Richmond Southern Gateway Amenities
Richmond’s southern gateway, from Albany to the Santa Fe Channel, is the vibrant hub of the City’s expanding new economy.  Anchored by green technology, medical technology, food processing and distribution, and the Port of Richmond’s Terminal 3, this area has experienced steady growth even through challenging economic times because of its great location and amenities. 

The University of California’s Richmond Field Station (RFS) offers the Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory (LBNL) room to grow on an easily accessible campus, within fifteen minutes of the Berkeley campus, and nearer yet to transportation hubs and all the shops, restaurants and hotels in Berkeley, Albany, El Cerrito and Richmond that the LBNL and UC Berkeley staff and students already enjoy.  The RFS also brings LBNL to Richmond’s southern shoreline and closer to its beautiful shoreline communities - Marina Bay, Brickyard Cove and Point Richmond.  
The center of this area is Marina Bay, with abundant housing choices, shoreline parks and the Bay Trail, which is uninterrupted from Emeryville to the Santa Fe Channel.  This segment of the Bay Trail hugs Richmond’s southern shoreline and connects RFS to the Marina Bay Marina and Ford Pointe.  There is nothing quite like the ambiance of Salute’s Ristorante overlooking the marina with a view of San Francisco in one direction and the UC Berkeley clock tower in the other.  For more casual fare, the Boilerhouse at Ford Pointe is also on the water and never disappoints.  For local shopping and casual dining, Harbor Gate Shopping Center in Marina Bay is at the convenient to RFS.  In addition, Ferry service to and from San Francisco is planned for this area and the Water Emergency Transit Authority is working on an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) that includes a ferry station near Ford Pointe.  Finally, LBNL staff will want to explore historic Point Richmond with its village-charm, quaint shops and a wide variety of eateries ranging from casual to fine dining.
Within minutes from RFS are amenities unsurpassed in the East Bay.  In addition to Richmond’s shoreline amenities, there are three BART stations within a few minutes.  The closest is El Cerrito Plaza BART, which is across the street from El Cerrito Plaza with its stores, services and restaurants.  This is also a short hop from Solano Avenue and Pacific East Mall, each of which offer wide variety of retail, services and restaurant options.  99 Ranch Supermarket is the best place in the East Bay to get a wide variety of fresh fish and Asian foods.
Amtrak connects to BART at the Richmond inter-modal transit station in the historic Downtown area, near Civic Center.  This is the only place where BART connects directly to Amtrak in the same station, which is part of the Capital Corridor.  The Downtown/Civic Center area is home to many art, entertainment, shopping and dining experiences, including the Richmond Art Center, the Macdonald-80 Shopping Center anchored by Target, the East Bay Center for the Performing Arts, and the Hispanic businesses along 23rd Street, home of the biggest and best Cinco de Mayo celebration in the Bay Area.  Kaiser Hospital is also Downtown, conveniently located for appointments and prescription pick-ups.

In the final analysis, RFS combines a great location with room to grow the LBNL second campus and UC Berkeley uses in a vibrant bay front setting just minutes from the Berkeley campus and all the amenities the cities of Berkeley, Albany, El Cerrito and Richmond presently have to offer.  In addition, the growth of the campus will attract more economic development and amenities, which will have a tremendous positive impact on the region as well as the City of Richmond.  There is room to grow in Richmond and Richmond is on the rise.

