
ESL Parent Meeting
October 25, 2017



Agenda

 Third Grade Reading Law
 ESL Program Information—What to Expect
 Parent/Teacher Conferences at West Maple
 Report Cards and ESL Progress Reports
 Opportunities to get involved at West Maple, 

eNews, ESL Website
 Things you can do at home to help your child 

with English
 Time to connect with other ESL parents/ 

Questions



Third Grade Reading Law

 Our students are 
making good 
progress

 We know it takes 
years to read at 
grade level in 
second language

 We know having 
another 
language/s is an 
asset



What the law says we must do:

 IRIP: Individualized Reading Improvement Plan

 We must complete an IRIP for each student in 
grades K-3 who is reading below grade level on 
Fountas and Pinnell and/or NWEA

 We must present these plans to you in a meeting 
with the classroom teacher
 We will set up a meeting before conferences, but
 You may choose to receive the IRIP at conferences



IRIP: Individualized Reading 
Improvement Plan

 The IRIP will show you:
 What your child can do in reading in English
 How your child is being supported by ESL staff
 How your child is being supported by their classroom 

teacher
 Recommendations for home:
 Reading and discussing books in native language
 Building oral language in English through activities 

your children love
 Reading in English



What the law says: 

 All kindergarteners and first-graders in 2017-
2018 are expected to be proficient on the 
English language arts section of the state test 
(currently M-STEP) when they are in 3rd grade
 Students who have been in U.S. schools for less 

than 3 years when they take M-STEP are exempt
from any consequences
 Students who have been in U.S. schools for 

fewer than 3 years can ask for an exemption
 We will help you with this if necessary.



No worries—we are here to help



Why ESL Centers?

Goals 
 To develop English language proficiency 

by providing instruction for up to 120 minutes daily; 
 To provide orientation and basic survival skills for 

American culture and schools; 
 To build oral language, which is vital in order to read;  
 To provide appropriate instruction at the appropriate 

level;
 To enhance ELs’ self-esteem.



ESL Centers

Four blocks of instruction:

 Oral language
 Word work
 Guided Reading
 Writing

(Listening and vocabulary included in all four areas)



Levels of English 
Language Proficiency



WIDA Can Do Statements

 Show what English Learners (ELs) CAN do at 
their current English Level.

 Show the natural progression through which 
your child will move as he/she becomes more 
proficient.

 Usually children will move to higher levels in 
speaking/listening quicker than in 
reading/writing.

 The best thing you can do to support your child’s
progression from one level to the next is to read 
good-fit books with them. 









Entering Student

 He CAN draw a picture of each plant structure 
and its function.
  He CAN label a familiar 
diagram used in class.



What Entering Students Can Do 



Developing Student

 She CAN write simple sentences about plant 
structures and their function using a 
word/phrase bank to assist with content 
vocabulary.
  She CAN use a visual as a support in her 

explanation about plant structures and 
functions. WORD BANK

Stem
Flower
Root
Seed
Leaf
Seedpod

PHRASE BANK
Produces fruit/seeds
Grows into new plants
Captures sunlight to make food
Transports nutrients and water
Protects seeds when they travel



Expanding/Bridging Student

 He CAN explain the structures and functions 
of flowering plants by writing about his 
classroom plant or by describing the life cycle
of a plant.
 He CAN do this by producing original 

sentences.



Top: September

Bottom: January  

One third-grade 
student’s writing 

samples



ESL Progress Reports

 ESL Progress Report for all Entering and 
Emerging students (levels 1-2)—students 
who receive services up to 120 minutes/day
 Benchmarks in four domains: listening, 

speaking, reading, and writing
 Report cards and progress reports will go 

home right before conferences.



Birmingham Public Schools Academic 
Quality Descriptors for Standards

Students will not receive letter grades on their report cards.  
They will receive quality descriptors.



Parent-Teacher Conferences
November 20th and 21st 

 Monday, November 20th and Tuesday,  November 21st, 
from 1 – 4 p.m. and 5 – 8 p.m.

 You will receive notification via email to sign up on Sign-
Up Genius at 4 p.m. today

 You may sign up to see classroom teacher and ESL 
teachers (or any other teacher)

 5th grade meets in cafeteria, and you wait in line for each 
teacher and each subject area

 Unified Arts teachers (PE, Music, Art, Spanish) meet by 
the cafeteria or in their room.

 For ESL, two families sign up for each 30-minute time slot
 Classroom teachers usually have 10 or 20-minute time 

slots



How to get involved at West Maple



Sign-up for the eNews

Scroll to the bottom of the Birmingham homepage.



West Maple ESL Website

 https://www.birmingham.k12.mi.us/domain/1
310
 Program Description
 Parent Meeting Dates
 Digital resources
 Links to Family Resources, Including Adult English

Classes

https://www.birmingham.k12.mi.us/domain/1310
https://www.birmingham.k12.mi.us/domain/1310


What can I do with my child at 
home? (Levels 1-2)

 Oral language development greatly affects literacy
development
 Enroll students in fun activities that they enjoy: 

dance, sports, art, drama, and so much more
 Even play dates with English speakers means that 

your child is acquiring English
 Books that are “too easy” also help with English 

acquisition
 Know that acquiring a second language takes time



What can I do with my child at 
home? (Levels 1-2)

 Visit the board book section of the library
 Flip books are fun for guessing games
 Your child can act out vocabulary that they learn from picture and board

books
 Read the take home books from ESL.  When you send them back,

we will send more.
 Listen to your child read books on Kids A-Z.
 Play Games! (Colors, numbers, days of the week, feelings, 

opposites, adjectives, prepositions, shapes, action verbs, words 
from books you are reading at home
 I-Spy: http://www.wikihow.com/Play-the-I-Spy-Game 
 Charades: http://fun.familyeducation.com/activity/37075.html 
 Hang man (sleep man): http://www.wikihow.com/Play-Hangman 
 Go Fish: http://www.dltk-kids.com/games/go-fish.htm 
 Pictionary: http://www.group-games.com/ice-breakers/homemade-

pictionary-game.html 

http://www.wikihow.com/Play-the-I-Spy-Game
http://fun.familyeducation.com/activity/37075.html
http://www.wikihow.com/Play-Hangman
http://www.dltk-kids.com/games/go-fish.htm
http://www.group-games.com/ice-breakers/homemade-pictionary-game.html
http://www.group-games.com/ice-breakers/homemade-pictionary-game.html


What can I do with my child at 
home? (Levels 3-5)

 Keep in mind that strong reading skills and vocabulary 
in a first language transfer to strong reading skills and 
vocabulary in a second language. 
 Encourage your child to continue reading in his/her native 

language.
 Ask your child to teach you about what they learned in any 

of their subjects.  They should teach you in their strongest 
language!

 Read with and to your child.  Children are never too 
old for picture books.

 Don’t stress about the homework! If you are doing 
more of the homework than your child is doing, stop 
doing it and write a short note about the difficulty to 
your child’s teacher.  



ESL Homework

 Book folders 
 Return as often as you would like

Word Sorts 
 May go home for practice throughout the year



Questions?

 Email us
 Becky Gilbert at rgilbert@Birmingham.k12.mi.us
 Kalyn Wulatin at 

kwulatin@Birmingham.k12.mi.us 

mailto:rgilbert@Birmingham.k12.mi.us
mailto:kwulatin@Birmingham.k12.mi.us

