In this activity, you will be recording information and answering questions from the video, October Sky.  This film is based on the real life experiences of NASA engineer, Homer Hickam in the book Rocket Boys.

1. What does the radio broadcast at the beginning tell us about the time during which the story takes place?

2. How does Homer feel about mining coal for a living?  How does the story demonstrate this without Homer having to say anything?

3. What experiment is Homer doing?

4. What problem is he trying to solve?

5. Who/ what was his inspiration?  ( You may find there are more than one)
6. How does math help Homer and Quentin?

7. What kinds of questions do the boys ask when they experiment with the rocket building?
8. What do the boys gain through experimenting?  What do they learn?
9. Describe each rocket attempt – what happened as the rocket was lit up?

	Rocket #
	Description of each attempt (result)

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


10. What parts of the rocket(s) did not change, during each experiment?


	Rocket #
	Items NOT changing

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


11. What were some hardships that Homer had to overcome to continue building his rockets?

12. What is the significance of showing all the townspeople watching the last rocket launching?
13. Which of the characters did you relate to the most? Which characters did you like? Which characters did you not like? Why?
14. Homer's friends, the "rocket boys," were at first skeptical of Homer's interest in rockets. However, they quickly came to encourage his dream. Do we tend to encourage or discourage the dreams of our friends and peers? Why? 
15. In the 1950s, Homer's dream was considered far-fetched. Space exploration was only a thing of comic books and a few movies. Do you know anyone who has a "far-fetched" dream today? Maybe it is you! What is your dream, your vision for your future? 
16. At the end of the movie, Homer and the rocket boys launch one final rocket in honor of the mentors in their lives. If you were firing a rocket in honor of the mentors in your life, who would those mentors be? Why? 

