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   A Message From Principal Dan Bollinger  

October 2020 

Hello Palisade Families~ 

This month brings First Quarter to a close, and that’s a benchmark we’re so ex-
cited to celebrate! We’re also concluding our Homecoming celebrations this week. 
Again, I want to thank our Student Council for their perseverance and thought-
fulness in coordinating so many safe and fun events for our student body and com-
munity. My last communication outlined each of those events, but here’s a remind-
er of what to expect on Friday and Saturday: 

Friday, Oct 2: 
-Modified bell schedule 

 -Ruff-n-tuff and Powder puff final events before lunch 
-Spirit day: Frat Friday 
-Parade Downtown Palisade @ 12:45pm 
 -Students will be released early for the parade; however, buses 
will still run at their regular times. 

 
Saturday, Oct 3: 
 -Homecoming Dance: Ragin’ at the Rodeo! Color Dance From 7-9pm at PHS 
  -Wear White 
  -Wear Sunglasses 
  -Must wear a mask (white mask included in the ticket price) 
  -Cost: $15 per person, pre-paid. Pay at the STUCO table during 
  lunch. 
  -No out-of-school dates 

-Must sign-up online, registering with a cohort (pods of 50 people) 
 

In my last communication, we also announced the return of Football! Below is a 
copy of the Varsity schedule. 
 
If you’re hoping to attend Football games, please know there will be a carefully 
scripted process for securing a ticket. Parents of players will have first priority. 
After that, the general public can purchase tickets if there are seats available 
within the parameters set by our health officials.  
 

Date  Time  Home/Host Opponent  Location 

10-10-20 1:00PM Evergreen  Away vs.  Evergreen Trailblazer  

10-15-20 6:00PM Palisade Battle Mountain Stocker  

10-23-20 5:00PM Summit  Away vs.  Summit Summit HS 

10-30-20 6:00PM Palisade Green Mountain Stocker  

11-07-20 4:00PM Conifer  Away vs.  Conifer Trailblazer 

11-12-20 6:00PM Palisade Eagle Valley  Stocker  

IMPORTANT DATES 

 
 
 

October 5th  

P/T Conferences  
3:30pm-7:30pm  

See page two for more 
information 

 
 

October 12th  

NO SCHOOL 
Teacher Workday  

 

October 13th 

NO SCHOOL  
Teacher In-Service  

 

October 14th  

SAT TESTING 
(12th Grade Students) 

ONLY SENIORS  
ATTEND ON THIS DAY 

 
October 29th  

PSAT TESTING 
(11th Grade Students)  

ONLY JUNIORS  
ATTEND ON THIS DAY 
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More information about football-specific Covid guidelines will follow. Of course, it takes a lot of creative thinking 
and careful planning to account for each Covid safety measure, and I realize that can tire people out or stir up 
frustration. However, I’d remind our students, families, and community that those measures have been effective 
in keeping us in face-to-face learning. We continue to find ways of working with those guidelines to make school 
fun and engaging. Working against those guidelines would be both irresponsible and unproductive. So we continue 
to respect and put our trust in local health officials and our District Leadership, knowing they are acting reason-
ably, responsibly, and in response to data/facts. Similarly, I hope our students and families will continue to trust 
us, your PHS staff and leadership, knowing we’re prioritizing and operating off the same principles. If ever you 
have doubts or concerns, though, please pick up the phone and give us a call. We’d be glad to discuss any issue.  
 

Finally, a few other things to mark on your calendars in the month of October: 

 
-Oct 5 Parent Teacher Conferences by appointment and telephone from 3:30-7:30pm. Teachers will be 
making phone calls to parents with each conference lasting no more than 15 minutes. If you are not contacted by 
a teacher on this evening, you are more than welcome to reach out to them via email, requesting a meeting at a 
further date. Our second conference will take place in early November utilizing scheduled conferences by re-
quest.  

-Oct 14 Make-up SAT testing for Seniors (no school for other grades) 

-Oct 29 Make-up PSAT 10 testing for Juniors and interested Sophomores (no school for other grades) 

Thank you and Happy Fall! 

-Mr. Bollinger  
 

 

  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Are you interested in  
advertising in our newsletter? 

It goes out at the beginning of every (school) month to over 1,100 families as well as to 
some of our Palisade Community members! 

Call 254-4800 ext. 25242 for pricing and more  
information today!  
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Counselor’s Corner 
PSAT/NMSQT – JUNIORS-ALL Juniors will take the PSAT in October. It will also serve as the 

NMSQT PSAT. 

Who: Juniors looking to qualify for the National Merit Scholarship. National Merit is extremely competi-

tive. More information can be found at: http://www.nationalmerit.org 

Date: Wednesday, October 14th  

Location: At PHS   

Additional Information: Bring calculator and extra batteries.  

SENIOR WORKDAY-OCTOBER 6th 

Seniors will meet with counselors on October 6th in small groups in the library. We will be going over 

important topics such as college application process and timelines, career and job resources and gradua-

tion planning. 

COLORADO FREE APPLICATION DAY-October 13 

The State of Colorado sponsors a free application day (it is separate from our District’s Free App Week 

mentioned next). All 32 Colorado public colleges and universities are participating in this event. Students 

MUST apply on this day to have the fee waived. Information as well as application fee waiver codes can 

be found here. 

FREE COLLEGE APP WEEK-October 19-25 

We are again grateful that we have most of the Colorado colleges and universities participating in our 

District’s Free College Application Week! We will be sharing the details with our seniors during the Senior 

Workday as well as through Naviance. This is a great way to truly save hundreds of dollars on college 

application fees! 

ALL STUDENTS 

Log on to your Naviance account to make sure that your current email and phone number listings are 

correct. Check your Naviance account regularly for information on upcoming college visits. If you add 

colleges you are thinking about to your Naviance list, you will get an automatic invitation to meet with 

that college’s rep when/if they visit PHS. If your email is up-to-date, you will receive several notifications 

throughout the year about scholarships and college information.  To get started, go to the PHS home 

page at http://phs.mesa.k12.co.us/. Click on the counseling tab then go to “Naviance Student” at the bot-

tom. Students: Use your StudentVue username and password to log on.  Parents who want to be added 

to their students account can contact MaryJane.Seriani@d51schools.org 
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COLORADO WESTERN SLOPE COLLEGE FAIR (ASPEN COLLEGE FAIR) 

The Colorado Western Slope College Fair (Aspen College Fair) will be a virtual event this year. Students 

need to register to access the information. Student registration opens on September 1st at 

www.cwscollegeoutreach.org 

THE DANIELS FUND SCHOLARSHIP  

The Daniels Scholarship Program provides a four-year annually renewable college scholarship for graduat-

ing high school seniors in Colorado, New Mexico, Utah and Wyoming who demonstrate exceptional 

character, leadership, and a commitment to serving their communities. It is a “last dollar” scholarship that 

pays toward tuition and fees, room and board, books and supplies, and miscellaneous educational ex-

penses. Scholars may attend any nonprofit accredited school in the United States. For more information, 

visit www.DanielsFund.org/Scholarships. This is a highly competitive scholarship! 

DISTRICT #51 COLLEGE FAIR 

The Colorado Council Day/Night Fair Committee is excited to announce that we will be hosting a Virtual 

College Fair Week for ALL of the Colorado students this Fall in place of our in-person fairs. Please save 

the week of October 5th-9th, for the Colorado Council Virtual College Fair Week. The Virtual College 

Fair Week will be FREE to students and their families. We are hoping by offering the Virtual Fair for one 

week, that students and families from across the state will have time to participate in the fair when it is 

convenient for them.  

 

So far, there are 61 colleges and universities registered including 21 in state institutions. There will be four 

features to this event, which include specific live chat times with colleges, individual college information 

sessions, panel presentation sessions with at least 3 institutions, and virtual fair booth students can visit at 

any time for information.  Please see the following video with students that outlines the virtual fair web-

site, https://drive.google.com/file/d/14KZFXL_kCGj-8wk7OGZKAfzHRkiZgmHW/view?usp=sharing 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Don’t forget that correctly 
wearing your mask will help 

keep us in school!  

 

http://www.danielsfund.org/Scholarships
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Upcoming: Fall Testing in October 
 

PHS Students and Families, 

The Spring 2020 SAT and PSAT exams would have taken place last April, 

but were cancelled. This year, we will hold SAT and PSAT exams twice— 

once this Fall, as a make-up and once in the Spring, as we always do.  

 

The make-up SAT for all Seniors is Wednesday, October 14th  

Freshman, Sophomores, and Juniors will not attend school on Oct 14th. 

This is for Seniors only.  

 

The make-up PSAT 10 for all Juniors is Thursday, October 29th   

Freshman and Seniors will not attend school on the 29th. This version of 

PSAT is known as the National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test (NMSQT). 

Sophomores who wish to take the NMSQT 

can do so if they sign-up with Mrs. 

Borgmann. Otherwise, only Juniors will 

test on this date. 

 

Sophomores will not take a  

make-up PSAT 9! 

 

 

Spring tests will    

be announced  

at a later date! 
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From the Middle Years Programme Coordinator 

In early March of 2020, Palisade High School achieved a multi-year goal of becoming an authorized IB Middle 

Years Programme.  We are excited to have achieved this goal because of what it means for your child's educa-

tional experience at Palisade High School. All IB Programmes aim to develop the whole learner for success in 

and beyond the classroom. This begins with the IB core: The Learner Profile and Approaches to Learning 

Skills.  

This philosophy is seen in all IB Programme models with the IB Learn-

er Profile (dispositions) located at the center and surrounded by the  

Approaches to Learning skills - along with 3  

other core philosophies of an IB education. 
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Each of the IB Programmes reflects a central desire to provide an education that enables students to make 

sense of the complexities of the world around them, as well as equipping them with the skills and disposi-

tions needed for taking responsible action for the future. 

-What is an IB Education 

These 10 dispositions are: 

1. Inquirers 

2. Knowledgeable 

3. Thinkers 

4. Communicators 

5. Principled 

 

6. Open-minded 

7. Caring 

8. Risk-takers 

9. Balanced 

10. Reflective 

Each has an aspirational definition 

(see the IB Learner Profile Graphic be-

low).  
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At Palisade High School we embrace the learner profile as an essential component of our core values of PACK. 

PACK is a school wide system which supports students as they challenge themselves to grow, while also hold-

ing them accountable for their learning progress and personal behavior.  

 

Perseverance: We never give up.  Risk Taker, Reflective 

Attitude: Our attitude dictates our direction. Caring, Open-Minded 

Character: We act with integrity, honesty and ethically. Principled, Balanced, Open-minded, Risk- taker 

Knowledge: We exercise initiative in applying our learning. Reflective, communicator, Inquirer, Knowledgea-

ble, Thinker. 

 

The Approaches to Learning (ATL) Skills 

speak to the ways students access and 

demonstrate their learning.  These skills 

are transferable across all content, as 

well as outside the classroom. 

 

As an IB MYP school, teachers inten-

tionally plan learning opportunities that 

support the development of the learner 

profile traits and ATL skills through en-

gagement with their content.  

 

For example in history when exploring 

what is gained and lost with the ad-

vancement of technology, students con-

duct interviews with people from multi-

ple generations.  This requires the de-

velopment of communication skills, spe-

cifically developing questioning tech-

niques for quality interviews, as well the 

development of the learner profile traits 

of Inquirers, Communicators, and even 

Risk-takers. 

 

 

Content level teams collaboratively plan their units and learning experiences, providing each student with op-

portunities to refine and reflect on the Learner Profile traits and ATL skill development in every content area. 

 

We look forward to sharing more insights into what it means to be and IB world school with you in future 

newsletters.  

 

Brooke Caster 

MYP Coordinator 
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The Sophomore Personal Project 
 

The Sophomore Personal Project is an exciting opportunity for all sophomores to explore, 
learn, and take action in a personal area of interest. The project is the culmination of student learn-
ing in an IB Middle Years Programme where students demonstrate multiple aspects of the IB core- 
their strengths and development in the Approaches to Learning skills, Service as Action, and per-
sonal growth and reflection on the Learner Profile traits. 
 
During academic mentor students are 
guided through topic selection, goal 
setting, establishing success criteria, 
planning an approach, and organizing 
time and materials.  Though students 
are provided some time during school 
to work on their projects, much of their 
work will be done outside of school.  
As a general guideline students should 
plan to invest about 25 hours of time 
into their projects; this time limit is to 
support students maintaining a healthy 
balance- an IB Learner Profile trait.  

 
Last year students’ projects spanned 
many interests, from tying flies to flying 
an airplane, from planning and com-
pleting  a first hunting trip to planning 
and completing a children's book.  This 
year the student topics are just as di-
verse and I am excited to see what the 
students learn and how they grow 
through this process.  
 
If you have a sophomore I encour-
age you to talk with them about 
their project, as well as share your 
own experiences in projects 
you’ve taken on - from home pro-
jects to personal and professional 
goals- we have insight and experi-
ences to share. 
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Seal of  Biliteracy Information 
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Senior Pictures  

Due: On (or by) October 30th! 

 

More information is on the next 
page of the newsletter!  

Please see Ms. Martinez or a Yearbook 
Staff member for any questions.  

NEWS FROM the PHS YEARBOOK Staff 

 ORDER YOUR 2020-2021 YEARBOOK NOW! 
 

Hurry! For a limited time our  

yearbook is being sold for the pre-sale price of $60!  
 

Take advantage of this great deal  

before December 20th when  

the price go up!  

Senior Baby Ads 
       Don’t miss out on the     

opportunity to have your  
Senior in the BABY AD section 

of the yearbook!  

 
Ad submissions are due in early February, 
but more information about this will be  

available soon! 

hannahm@D51schools.org      (970) 254-800 ext. 25242         www.jostens.com 
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ATTENTION SENIORS AND CLASS OF 2021 PARENTS:  

SENIOR PHOTOS ARE DUE AT THE END OF OCTOBER! 

Copies of this information are also available outside of room 190C!. 25242         
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News from our Attendance Advocate Kim Bohrer: 

Why School Matters 

It... 

 Prepares a person for life 
 

 Teaches independence 
 

 Builds decision-making 
skills 

 

 Creates job opportunities  

 Helps you recognize 
your talents  

 

 Encourages a lifetime 
of learning and 
demonstrates  

      tenacity 
 

 Helps you be a better 
role model 

 

 Is a prerequisite for 
many careers 

 

 Helps build  
     communication skills 
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Mrs. Hawkins in THE ACCOUNTING OFFICE 
Attention Parents & Guardians: Your student’s 2020-2021 and past fees are available for you to pay using 

your credit/debit card or your bank account on your MyPaymentsPlus account. If you do not have a 

MyPaymentsPlus account, you may set one up by following the steps below: 

SELECT             “Register Now” to create a free account. 

FOLLOW  the on-screen instructions to create an account. 

ADD   your student using their student ID number 

If your student’s school ID is only five digits, please add a 0 to the beginning of their ID number, 

for example 099999, to create your account. 

 

Your student’s fees may also be paid over the phone with a credit/debit card or in person with cash, check 

or credit card at the accounting window. 
 

Please call Lisa Hawkins, Palisade High School Accounting Secretary, at (970) 254-4800 ext. 25107 with 

any questions. 

NEWS FROM… 

PHS NURSE, Shelly Ehlers 
Parents:  

Any student who’s immunizations are not up to 
date should expect to receive a letter in the mail 

soon.  

If you wish to do the Personal Exemption please either fill out the 
Personal Exemption form and turn it in or fill out the one online 

and submit it.  
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