
PLEASE GRAB A NOTECARD to record any 
questions that arise for you during the presentation. 

We will address them during the 
Q&A portion at the end.



Gifted Service
Parent Meeting



AGENDA

• What is gifted?

• Service model

• What does service look like?

• Social-emotional needs of gifted 
learners

• Q&A



WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE 
GIFTED?

The ODE defines a gifted student as one who “performs or
shows potential for performing at remarkably high levels of
accomplishment when compared to others of their age,
experience, or environment.” 

Students can be identified as gifted in the following areas: 

• superior cognitive ability (general intelligence)  CSI/SAS 127 or 
128+ depending on the grade level and instrument being used

• specific academic ability (reading, math, social studies, 
and/or science) (95TH Percentile or higher)

• creative thinking ability (CSI/SAS 112+ & ODE approved checklist)

• visual-performing arts ability (Checklist & VPA Assessment Day 
through the ESC)



GIFTED NUMBERS 
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SERVICE MODEL
• Cognitive ID score of 137+
• Cognitive ID score 132-136 and reading ID 95th percentile or higher
• Serviced through pull-out with Gifted Intervention Specialist 

(includes Enriched Language Arts gr. 6-8)TIER I 
• Cognitive ID score of 128-131
• Cognitive ID score of 132-136 but no reading ID
• Serviced through cluster grouping with regular classroom 

teachers receiving ongoing PD (60 hours over the course of 4 
years; on-going PD thereafter)TIER II

• Reading and/or Math ID 95th percentile or higher, but no  cognitive
ID

• Serviced in grades 3-5 (math) 3-8 (reading) through cluster 
grouping with regular classroom teachers receiving ongoing PD 
(60 hours over the course of 4 years; on-going PD thereafter)TIER III

Note: 1st grade testing is for screening, not identification.



WRITTEN EDUCATION PLANS
• All school districts in Ohio reporting services to gifted

students must have on file a copy of a Written 
Education Plan (WEP) for each student served. 

• WEPs include any modification to the course 
content or instruction that change the depth and 
complexity of the learning

• The WEP goal and specific program components 
answer the question, “How is the goal different from
what every child will do?”









SAMPLE WEP GOALS

• The student will... 

o demonstrate an advanced understanding of 
concepts and an ability to apply multiple 
strategies to solve problems and answers 
questions.

o be able to identify and explain thematic and 
abstract elements in literature selections and 
demonstrate the same within written work.



WHAT DOES SERVICE LOOK
LIKE IN THE CLASSROOM?

Depth of Knowledge





• Good teaching for gifted learners happens at a 
higher "degree of difficulty" than for many 
students their age. 

In the Olympics, the most accomplished divers perform dives that have a
higher "degree of difficulty" than those performed by divers whose talents
are not as advanced. A greater degree of difficulty calls on more skills-
more refined skills-applied at a higher plane of sophistication. 

• A high "degree of difficulty" for gifted learners in their talent
areas implies that their content, processes and products 
should be more complex, more abstract, more open-
ended, more multifaceted than would be appropriate for 
many peers. 

They should work with fuzzier problems, will often need less teacher-imposed
structure, and (in comparison to the norm) should have to make greater leaps
of insight and transfer than would be appropriate for many their age.







LEVEL 3: Strategic Thinking
• Level 3 (Strategic Thinking) requires reasoning, planning,

using evidence, and a higher level of thinking than the 
previous two levels (Recall & Reproduction; Skills & 
Concepts). 

• In most instances, requiring students to explain their 
thinking and make conjectures is Level 3 activity. 

• The cognitive demands at Level 3 are complex and 
abstract. The complexity does not result from the fact 
that there are multiple answers, a possibility for both 
Levels 1 and 2, but because the task requires more 
demanding reasoning. 



LEVEL 3: Strategic Thinking
• Level 3 questions have more than one possible answer 

and require students to justify their responses. 

• Level 3 activities include drawing conclusions from 
observations; citing evidence and developing a logical 
argument for concepts; reasoning; explaining thinking; 
defending



EXAMPLE OF LEVEL 3 MATH

Using a base 5 math system, instead of base ten



EXAMPLE OF LEVEL 4 READING

Compare or analyze multiple 
works from the same time period 

or from the same genre.







Good teaching for gifted learners
happens at a higher "degree of
difficulty" than for many students
their age. 



Identification vs. Acceleration
GIFTED MATH IDENTIFICATION MATH ACCELERATION

• Determined by one 
standardized test

• Uses on-level assessments

• Acceleration is not an 
appropriate service for all 
gifted math students

• Demonstrates mastery of 
grade-level content only; 
likely to grasp new material 
quickly and will need 
enrichment

• Determined by multiple 
data points

• Uses adaptive assessment(s)

• Identification is not a 
prerequisite for acceleration

• Demonstrates mastery of 
grade-level content and the
ability to extrapolate 
meaning from the next 
grade level’s content; 
demonstrates the need for 
instruction at the next grade
level



HMS Math Pathways



SOCIAL-EMOTIONAL NEEDS
Of Gifted Learners



1. Be aware that strengths and potential 
problems can be flip sides of the same coin.

2. Gifted students’ physical, emotional, social, 
and intellectual growth is often uneven.

3. Gifted students may doubt they are 
actually gifted.

4. Gifted students may face social challenges 
not just from peers, but adults as well.

5. As they get older, gifted students may take 
fewer risks.



http://oagc.com/parents.asp



Q&A
wilkersn@hudson.edu

330.653.1328



SOURCES
• National Association for Gifted Children                

https://www.nagc.org/resources-publications/gifted-education-
practices/what-it-means-teach-gifted-learners-well

• Association for Supervision and Curriculum 
http://edge.ascd.org/blogpost/what-exactly-is-depth-of-knowledge-hint-its-
not-a-wheel

• Ohio Department of Education-Gifted Education Department 
http://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Other-Resources/Gifted-Education/Rules-
Regulations-and-Policies-for-Gifted-Educatio

• Ohio Department of Education-Webb’s Depth of Knowledge 
https://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Teaching/Educator-
Evaluation-System/How-to-Design-and-Select-Quality-Assessments/Webbs-
DOK-Flip-Chart.pdf.aspx

• Ian Byrd  http://www.byrdseed.com/10-facts-about-social-emotional-needs-
of-the-gifted/

• Ohio Association for Gifted Children http://www.oagc.com/parenthb.asp
• Math and the Mind’s Eye 

https://www.mathlearningcenter.org/sites/default/files/pdfs/ME3_0208w.pdf




