to bring a positive attitude to class.  Smile frequently.  
Follow school rules: 
Abide by dress code (no hats or hoods on presentation days).  Cell phones and/or electronic devices may be used only upon permission of the teacher.

Materials needed:
1. Notebook for class notes and journals 

2. Folder to keep handouts.

3. Pencils/pens (two different colors)
4. Highlighters

5. Glue Sticks

6. A package of white 4X6 index cards (lined or unlined)

7. Black construction paper

Tentative Speech Schedule:
Week 1

Introduction to Speech. Assessment and Vocabulary. 

Week 2

Duo Broadcast

Week 3

Storytelling

Week 4
-5
Informative Speech  

Week  6
Mini-Multiple 
Week 7
 
Sales preparation-Media Center, Visual Aids and Audience Analysis

Week 8-9
Sales speech


Week 10-11
Student choice (based on MSCI Events)



Week 12
Impromptu (Presented during Final Exam day)
Cell Phones have the opportunity to distract you during the school day, but they also offer an important resource.  Therefore, I will allow your cell phones in class for specific purposes (timing performances, filming yourself perform).  Signing the signature page means that you will respect this responsibility and not abuse it by using your phone for anything other than the specified purpose at specified times.  
If you do use your cell phone for unsanctioned purposes the following procedures are in place:

1. 1st offense is a warning and the cell phone will be placed in a container on your desk.

2. 2nd offense the phone will be given to the Assistant Principal.

3. 3rd offense the phone will be given to the Assistant Principal and a conference with a parent/guardian will be scheduled.

