APUSH

Chapter 32:  The Politics of Boom and Bust, 1920-1932

Homework Questions from Pageant

Big Question: How did the depression challenge the traditional belief of Hoover and other Americans in “rugged individualism”?
1. Why did the American people elect, in succession, two such political and personal mediocrities as Harding and Coolidge?  Why were these two politicians so popular, personally and politically, during their lifetimes, and so downgraded by posterity? 

2. Would American membership in and all-out support for the League of Nations have served the national interest more effectively than the Washington Conference and Kellogg-Briand Pact?

3. Was the US strong enough to have shaped and controlled world events in the 1920s and thereby headed off the rise of the Asian and European dictatorships of the 1930s?

4. What evidence indicated throughout the 1920s that the economy was not as healthy as most believed?  Why weren’t these weaknesses addressed?  To what extent did the policies of the 1920s contribute to the depression?
5. Discuss the Harding scandals. Were the Harding scandals largely a product of individual weakness and corruption or did they reflect post World War I political climate?  Why did the Republican party suffer so little damage from the scandals?

6. In what ways did the Washington Conference, Kellogg-Briand Pact, and Stimson doctrine each fall short of ensuring American national security?

7. Why did the sudden drop in stock values have such a widespread negative impact on the diversified American economy?  

8. Explain how American tariff policy and policy over war debts and reparations contributed to deepening the Great Depression, even if they did not cause it.  Why were Americans so generally indifferent to the effects of their policies on Europe during those years?
9. It has been said that the 1920s saw a shift from the old Republican philosophy of small government to a new belief that government ought to actively aid big business.  What evidence is there for this view?  In what ways did Republican presidents continue to believe government should keep hands off the economy?  

10. Compare the migration of people during the Great Depression to the migrations which occur in WWI and WWII.

Key Terms and People

Nine-Power Treaty

Dawes Plan

Hawley-Smoot Tariff 

Reconstruction Finance Corporation

Norris-LaGuardia Anti-injunction Act

Bonus Army


Bracero program
Albert B. Fall


Luisa Moreno

For Your Information- Past A.P. Essay questions on this area of study:

1. Relying on critical evaluation of the accompanying documents, analyze the factors that probably influenced Congress to pass the Immigration Act of 1924.  (DBQ 1973)

2. Although often defended and attacked on purely economic grounds, the federal tariff policies of hte United States have been more important politically than economically.  Assess the validity of this generalization in regard to TWO tariffs in US History. (1975)

3. The economic policies of the federal government from 1921 to 1929 were responsible for the nation’s depression of the 1930s.  Assess the validity of this generalization.  (1983)

