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Unified Arts Update for October/November 2017

 

Art ~ Library ~ Music ~ Physical Education 

 

Mrs. Bezzina - Art 
             

     

Third graders created bilateral drawings that will soon be transferred to foil.  Some students also 

used radial, concentric or spiral designs in their work.  The foil sculptures will have a low relief 

just as a license plate. 

         

Fourth graders learned about the artists Christo and Jeanne-Claude    (a husband and wife team) 

who have created amazing temporary sculptures all over the world.  After watching a video 

called The Gates, students worked in small groups to create their own temporary 

sculptures.  They selected a theme, such as a grocery store, and then created the scene from a 

variety of materials such as fabric, cylinders, plastic containers and other items.  Balance was 

important as no glue, tape or staplers were allowed.  One student said, “I am going to look 

through my recycling bin and do this at home!”  It certainly was a lot of fun using our 

imaginations.     
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Fifth graders are building animals from recyclable materials.  Study the picture of the dog and 

see if you can guess what items were used to create the sculpture.  His legs are paper towel tubes 

and toilet paper rolls.  Cylinders, spheres, cones and cubes are some of the common forms we 

used but salad dressing bottles, egg cartoons and many other products provide a variety of forms 

to choose from.  Students will need an old shirt to wear as s smock when we paint in 

November.  Children should keep the smocks in their lockers and wear them on art days when 

painting begins. 

 

Mrs. Hill - Library Media 

 

BOOK FAIR WILL BE FRIDAY OCTOBER 27 - FRIDAY NOVEMBER 3  
 

 
Third grade: students have begun fiction genre studies at the intermediate school level. They 

will be learning about fantasy, mystery, historical fiction, science fiction, realistic fiction and 

traditional literature. Learning will be through a variety of methods, including: mini-movies from 

teachertube, powerpoint presentations, hands-on book sorting, genre bingo, Socrative reviews on 

the computer and interactive SmartBoard lessons.Third grade has also received the guidelines for 

the voluntary Library Book Challenges for this year. The library book challenges are based on 

reading from all different types of fiction genres.   

Fourth grade and Fifth grade: are also begin a genre review which includes all of the learning 

methods used in third grade, plus a Google “quiz” and a short answer assessment on their genre 

knowledge.  



 

 
Ms. Baker -  General Music/Chorus 

RECORDER TIME IS HERE: 

This year the fourth graders will be working on a program  called RECORDER 

KARATE.  All 4th grade students are encouraged to participate. This is how it works: Students 

get a RECORDER KARATE book to bring home and practice  playing 5 different pieces. 

Everything they need to know to play those pieces are in the book. In music class, I introduce the 

pieces and give the students opportunities to practice.  Students are encouraged to visit Ms. 

Baker in order to play the songs they can play well. They earn a Karate belt for their recorder if 

they play well. Each time the students complete a RECORDER KARATE book they will earn a 

prize and have their name put on the wall of honor out in the hallway.  Look for more 

RECORDER KARATE information and incentives in the digital backpacks to follow. 

Grade 3 general music: Third graders are learning to use their creativity skills through 

movement, creating, composing with instruments and learning triplet rhythms. The third graders 

are bringing home the Recorder order forms this week. All  students will need a recorder and a 

strap. We will be playing the recorders in the concert this spring. 

Grade 4 general music: The fourth graders just completed their studies of  performing, creating 

and composing with triplet rhythms. This week we will begin learning about the music and 

geography of South America. We will be singing in Spanish.  

Grade 5 general music:  The fifth graders have been practicing and studying triplet rhythm 

patterns. The fifth graders are also creating, creating creating. They have composed their own 

hand jive verses,  and will begin composing 4 measure treble staff compositions and graphic 

notation pieces using our new creativity boxes.  They will be refining and performing their 

compositions in the following music classes. Fun, Fun, Fun!! 

Grade 5 Chorus: The chorus will have a concert on December 12th, so mark your calendars 

now. Chorus meets on Wednesday mornings at 8:00 am in room 136. Students who cannot 

attend chorus at this time will be given the opportunity to attend a mini chorus rehearsal on Day 

1 at recess. I am so proud of these choristers. They are doing a great job!!! 

 

 
Mrs. Marchesani - Band/Chorus                                                                            
Grade 4 Chorus:  Chorus members are learning songs for their concert coming up on Thursday, 

December 12th  at 7:00pm in the TIS APR!  The snow date is scheduled for December 14th.  Ask 

your child to give you a spoken and sung preview of “The Concert Etiquette Rap”.  It is a 

humorous piece that teaches concert etiquette in a fun and lively manner.  At the December 12th 



Concert, the 4th Grade Chorus will also combine with the 5th grade Chorus on several songs.   4th 

Grade Chorus meets on Wednesday mornings from 8:00 to 8:45 a.m. and a second section is also 

held on Wednesday during the 4th grade recess time for students who cannot get to the before 

school rehearsal.  Both Chorus groups meet in Mrs. Marchesani’s room, #226.  

 

Grade 4 Band:    Band members have learned how to assemble, disassemble and clean their 

instruments safely.  They are working hard to learn fingerings and proper embouchure (mouth 

position).  It is so exciting to see and hear students enthusiastically learning how to play their 

instrument!  Students have reviewed the values for whole and half notes and whole and half 

rests. Many Band students are already playing simple melodies such as “Hot Cross Buns”, “Mary 

Had a Little Lamb”, and “Au Clair de la Lune” on their 

instrument!   

Our Winter Concert is scheduled for Thursday, January 18, 2018, at Tolland Middle 

School.  Students report to the TMS Band room at 6:30 p.m. and the Concert begins at 7:00 

p.m.  Both 4th and 5th grade Bands perform at the concert.  

I requested a snow date for Friday night, January 19, 2018. We will have a Spring concert, date 

TBA.  In addition, the 4th Grade Band performs at an assembly for the 3rd graders in the 

Spring.  Full Band rehearsals for 4th graders started on Thursday, October 19th.  The morning 

section  meets all year on Thursday mornings  in Mrs. Baker’s room, 136, from 8:00 to 8:45 a.m. 

For students who cannot get to school for an 8 a.m. rehearsal, I also have a Tuesday Recess Band 

option, which meets in my room, 226.  **Band students have Band 2 times per week:  1 small 

group lesson and 1 FUll Band rehearsalIt is truly a joy to witness your children on their amazing 

journey of learning how to play an instrument solo, in small groups and in a large ensemble! 

Grade 5 Band:    At our Full Band rehearsals on Tuesday mornings and recess, we have 

reviewed some favorite Band songs from last year such as “Bingo”, “This Old Man”, and “Jingle 

Bells”.  All Band members are working hard to master an arrangement titled “Regal 

March”.  You’ll find it on page 21 of the Standard of Excellence book.  Take a look at the piece 

and ask your child to play it for you! The 5th grade Band will play Regal March at our Veteran’s 

Day Assembly on November 10th.  



5th Grade Full Band rehearsals meet Tuesday mornings from 8:00 to 8:45 a.m. in room 136 (Mrs. 

Baker’s room). This option is a great opportunity for Band members to play in a large ensemble 

with a variety of other instruments, boosts musicianship skills and provides a weekly “concert 

readiness” experience.  For students who cannot get to school for an 8 a.m. rehearsal, I also have 

a Tuesday Recess Band option which will meet in my room, 226. Our Winter Concert is 

scheduled for Thursday, January 18, 2018, at Tolland Middle School.  Students report to the 

TMS Chorus room at 6:30 p.m. and the Concert begins at 7:00 p.m.  The 4th and 5th grade 

Bands perform at the January concert.  The snow date is reserved for the next night, Friday, 

January 19th. We will have a Spring concert, date TBA.  

The 5th Grade Band Step-Up Concert with the 6th Grade TMS Band is scheduled for Friday, 

April 6, 2018, 6:15 to 7:00 p.m. and students report to TMS by 5:45 p.m. I look forward to the 

chance to help each student experience growth in their musicianship and leadership skills this 

year! 

Please contact me anytime with questions or concerns!  nmarchesani@tolland.k12.ct.us    860-

870-6885 x 40226 

 

Mr. Downing – Physical Education   

Third grade: Students will be starting the throwing unit.  During the unit, the critical elements 

associated with the overhand throw will be reviewed and the students will practice the overhand 

throw using a variety of throwing activities and games.udnts will start the t      

 

Fourth grade: Students will be starting the teamwork/cooperation unit.  Students will participate 

in a number of activities while in small groups.  The emphasis will be on planning, teamwork, 

and sharing ideas.   

 

Fifth grade: Students will be starting the badminton unit. Students will be introduced to the 

basics of badminton and given opportunities practice their racket skills.   
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 Fire Prevention Contest   

Deadline: Thanksgiving Break 

 

      Important Information: 

 

1. Only 4th and 5th graders can earn cash prizes. 

2. Posters must be done individually (NO 

PARTNERS). 

3.  Use only the 12x18 white paper that Mrs. Bezzina provides. 

4. Write the words FIRE PREVENTION - EVERYONE/ EVERYDAY. 

5. Spelling counts!  Only write what you need to explain your message. 

6. Artwork and lettering must be original.  (NO trademarks, logos etc…) 

7. Create a well-balanced composition.  Don’t leave big empty spaces. 

8. Color neatly!  Craftsmanship is just as important as spelling. 

9. Black and white or color are accepted.  Use bold colors that contrast. 

 

  

 

Write these things on the BACK: 

1. First and last name 

2. Grade/Teacher 

3. Phone number 



 

 

COFFEE WITH THE PRINCIPAL 

2017-2018 

 

Please join us at 9:15 at Tolland Intermediate School for coffee and conversation 

on the dates listed below.  Everyone welcome! 

 

Wednesday, September 20, 2017  Wednesday, January 17, 2018 

Wednesday, October 18, 2017   Wednesday, March 21, 2018 

Wednesday, November 15, 2017  Wednesday, April 25, 2018 

Wednesday, December 20, 2017  Wednesday, May 16, 2018 

 

  



 

 



 

T.I.S. “WILD WEST” Book Fair Hours 

Save The Date!! 

 

Monday, Oct. 30th –8:30am – 6pm 

Tuesday, Oct. 31st – 8:30am – 4pm 

Wednesday, Nov. 1st – 8:30am – 6pm 

Thursday, Nov. 2nd – 8:30am – 5pm* 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

 

 

 

 

The End 
 


