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Further Reading on Assessment

Check out these websites to learn more about assessments administered
at WMS:

Smarter Balanced- http://www.smarterbalanced.org/parents

STAR Reading and Math- http://doc.renlearn.com/KMNet/ROOS4872491706A8.Ddf

DIBELS: https://dibels.uoregon.edu/docs/ dibelsparentguide.pdf
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Help! What Should My
Child Be Reading???

Parents sometimes struggle with choosing
books for their children. Here are some
helpful ideas:

The first question that should be considered is, “What is
your child interested in? Do you have an animal lover,
sports fanatic, history buff, mystery solver, fantasy fan,
food connoisseur, car expert, or a music groupie?”

Kids like to have choice. Kids will read a book that is
more challenging because it is about a topic that
fascinates him or her. Assessments reflect a small puzzle
piece about each reader. Reading levels are elastic and
move with kids’ interests, motivation, and growing
abilities.

Catchy titles, appealing covers and illustrations, familiar
authors, and series all make very popular reads.

Once a choice is made, “test drive” the book. Have your
child read a small section from the beginning and the
middle. Can they say and understand about 85% of the
words? Could your child retell or summarize what he/
she read?

Popular choices for WMS readers this year:
What Are the Twin Towers?, One for the Murphys,

How They Croaked, The Night Gardener, Sunny Side Up

STEM- Science, Technology, Engineering
and Math

STEM involves reading as well! Students have to
think critically and problem solve. It helps to
share ideas with a partner and ask gquestions.

Here are three great sites to explore:

http://kidsahead.com/

https:/fkidsenvirohealth.nlm.nih.qov/

hitps://sciencebob.com/

BOOK RECOMMENDATION SITES WORTH CHECKING. ..

Scholastic Book Wizard- you can check several types of levels

and find recommendations based on genre, level, etc..

Lexile Levels- The lexile.org site provides Lexile levels for books as

well as allows you to search by level.

PragmaticMom- a blog with lots of book lists, STEM activities, and

other helpful information.

01040)
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Find Just the Right Books

Nerdy Book Club- a site with many reviews and lists by Donalynn

Miller,

ThisKidReviewsBooks- Erik created this blog about six years ago and It's still going strong.

~
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Improves Achieveme
Increases Motivation
Increases Vocabulary

Improves Writing

Builds Background Knowledge

Improves Understanding of
Text Structures

Develops Empathy

Develops Personal Identity
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Ways Parents Can Support
Reading and Writing at Home

Teachers College Reading and Writing Project

. Let your children see you read for pleasure. Share vocabulary, quotes, characters, and the story with

them. Compare similarities and differences between your book and the books your children are
reading.

. Talk to your children about how your parents read to you or told you stories.

Let your children see you write for pleasure. Send family letters to relatives or friends. Let everyone
in the family contribute a part or an illustration.

When you’re riding in the car, tell your children a story about when you were little or tell them a
story about something that happened at work that day. Leave off the ending and let them provide an
ending.

Have your children select three things they want to include in a story. Make up a story that includes
those three things. For example, the selections might be a princess, a race car, and an ice cream cone.
The children will love helping you find clever ways to include three things in the story.

When you look up at the sun/moon or pass a landmark/building, take turns making up a story to go
with them. At night, point out the face in the moon and make up a story about the “man in the
moon”. Follow up these storytelling events with a trip to the library to explore legends about people
and places from our own country and others countries.

Try different ambiances for reading a story aloud or storytelling. If it’s a scary story, tell it in the dark
or read it with flashlights. If it’s a story about when your child was little, bring out an old toy and
hold it as you tell the story. Try themes in your family literacy events. This works naturally with
holidays. Find books about the First Thanksgiving and read them aloud. Find pictures of the
Thanksgiving holiday and make a collage. Explore foods that go with the Thanksgiving holiday.
Make some of these foods and let everyone help read the recipe and prepare the foods. Trade stories
about Thanksgiving.

. Make a family book that is a collection of stories: favorite stories retold generation after generation

or stories of family events (first visit by the tooth fairy). Any time that stories are recorded, younger
children can dictate to an older family member.

. Help your child find a place in your home that is his/her favorite reading spot. A place where he/she

can read comfortably with little distraction. Put a basket of books near the spot. Include pens,
crayons, pencils, erasers and paper in the basket to encourage writing too. Every now and then, put a
“literacy gift” in their basket to discover and explore.

Read aloud daily to your child. Talk about the pictures. Make predictions about a story and see if
they come true. Read aloud a chapter-book before bed.

Help your child notice people reading and the writing all around them. Watch other people read.
Count all the people on a bus, in a library or café reading. Read signs posted all around you.

Visit bookstores and libraries with your child. Window shop as you pass a bookstore, look at the
books and imagine the storylines inside them. Then go in and see if your predictions came true.

Take books on trips with you. Read to your child on vacation or during a long wait at the doctor’s
office. Encourage the people you are visiting to read to your child aloud.
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Leave notes for your child in his lunch box or school bag. Leave notes for him/her around the
house. Ask your child to leave notes for you. Have your child create a to-do list. Have him/her turn
it into a checklist to encourage self-monitoring.

Encourage friends and relatives to give books to your child as gifts. Markers, colored pencils, pads
of paper make excellent birthday or holiday gifts.

Subscribe to a children’s magazine and have the magazine sent directly to your child. Show
interest when it arrives. “Show me your favorite article.” “I love that picture of . Popular
magazines include: Highlights, Click, Ranger Rick, Sports Illustrated for Students, and National
Geographic Junior. Large bookstores have many magazines to choose from. Find your favorite
magazine and take one of the subscription cards located inside it.

Play word games such as Scrabble Junior, Boggle, ABC Bingo, Word Concentration, etc. Tell
jokes, riddles and limericks. See how many words rhyme with

Encourage your child to read aloud to younger siblings, cousins, neighbors, even stuffed animals.

Talk about your own childhood memories. Share your own favorite children’s books and authors.
Share your successes and struggles in school.

Encourage your child to imagine or share stories from pictures in magazines, newspapers or family
photographs.

Listen to your child’s retellings and expand them. Encourage them to add more detail. Say, “That
would make an amazing story.” Then, imagine the story together.” Say, “You should write about
that.” Say, “The way you said that sounds like a poem.” Then, encourage him/her to write it down
as a poem.

Tell lots of family stories. Ask lots of questions when your child tells you a story. Ask them to
identify the beginning, middle, and end or climax of the story.

Look back over your child’s writings with them. Notice and praise the growth your child is making
as a writer.

Encourage your child to bring their writer’s notebook whenever they go on family outings. Whether
it’s to grandma’s house, a soccer game or restaurant, there will be plenty to notice, wonder and
write about.




Pare:n’l:_s as
Writing
Partners

Parents are eager to support their children’s writing
<kills. Give them a tool kit that shows them how.

Mary Ehrenworth

very parent knows the feeling of looking at his or her Kid's writing and
wanting to [ix it. This doesn’t change as kids get older. [ see my son
write insightfully ahout Holden Caultfield while misspelling Holden's
pame throughout his essay (the name of the main character—it's vepeated
probably 100 times in the novel), and a bleakness enters my soul. 1 dont
know whether 10 put him through the whole routine of “let’'s compare how you're
spelling this famous character's name with how the author spells it—here, on this
page. and this page, and oh look, on this page too,” or simply remark that he's got
it wrong and tell him to fix 1t or retreat 1o another room and find a compelling
beverage.
| dor't know what 10 do, and 1 teach writing.
Parents want to help. Bul because we're at a loss, we overdo it, ar we do nothing,
or we do whatever we can come up with s hard to teach your own child. 1 know
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that Peter Jehnstons (2004 advice aboul using cheice
words 1o build up a child's sense of heing an incleprndent
prohlem solver works heautilully lor me as a reacher, but
i1 somehiow beyend me as a parent.

Sa parents need practical 1ips about what they can ido-—
Lot s teachers of writing, but as samething else, Emer the

pareril s v Titing, partner

School Leaders: Set the Stage
Communicate Your School's Vision

Belare van set out 1o enlist others i promoting your s istany,

it always makes sense w reflect on the beliels and values
phar endergivd vour waork, So start by explaming o parents

how the vision you have lor vaur students as wnters shapes

phe weay vour schon teasnes Wrltig, ere's one example af

Low a school leader might wik aboul Wrtiing;

W believe thas viur chiddren can lear s w e well—thu
wiiting 1 a craft, To gt betler writing, 1L s important ihal
Vawrite, the more Huent they

they write a lon The morte chile
are. So one thing you can do is be theis cheerteader, helping

P develop the sumim it akes w become o fast and foens
WL

we will teach voure chiklren 1o be wnters of narratives,
gy W heliove inonag
Ftive hesstuse lor vour child lves it will e
tat they can el their oo stovies well, Fvery jobyintervies.

argiimeits, informanonal texts, and poi

TP = A s

e ossmy will bean

pverv schalarship apphication, pvery o i
opporTinity 6T your hikdren to wll their awn stories wilh
arace aned ot AW believe m argumaenl e caniase wie Wit
your children to be abie o advoeate for themselves aad others,
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BASIC PROMPTS

MORE ADVANCED PROMPTS

Parent Prompts to Help
Kids Rehearse Their Writing

e

How will your (story/essay/articiel go?

Tell me about the parts.

How will it start?

Then what will come next?

L]

How do you think you want 1o end?

What will be the mast important moment in the piece?

o What will be the tricky part—where might it get
confusing? Let me know when you're at that part, and we
can talk it out if you want,

e Try out a couple of leads on me. Let's see which ones
really get a reader interested.

o \What are you thinking about pacing? How will you
control tension?

e Do you want to tell gverything at once, or let out the
details bit by bit?

« What do you want your reader to know right away?

What do you want your reader to wonader about?

What are you saving for the ending?

How are you going to tailor this piece to your audience?

Do you have to explain any technical vocabulary?

e |s there a particular perspective or point of view you
want to represent?

o Wil you do anything 1o acknowledge other points of
view in this piece?

24 Upucationgn Lesavceswor ¢ Aren T4

o defend positions with logic and evi-
dence: to become £VET MOLC PCISBASIVE,
compelling, and ethical. We believe
in informational writng becasse your
children wall learn a Lo that they cas
weach others, now and in the future. We
believe in poetry because there s poctry
singing i vour childrens souls, and you
want to hear it

We believe that writers of all ages
beneht from having a writing partner
who will help them rehearse theie
writng and give them knowledgeable
feedback along the way, Therefore, you
can make an immense difference by
being a “first reader” for your child, We
can help you learn to do that

Be sure to look hard at what
eachers in your school are siriving 1o
accomplish with writing so that you
can describe 1. Clarify your vision so
that when you articulate it 1o parents,
the wark you describe will match the
experiences their kids are having in
vour classrooms.

Determine What They Are Doing,
and Ash What They Need

[f step one in making parents into
writing pariners is o communicate

a clear viston, step two 15 to hnd out
what is happening already. Survey kadks
and parents about what “homework
help” looks like now. Ask teachers
what kind of support they would love
parents to give. Ask students what
kind ol help they would love 1o get
and what they need as writers. Take
their responses seriously.

When asked what they struggle with
as writers outside school, lots of kids
say things like, “finding a quiet space
1o write” or “linding any time, ever.”
It makes you realize that kids need
help getting the television turned ol
clearing a table. and managing then

jam-packed schedules even more than

they need a specitic checklist or rubric,
Sometimes we don't talk about the
most essential elements that enable
kids to thrive academically because we




esmtie Thevre a given, but kids are
feaddiny ever-busicr, more fragmented
hees, o double-checking on the

L".w'i'l‘l'-l:ﬂ'.% can he transhormatve i and

ul sl

A Tool Kit of High-Leverage
Strategies

Ay colleagues as the Reading and
writing Praject and | worlk with
PAICIILS AUFOss e Lamnted States and
inernationally. Everviwvhero we g, we
see that parents wani thei children w
cuccred The lesson 15, never under
estimate parents, Give them a teol

kit of hnph-leverage 11t'il¢.‘li{_‘;li tips b
coisehimg wrlers, aned they sl he the

s honl's hest resource | Jore b s

ol the ma

clective wiiting panuers,

Pip 1 Help writers relwnrse

their structo.

A Lot of parents jump in te help ks at
e end of their writing. Luey RIS HE
<nd her eolleagues an the Re adding

and Writing Praject 1201 A1osupgest,
tough, that one ol the biggest wsies
kids have i straciuring thelv weiting,
[0 help wih that, vou swaal o bulp
the beginning ol the protess-—w hile

Lidds are Nguring out how their writig

will eo Tulking helps kids sort anl

big

sequence and correlate, Deanni kuhn

C301 10 has shown that this Kind ol
relearsal has o particularly siznileant
cifeer ot students arglment Witling
OV QUESTION pladeiiis el aske b fore
Lidds hegin o write 15, How wiall vour
(srovyiessavdanticle) god Ask themoa
el vou about e parts. I it's astory.
ey 1 often talk abows the bBeginmng,
middle and end. I ivs an arguinest,

they 1 olten alk bt the claim, the
reasons, and the evidence 101 inlar-
mananal whnng, theyleluen tall
bt thie topie, the subtopes. amul the
Lot Leatures.,  they don's Ll abwont

these parts, det G o then,

i Lips for parenis W0 v

Sanetimes it helps o use vl
bonds while repeating the paris,
flding down yout fimuers oF cotriig
acrass thom. Someiimes, as @ child
qames Lhe parts, it s helplul wjet
e dow e and thenask w Bether oue

PUILis going e b o anpoarhant

Uhan the orhers and, iFsaostar i in
S pnrvative, s helps aowriter huuie

st swhere the heart of the story Hves.
Y an essay, i helps awriie g

ant whether b intraduction ar Lot
Cluston will share the muost unportan
insight, or what g'm:'ilcul;u peece ol evi-
denee wall nost strangly support the
centtml argument. Just teave that sip
ol paper b irom al your writer belare
varty walk mway —iUs going Lo help hun

o her

Tip 2. Help writers eluborate,

When vou rehearse with awnter. vou
also st yoursell up to be an expert
par e Liter in the woiung prodess

W nlien see kids whie sy o It o

i they weite. Mayhe they sirugple
with grapho-phonics or with kov-
Boarding: mayhe stamin s an psaue
mavhe 1o much time has passed
hetween rehearsal and actually geang
heir ideas down on paper. When you
rehearse with a witer, work oninving
1o remenher what he or she s sl
so that you'il b preparad later 1o help
with claboranon,

Tot down great plirases or sdeas,
leep the notes so that faer, if tha
shinkutg s not s the WHLINg. vou vall

cay teasuallyvi SThere wis one thing

vom sand that was really cool Ih
Wils Do vou wanl 1o get that w

T O her times, vou ot really

i
ot becanse 11 just doesn leod right 1o
whip vut a cliphoard m the middle

of diner or while voure doving S0
worl o vour coneentralion anel vour
memony skills. Don't listen with hall

4 mrnd Don't fook at your phene

of ghinee at vour -l Pt vou
warries shout vour ewn work ot

ol vour head Tor these lew minutes
You need to be able 1o compare your
child's plan lor the wnting with what
S0 o she actualiy wriles, You teedd
sk voursell: What parts dicd my child
mention earler that aren't in here yet?

I ranscribing—writing what @ kel
i saving while e or she s saving
—can alsa catapultawriter nta
clabotation. “Wait st cond, sav that
auain,” voult remark. and then von |
oot clomvi or Ty evers word, andd hand
i Back with “definitely get that part
m—that's greay s really saustving
for Kids s o say miore than ey write
v see their words appear s writing
| ot of writers need help sometines o
capiure all their thinking,

Mt ly . being this kind of writing
[RIRR LR M aeiling psvotved af o
real pAT‘LHl_‘l'::‘E'lL['l bevel—carag enongh
about the prece and the wnter ¢ v
e authentn deep attenting even in

the midst of our franneatly husy Iives,
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Tip 3. Waork with checklists
and exemplars.
lohin Hattie {2008} has dem

onstrated that one Wiy e

accelerate achicvement s los
learners to have a crystal clear
viston ol what they are trying
to achieve, Give a writer an
exemplar that is just above
the level at which he or she is
writing now, and that wneer
can envision one path in
which o grow. Add ina clear
checklist that lists some of the
qualities in the writing. and
thie writer will be better able 1o
articulate and measure his or
her goals

When vour child is writing
something and you don’t
ko whiat good writing
would loek like in that genre,
at that age, ask the teacher lor an
exemplar—or better yet, coach your
¢hild to ask. Paul Tough (2003]
reminds us 1o move children beyond
cormpliance. Being innovative, reaching
ont for help, measuring themselves
against igh standards. persevenng at
hard things—that's what takes them
far. Teach your children to ask for
mentor wexts and o either ask for or
generate checklists, When they go off
to college, they'll know how 1o say
wr their professors, “U'm wondering il
1 could se¢ a strong example of this
kind of writing” or to ask, “Could you
perhaps clarily some ol the qualities of
this kind ol writing?”

Teachers, you can provide parents
with cheeklists and exemplars so that
they will hetter understand what wirk
their children are striving 1o accom-
plish. Often, kids and parents are
working ina kind of void, withour any
clear notion of how 1o raise the level
of writing. Parents, like kids, shouldn
have 16 intuil what makes for sirong
writing, They need accessible wols

VL ATIONAL Lpanpwsnee ¢ dren

me

this one idea/phrase that was very cool
gomething you want 1o add?

Saying

Parent Prompts to Help Kids Elaborate

you have to get that it in here!

o When you were talking ahout this, | jotted down
15 this

* Say more about this ene pert

« \Wail 3 second, 1'm going to jot dowen what you're
Now take this—see if it works anywherg

o How cid that part we starred (or that part you Sa
was most important] tum out’

e You know, thinking about how strong this piete
is, it might be worth thinking about the heginning |or
the endingl & little more,

so they can work hand in hand with
|(’ﬂl.,|'|i.'rh

Checklists and exemplars can be
found in various places. The Common
Caore Stute standards inclade anno-
tated samples ol student wning
( National Governors Association
Center for Best Practices & Council
ol Chief State Schoot Officers, 2010Q).
Srudent Achievement Pariners has
released an even mote exensive col-
lection ol student exemplars on fis
wihsite Owww achievethecore.orgl
Calkins and celleagues (2013) have
published checklists and student
pieces for grades K-8, Arl of course,
schools can make their own ools

I general, kids respond more
checkhsts that are in the fivst person-—
language that reminds a writer of

mportant work “17 can do as "1 write

Here is a sample from a Sth grade
checklist lor opinion writing:
{ wriote an intreduction that led wea
claim or thesis and got my readers o
care abeat my ppinen §gobmy readers
10 care by nat only including a cool

1014

fact or jazzy question, but also
flearing oul whal was significant
in or around the topic and gviog
readers inlormatan abeut what

was stenificant aboul the topic

o Thare was something you said hatare that struck

1 worked o find the precise right
words o state my clamg | let
readers know the seasons | weuld
develop later: Calkins & col-
leagues. 2013, p. 93)

Practicing working with
exemplars and checklists
would be a good topic lor a
parent warkshop. The school
might also send home some
pieces of children’s writing
that have been annotated o
highlight the skilis teachers
are Leaching

parents will learn a lol
ahout writing as the school
shares checklists and exem-
plars. Giving families wols and
tips democratizes the knowledge
ol writing 1t puls assessiment inte
the hands of children while they are
writing and lets families be part o this
important work

Lip 4. Show children how o work
with study partners.
We can also help our children turm
their [riends into study pariners. When
kids go off 1o high school and college,
they' Il do betrer il they can feam to
study with their Iriends—especially
if they can truly learn to push one
another. Mareover, Pedro MNoguera
[30073) warns that when peer culture
and academic culiure divide, peer
culture always wins out, A lot of kids
have a peer culture that henors ath-
letic prowess, IU's important [or them
(o build a peer culture that also honors
academic prowess

Ihey'll need explicit help with
this. Kids have no trouble giving one
anather advice in their personal lives.
But they are olten oddly reluctant 1o




enaage tne anther about theirawa-
demic qoals.

Kids skills in working with others
vall matter in their overall success. and
Vil G lse wrating as a way o buikd
those skifls, You want 1 enach them
i whiat Gladseedd L2008 relers oas
practiesl mtelligener, or sy B T B
preract with others with some grace,
Parents van belp by orchesorating
times lor frewds 1o wnte m the soow
space and watching how it goes. You
can ook in tips on how friends can
help ene another. “Bid you try en
vists stary on Amber?” “Youw might
have Henry lank over your essay with
the fens ol

Writing 1s nterestng, thougl,
beenee e aetual moment ol wnting
olten reguires solitude, Susan (.
L2002 Jouking at introverswsn,
ey us that kids ofien need vppor-
punitics teowork alone belare they
work with others. When parents see
hew friends work together, they i be
betet positoned e coach childrem an
achieving s balance of workiyg wlone

fmng one arother

wometimes and h

oihwer nsies

Workshops Help Parents
Implement the Tools

Waorkshops give parents opporiaiities
to practice these wols for helping then
Chitdeen with writing, Fir get parenis
o attend, schoel leaders and parent
jeaders need o design these work:
shups tagether, Parent femders will
have important insights ino effective
Hieentives and parental needs When
can paents most casily spend an how
at schoel? Is i casier for tem right
after morning drop-off? Will tha
exclude wo many working parcuts? 1s
i1 hetter to olfer a workshop as night,
perhaps right alter work. so they don't
have 1o leave the house agam? s
e the carhy evemng, ean vou ofter a

wrory Jowr i the libraery or @ mes e in

Everywhere we go,
we see that parents
want their children
to succeed. The
lesson 1S, hever
underestimate parents.
the caleteria lor voung children, and a
space somew here for older children o
do homework while parenis anend?

Can
Bave to worry ahout feeding theme

cou oller przzi o parenis don’

selves or ther edlspring thar mght?
Mhese are all things that parenis wory
abowtt, and it ven attend to these
details, vou 1 make wmore likely thi
the parents vou most wanl Lo feach ae
there,

Think ahaeut aitle for vour
workshop Your hrst challenge
persuache multiasking adults o get
themselves o vour huilding, A clever
workshap title ke Help Your Childien
as Wortters Noseand They e Mon Liteln
(o Cret into a TopeNotch College Later
mught pull than m Hep Fiwin Noay
o You May Never Be Twoning Hieir
Bedvoom mate That Guestroom might
also stk O mahe senid oun just 1
date, withs Harvard as a watermark
i the ba kground: Dot be atraed
to be cheesy. You can give the best
workshop m the world, and il parems
aren’t there, (L wmrt matter,

sy pazent Jeaders aned schood
leaders—aet creative with thinking
ahbout when amd where these learaing
apportunities can aceur. A ghizy
stand-abiome evenmg wosrkshaops s

olten a big deal and a big drvw Sois

a mandntary arientation for meoming
familics You could use curriculum
pight, You could create atip sheet to
by grven out st parent-teacher con-
ferences, You conld offer senvinars,
ot i sertes ol repeated workshops,
perhaps offered 1 dhfferent languiges.
wittil vou have reached most of your
RN,

I's worth it Teaching parents Lo be
ellective writing partners can e o

huge cllect on stident achievement. 2
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Penny Kittle se

Kids & Family Reading Report
5+ Edition

MSCHOLASTIC You

Key Findings of
Scholastic’s Kids & Family Reading Report:
The National Survey on the State of Kids and Reading, 2015

The study reports 86% of parents think reading books for fun is extremely or very important for their child, but
only 46% of kids say the same. In addition, 75% of parents with kids ages 6-17 say, "I wish my child would read
more for fun" and 71% of parents wish their "child would do more things that did not involve screen tirme."

Other key findings include:

1) What Makes a Frequent Reader?
«  Frequent readers (a child who reads for fun 5-7 days a week) have, on average, 205 books in the home
and infrequent readers (a child who reads for fun less than once a week) have 129 books in the home.
+  Frequent readers ages 12-17,read an average of 39.6 books a year, while infrequent readers in this age
group read an average of only 4.7 books a year.

There are three powerful factors that can predict whether a child (across ALL ages 6-17) will be a frequent
reader including:

«  Children's level of reading enjoyment

«  Parents who are frequent readers

« A child's belief that reading for fun is important

But, we also found unique additional factors predicting reading frequency at different ages: '
«  Predictors for kids (ages 6-11) include: being read aloud to 5-7 days a week before Kindergarten,
currently being read aloud to, and less online computer time.
«  Predictors for kids (ages 12-17) include: having time for independent reading during the school day,
reading more since starting to read ebooks, and having 150 or more print books in the home.

2) Reading Aloud
o More than half of kids ages 0-5 are read aloud to 5-7 days a week, but the number dips to | in 3 among
kids ages 6-8 and then 1 in 6 among kids ages 9-11; however, 40% of kids ages 6-11 whose parents
stopped reading to them say they wish their parents had continued.
«  More than 80% of kids ages 6-17 say they love(d) or like(d) a lot being read aloud to.




3) Reading in School
«  Only one third of children ages 6-17 (33%) say their class has a designated time during the school day to
read a book of their choice independently, but only 17% do this every or almost every school day.
«  School plays a bigger role in reading books for fun for children in lower income homes. Sixty-one
percent of children ages 6-17 who live in a home with an annual income of less than $3 5K read for fun

mostly in school or the same amount at school and at home, while 32% of kids ages 6-17 who live ina
home with an annual income of $100K or more say the same.



me the Argument.

_isten and gather evidence for both sides of the argument.
. You should be able to argue either way.

- Be alert to juic-y quoftes and statistics.

3. Pick a side.

. Caucus with your side:
- What is your BEST evidence!

. Sort through and weigh your evidence to find the strongest
- Rehearse your argument.
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. Face off!
- Meet your opponent and present your argument...and listen to theirs.
. You will have one minute each to present your argument.

6. Repeat back to your opponent the BEST part of their argument.
- What evidence was most compelling or persuasive?

7. Caucus with your side again to plan rebuttal.
B . What were the opposition’s strongest arguments and
how can your side rebut?
_ A rebuttal should not just be a restatement of your initial argument!

* - 8. Rebuttal with opponent (1 minute).

Argumentation Institute Pe o
Copyright 2013 Teachers College Rear'~~ and Writing Project
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Read the text and answer questions 9-14.

What Is a Spacesuit?
by David Hitt

A spacesuit is much more than a set of clothes astronauts wear on
spacewalks. A fully equipped spacesuit is really a one-person
spacecraft. The formal name for the spacesuit used on the space
shuttle and International Space Station is the Extravehicular Mobility
Unit, or EMU. "Extravehicular” means outside of the vehicle or
spacecraft. "Mobility" means that the astronaut can move around in
the suit. The spacesuit protects the astronaut from the dangers of
being outside in space.

Why Do Astronauts Need Spacesuits?

Spacesuits help astronauts in several ways. Spacewalking astronauts
face a wide variety of temperatures. In Earth's orbit, conditions can be
as cold as minus 250 degrees Fahrenheit. In the sunlight, they can be
as hot as 250 degrees. A spacesuit protects astronauts from those
extreme temperatures.

Spacesuits also supply astronauts with oxygen to breathe while they
are in the vacuum of space. They contain water to drink during
spacewalks. They protect astronauts from being injured from impacts
of small bits of space dust. Space dust may not sound very dangerous,
but when even a tiny object is moving many times faster than a bullet,
it can cause injury. Spacesuits also protect astronauts from radiation in
space. The suits even have visors to protect astronauts’ eyes from the
bright sunlight.

What Are the Parts of a Spacesuit?

The spacesuit consists of several pieces. The Hard Upper Torso covers
the astronaut's chest. The arm assembly covers the arms and connects
to the gloves. The helmet and Extravehicular Visor Assembly are
designed to protect the astronaut's head while still allowing him or her
to see as much as possible. The Lower Torso Assembly covers the
astronaut's legs and feet. The flexible parts of the suit are made from
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several layers of material. The layers perform different functions, from
keeping oxygen within the spacesuit to protecting from space dust
impacts.

Underneath the spacesuit, astronauts wear a Liquid Cooling and
Ventilation Garment. Tubes are woven into this tight-fitting piece of
clothing that covers the entire body except for the head, hands and
feet. Water flows through these tubes to keep the astronaut cool
during the spacewalk.

On the back of the spacesuit is a backpack called the Primary Life
Support Subsystem. This backpack contains the oxygen that
astronauts breathe during a spacewalk. It also removes carbon dioxide
that astronauts exhale. The backpack also provides electricity for the
suit. A fan moves the oxygen through the spacesuit and life support
systems, and a water tank holds the cooling water that flows through
the Liquid Cooling and Ventilation Garment.

Also attached to the back of the suit is a device called the Simplified
Aid for Extravehicular Activity Rescue, or SAFER. SAFER has several
small thruster jets. If an astronaut became separated from the space
station, he or she could use SAFER to fly back.

What Other Spacesuits Have Astronauts Worn?

NASA's first spacesuits were developed for the Mercury program.
Mercury was the first time NASA astronauts flew into space. These
simple suits were based on pressure suits worn by U.S. Navy pilots.
Astronauts did not go on spacewalks then. The Mercury suits were
worn only inside the spacecraft.

NASA's first spacewalks took place during the Gemini program. The
suits used for Gemini were more advanced than the Mercury suits. But
the Gemini suits were simpler than today's spacesuits. These suits did
not contain their own life support. Instead, they connected to life
support systems on the Gemini spacecraft with a cord called the
umbilical.

Spacesuits designed for the Apollo program had to do things the first

suits did not. These spacesuits had to protect astronauts walking on
the moon. Unlike the other suits, the Apollo suits had boots made to
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walk on a rocky surface. The Apollo suits also contained a life support
system, similar to the Portable Life Support Subsystem on the current
suit. Having a life support system on the spacesuit allowed the
astronauts to explore away from the funar lander. Spacesuits similar to
the Apollo suits were used on the Skylab space station. Like the
Gemini suits, the Skylab suits connected to life support systems on the
spacecraft via an umbilical.

What Spacesuits Are Worn Today?

In addition to the EMU, NASA astronauts wear other suits today. The
Advanced Crew Escape Suit is the orange suit that astronauts wear
during launch and landing of the space shuttle. This suit cannot be
worn during spacewalks. Sometimes, NASA astronauts will wear the
Russian Orlan spacesuit. This suit is the Russian version of the EMU
and is used for spacewalks. Another Russian suit is the Sokol. Like the
Advanced Crew Escape Suit, the Sokol is designed only to be used
inside a spacecraft. It is used on the Russian Soyuz spacecraft.

“What is a Spacesuit?” by David Hitt, from nasa.gov. © 2008 by NASA
Education. In the public domain.
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Sample Grade 6 Questions

This question has two parts. First, answer part A. Then, answer part B.

Part A

What is most likely the author’s intent by mentioning “A spacesuit is much more

than a set of clothes astronauts wear on spacewalks” at the beginning of the text?

A. The author wants to inform the reader that astronauts regularly walk in space.

B. The author wants to describe to the reader the importance of astronauts walking
in space.

C. The author wants to explain to the reader that astronauts wear spacesuits during
flights in space.

D. The author wants to convince the reader that spacesuits are more important to
astronauts than most people think.

PartB

Which sentence from the text best illustrates the conclusion made in part A?
A. “The spacesuit protects the astronaut from the dangers of being outside in
space.”

“The spacesuit consists of several pieces.”

“The Mercury suits were worn only inside the spacecraft.”

“This suit cannot be worn during spacewalks.”

oaow

Read the paragraph from the text and the directions that follow.

Spacesuits also supply astronauts with oxygen to breathe while they are in the
vacuum of space. They contain water to drink during spacewalks. They protect
astronauts from being injured from impacts of smali bits of space dust. Space dust
may not sound very dangerous, but when even a tiny object is moving many times
faster than a bullet, it can cause injury. Spacesuits also protect astronauts from
radiation in space. The suits even have visors to protect astronauts' eyes from the
bright sunlight.

What is the author’s central idea in this paragraph? Use evidence from the text to
support your answer.

Select the two sentences from the text that best support the inference that extra-

vehicular space exploration would not have been possible without spacesuits.

O “A spacesuit is much more than a set of clothes astronauts wear on spacewalks.”

O “Spacesuits also supply astronauts with oxygen to breathe while they are in the
vacuum of space.”

O “The layers perform different functions, from keeping oxygen within the spacesuit
to protecting from space dust impacts.”

O “These simple suits were based on pressure suits worn by U.S. Navy pilots.”

0 “The Advanced Crew Escape Suit is the orange suit that astronauts wear during
launch and landing of the space shuttie.”




