The Odyssey- Creative Response

Directions: Choose one of the following activities. You will begin this response in class, but must complete it for homework, due Friday September 10, 2010.

Each of these responses requires you to understand the overall themes of The Odyssey and how the individual literary elements helped to develop those themes. 
1. Character Diary: Write five 200-word entries in one of the following character’s journal:  Odysseus, one of Odysseus’ crewmembers (i.e. Eurylochus, Polites), Penelope, or Telemachus.  Choose one significant event for each entry and imagine how that character felt going through the experience. Be sure that you discuss feelings and thoughts and not just summaries of the plot.





Requirements: 

· Five 200 word entries, dated, stapled in order 

· Spell all names and places correctly 

· Five different events specifically described with vivid word choice

2. Front Page of a Newspaper for Ithaca: Pretend to be the editor of a newspaper written around the time of Odysseus’ journey. 
Requirements: 
· Have four complete, informative articles (each at least 200 words) 

· Have headlines for each article 
· Have title of newspaper 

· Have at least one illustration 

· Must be larger than a sheet of typing paper 
· Be creative!  Use classifieds, personals, editorials, etc. 
3. Travel Poster: Create a poster that advertises one of the islands that Odysseus visited, and attempt to get others to visit that island.  Be positive about the island! Use persuasive techniques such as slogans, attractive pictures, and comments from characters in The Odyssey.        Requirements: 
·Use color
·Use a slogan for the island 
· Include an illustration 
· Include a 200 word description of the island (it could be the history of the island—what happened there) 
· Must be larger than a sheet of typing paper 
4. Soundtrack: Create a soundtrack for The Odyssey.  Think about the plot and themes.  What songs would connect with each?  Choose at least five songs and write a 100+ word explanation for each to show how it relates to the themes or plot.  
Requirements: 
· Choose at least five songs that relate to the themes or plot of The Odyssey 
· For each song, write a 100+ word explanation that relates each to the theme/plot 
· Create a CD cover:  art, title, song titles, on a CD-sized paper (can make a booklet for the descriptions that accompany the songs. 
5. Write a Poem: Create a poem that responds to a character, event, or place from The Odyssey. Make sure that the poem relays themes similar to those of the narrative epic poem. 

Requirements:
· Poem must have a minimum of 5 stanzas
· Poem should use rhythm, rhyme scheme, or structure that is reminiscent of The Odyssey
· Poem needs to contain at least 5 types of figurative language: simile, metaphor, imagery, personification, hyperbole, understatement, alliteration, allusion…

Your creative response is a fun way to respond to the literature and gives you the opportunity to explore modern connections to the text as well as use your creativity.

Your creative response will be worth 40 points.

The rubric for your creative response:

	Grading Criteria
	A Work
	B Work
	C Work
	D Work
	F Work

	Creativity

10 pts.
	The project clearly shows effort and creativity that is original, interesting
	The project displays creativity but perhaps not as original, fairly interesting
	The project only displays a minimal amount of creativity
	The project is bland, uninteresting, and little effort is displayed
	The project is turned in on lined paper without a semblance of creative effort.

	Follows Directions

10 pts.
	All required components are included
	Most of required components are included
	Some of the required components are included
	Missing most of the required components
	No adherence to the required components

	Shows understanding of The Odyssey

10 pts.
	It is evident in the project that student understands The Odyssey and uses it to enhance the project
	The student seems to understand The Odyssey well and has referred to the story in the project
	The student makes minimal references to The Odyssey or strays from the original story at times
	The student does not align the project with the original story and seems to have missed the point
	There is no clear connection to the story of The Odyssey in the project. 

	Edited for Conventions/ Presentation
10 pts.
	There are no grammatical errors, punctuation is used properly, and the overall presentation is professional and neat.
	One or two grammatical errors, perhaps or the project overall may not show as much care in presentation (creased, dented…)
	A fair amount of grammatical errors, project seems thrown together last minute, project is a mess to look at
	Many grammatical errors in spelling, punctuation; or presentation of the overall project is poor and unprofessional
	No editing was done for any grammar, spelling, or punctuation. There are frequent errors that distract the viewer. Trashy.


