Language and Religion Are Tied to
Patterns of Migration



Geographer’s
Perspective on Language

e Language transmits culture.

eLanguages is perceptions.
Attitudes, understandings, and
responses are partly determined
by the words available.

e Languages help define cultural
diversity and distinct regions.



Influences on the Distribution of
Languages



TAIIK- &7 _¢ _mae = T
ISTAN * T @ [[L N A JAMMU AND KASHMIR
o h’Fgﬂhﬂ‘ST“H i u 4| PRINCIPAL LANGUAGES, 1981*
St 2 ey i,-...\ INDO-ELROFEAN FARIILY ucta
,-"' -"~,_ gﬂ%’fmr INIVE SUE-FARILY
A . Lo
Gilg itAg ency . Poain| S on. [ i | 200 [ 2 siasn
e e | T
= "’*"..__ e G 50005 r ol
i J| 1r_'_ L 2
NDF{THERH AREAS =
.'I & ) A H_?I g class fad by ekl on Ind s sde of LOT el tr,ulu- st 1 A
2 '} ',E. 5 :} Baltistan m::.;gla 'bg:uu-;imlns.:ll-;:;mm mmuﬁ f:fr_;lo:.aclhadr' Nn‘l:ﬁﬂfm;
!"'Z‘f ] ¥ —— T P
; 5 : S f B Aksai o
Al R b Chin e
- % s A
i \\ E s
Ladakh ¥
i sLah -
ol e s i
KASHMIR ’\i
| @ [ 0[N A
R
b e J'\\
- .“-n. - |..- -E ‘,
b 'f.'-'.--’l £
L 1 rl
N D I A >
L,
4 X




Language Diversity and
Uniformity

* Preserving language diversity
— Hebrew: reviving extinct languages
— Celtic: preserving endangered languages
— Multilingual states: Switzerland, India
— Isolated languages: examples in next slides

« Global dominance of English

— English as a lingua franca

— Diffusion to other languages: mass media,
Internet!



The Environment Provides Refuge



Shatter belts



Examples of Linguistic Refuge Areas



Linguistic Ecology



Languages Speakers
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The Americas

The Pacific 15%,

14%

Africa
30%
Asia
33%

Europe



Area

Africa
Americas
Asia
Europe
Pacific

Totals

Living languages

Count
2,092
1,002
2,269

239
1,310

6,912

Percent
30.3
14.5
32.8
3.5
19

100

Number of speakers
Count Percent ~ Mean
675,887,158 11.8 323,082
47,559,381 0.8 47,464
3,489,897,147 61 1,538,077
1,504,393,183 26.3 6,294,532
6,124,341 0.1 4,675

5,723,861,210

100 828,105

Median
25,391
2,000
10,171
220,000
800

7,000
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Classifications
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T-56a Figure 5.11a Language families pie chart.

LANGUAGE FAMILIES

(Percentage of people
speaking each)
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anguage Families of the World




The Environment Guides Migration



The Environment Guides Migration



The Environment Guides Migration



The Environment Guides Migration



The Indo-European Language
Family

« Branches of Indo-European

— Germanic branch
— Indo-Iranian branch
— Balto-Slavic branch
— Romance branch

» Origin and diffusion of Indo-European
— Kurgan and Anatolian theories
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Languages of the
Hindu-Kush

Copyright © 1999 by
Richard F. Strand

gujari .
> Fﬁlf Indus |

s NET K ohistany

Torwal p!

hindko



E FPortugussa
- Galician

I:I Epanish
[ catatan

|:| French/Langue d'oil

D FrenchiLangue d'oc
{OCecitan)

[ ] tatian
- Sardinian
D Raomansh
[ Ladin
B ruian
- Remanian

Mot Romance
larganes

TS e re

B g %/ = 7
ATLANTIC T, | L LUK, IQ\ LT j‘f
2 {\ FRANCE e r&kLﬂ‘.‘AKIA i
:"II' H.

Medrtﬁnanaan Ses

.p""

op et TS —

S
5 {2
asq | B MILES Al GERIA [
: L

T
250 SO0 KILOMETERS /||

i e 7l e
i A = 1(5 e

o P 3 i

W =" E E#. GERMANY POLAND .

4

BELARUS

o

\rl'_.

Copyright © 2008 Pearson Prentice Hall, Inc.




KURGAN MIGRATION
“—— 4000-3000ac
. +— 3000-2000 8c.
' [ Avea infirated by 4000 .
[ ] Areainfitrated by 3500s.c.

Copyright © 2008 Pearson Prentice Hall, Inc.




ATLANTIC </
OCEAN %

ANATOLIAN MIGRATION
<+— 6000-5000 B.c.
=— 50004000 8c

“—— 4000-3000 .
I Y i

S
T

i,

s immaa N

TN
'A‘!rﬂf P 500

|
1,000 KILOMETERS

1,000 MILES
J

Copyright © 2008 Pearson Prentice Hall, Inc.



Distribution of Other Language
Families

 Classification of languages

 Distribution of language families

— Sino-Tibetan language family

— Other East and Southeast Asian language
IEIIIER

— Afro-Asiatic language family
— Altaic and Uralic language families
— African language families



LANGUAGE FAMILIES
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Chinese Linguistic Groups
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