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   A Message From Principal Dan Bollinger  

November 2020 

The seasons are changing, holidays are nearing, and in six, short weeks, the first semes-

ter will come to a close. Though the first half of the school year seems to have passed 

quickly, the second half moves even faster. Seniors have been meeting with their coun-

selors for graduation planning, submitting college applications on Naviance, and making 

plans for life after high school. Their day in May will be here soon enough!  

I feel we are blessed to be writing about fall sports and theatre and music performances 

in this newsletter. Around the country, many schools are not in face-to-face learning, let 

alone hosting school events. Though we’ve had to limit audience sizes and take other 

precautions, Covid has led us to innovate and make the games and performances even 

more accessible by streaming and/or recording them. In fact, many of our students’ dis-

tant relatives have been able to watch the performances and connect in ways they 

haven’t been able to before. While those activities are now winding down, we’re glad 

for the opportunities our students had to participate, and we will continue to seek safe 

opportunities for all our students and teams/groups to get involved.  

At this time last year, I spoke about the struggles kids face and how healthy it can be to 

struggle. I wrote that, as adults, we need to allow struggle so our children can develop 

stronger coping skills. Well…who could have predicted the struggle Covid has present-

ed to both students and adults alike? Every day, we adjust to changing conditions and 

restrictions while holding fast to our high standards of safety and principle commitments 

to providing a well-rounded and rigorous learning experience. That requires us to be 

both flexible and steadfast, and, by “us”, I mean all of us. So please accept my gratitude 

for the cooperation and commitment that you, as parents, have shown. We’re a com-

munity of varied opinions but, regardless of our differences, you’ve been patient, 

thoughtful, and supportive. Thank you for the united front you’ve helped us sustain! To

-date, it is working and we continue to be able to provide and celebrate face-to-face 

learning for our students. Though the challenges might grow in scale or number before 

this over, your flexibility and grace will help us navigate it together!  

Lastly, please be aware that today, Nov 4th, we are running an alternative schedule for 

what we call a Dog Day. In the afternoon, beginning at 1:35pm, students will be re-

quired to work with their teachers to complete missing or incomplete assignments and 

raise their grades. When a student has all Cs or better and a teacher signs him/her out, 

the student can leave. Students who attend Career Center or WCCC at that time are still 

expected to go to Career Center/WCCC and will not participate in the Dog Day. Addi-

tionally, next Monday, Nov 9th, we will facilitate another round of parent-teacher-

conferences, again by phone. Like October’s conferences, teachers will call select par-

ents; however, this time, parents can also reserve a time-slot with an individual teacher. 

Please look for forthcoming communication from each of your student’s teachers. 

Phone calls will be made between 3:30-7:30pm on the 9th.  

Dan  

IMPORTANT DATES 
 
 

Dog Day  
Wednesday,  
November 4th  
Please see Mr. Bollinger’s  
letter for more information 

 
 
 
Parent/Teacher  
Conferences  
Monday, 
November 9th  
Please see Mr. Bollinger’s  
letter for more information 

 
 
 

Thanksgiving 
Break 
Nov. 23rd-Nov. 27th   
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Are you interested in  
advertising in our newsletter? 

 

It goes out at the beginning of every (school) month to over 1,100 families as well as to some 
of our Palisade Community members! 

Call 254-4800 ext. 25242 for pricing and more  

Congratulations to PHS Student Council! 
Our own Student Council was nominated and awarded the Les Schwab Tires  

Team of the month for the state of Colorado by CHSAA!  

Taking an AP class?  

If you intend to test, you must pay for your exam before Nov 13th. Exams will not be ordered be-

fore payment is received. If you pay between Nov 13 and March 11th, a $40 late fee applies. 

Otherwise, each exam is $99 or, if eligible for free//reduced, $20. All students must submit pay-

ment HERE, through Total Registration.    

If  you are a Junior who missed the October 29 make-up PSAT/NMQST test because 
you were required to quarantine, you are able to test on January 26th without a fee. To 
register, you must see Mrs. Anderson prior to December 4th. Sophomores who want to 
participate in the January 26th NMQST are also able to register with Mrs. Anderson; 
however, a $17 fee will apply. If  you are a Junior or Sophomore who took the PSAT/
NMQST on Oct 29, you may not test again on Jan 26.   

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

http://totalregistration.net/AP/061140
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Counselor’s Corner 

SPRING CMU CONCURRENT CLASSES 
Students interested in taking CMU courses in the Spring should see their counselor to begin the process. Students are 
able to register for CMU courses in early November.   In order to take college courses, students must meet the follow-
ing requirements: 

College courses must align with the student’s ICAP (Individual Career and College Plan as noted in 
Naviance). 
Students must have at least a 2.0 GPA and meet test score minimums for certain courses. 
Students must be on track to graduate. 
 

 

ALL STUDENTS 
Log on to your Naviance account to make sure that your current email and phone number listings are correct. Check 
your Naviance account regularly for information on upcoming college visits. If you add colleges you are thinking about 
to your Naviance list, you will get an automatic invitation to meet with that college’s rep when/if they visit PHS. If your 
email is up-to-date, you will receive several notifications throughout the year about scholarships and college infor-
mation.  
 

The Naviance atom is found in students’ Classlink accounts. Students: Use your StudentVue username and password 
to log on.  Parents who want to be added to their students account can contact  
MaryJane.Seriani@D51schools.org.  
 
 

Colorado Leadership Seminar (HOBY) 
The HOBY Colorado Leadership Seminar's goal is to provide sophomores from Colorado high schools with the oppor-
tunity to improve their leadership skills through education, understanding and individual responsibility. 
The 2021 seminar will be held in June 2021, more information will be released on their website at http://
www.hobycolorado.org/ 

If you’re interested in qualifying for a full ride scholarship, describe “what it means to be a leader” in no more than 
300 words and email it to Maryha@q.com by November 24. 

The Daniels Fund Scholarship 
The Daniels Scholarship Program provides a four-year annually renewable college scholarship for graduating 
high school seniors in Colorado, New Mexico, Utah and Wyoming who demonstrate exceptional character, 
leadership, and a commitment to serving their communities. It is a “last dollar” scholarship that pays toward 
tuition and fees, room and board, books and supplies, and miscellaneous educational expenses. Scholars 
may attend any nonprofit accredited school in the United States. For more information, visit 
www.DanielsFund.org/Scholarships. This is a highly competitive scholarship! 

mailto:Maryha@q.com
http://www.danielsfund.org/Scholarships
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ATTENTION SOPHOMORES! 
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Senior Pictures  

Can still be turned in until  

December 4th with a $25.00  

late fee to room 190C!  
 

Please see Ms. Martinez or a Yearbook 
Staff member for any questions.  

NEWS FROM the PHS YEARBOOK Staff 

 ORDER YOUR 2020-2021 YEARBOOK NOW!!! 

Hurry! For a limited time our  
yearbook is being sold for the pre-sale price of $60!  

Take advantage of this great deal before December 18th when the price go up to $75.00!  

  

Senior Baby Ads 
       Don’t miss out on the     

opportunity to have your  

Senior in the BABY AD section 
of the yearbook!  

 

Ad submissions are due February 13th!  More 
information about this will be  

available soon. 

hannahm@D51schools.org      (970) 254-800 ext. 25242         www.jostens.com 
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Your student qualifies for a discounted season pass when he/she participants in the school-
sanctioned Palisade High School Ski Club. Students merely need to sign up with PHS Ski Club 
sponsor Andrew Torfin to receive Powderhorn liability and signature contract forms. Students 
can receive this paperwork by visiting Mr. Torfin in room 209D. 

 
Completed forms and $179 cash or check (make check payable to Palisade High School) 

are due on or before the date of November 5th, 2020. 
 
 
 
 

 Insurance fee must be added at the time of club registration (optional insurance).  
 

If your student has already purchased a pass for the 20/21 season but is now eligible for the 
discounted High School pass, please let your Mr. Torfin know. In some instances, a “Stored 
Value” credit may be issued for the difference in pass price. “Stored Value” is attached to a 
pass holders account and can be used to make purchases at Powderhorn in most departments 
(excludes lodging). If your student holds “Stored Value” from a previous year that you would 
like applied to your pass purchase, we must know at the time of registration. If a student is 
unable to use their pass for any reason, absolutely no refunds will be given by Powderhorn. 
 

This is a full season pass and comes with some of perks associated with a regular full season 
Powderhorn pass including free and discounted tickets at Powderhorn’s partner mountains 
but no additional discounts on-mountain at Powderhorn. Please be aware that all aspects of 
your pass can change should we encounter any new state or county mandated restrictions. 

Palisade High School Ski Club 

Pass Price 

$179  

Additional cost of 
insurance (optional) 

$12.53 
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NEWS from the PHS LIBRARY 
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Parent Introduction to Schoology 
 

This year Palisade High School is launching the use of Schoology as our learning management sys-

tem. While Schoology is much more than a grade reporting system for teachers, students, and par-

ents, it is likely to be the primary use for parents.  

 

Login:  (your account has been created for you, so you will not need to create one or use a code) 

Your first step as a parent is to make sure you have access to your Schoology account. To do this fol-

low these steps: 

 

1. In the Chrome or Safari browser, access Schoology by going to 

https://app.schoology.com 

2. Click “forgot password” 

3. In this screen, put in the email on file with the school district   

 This is the email where you receive district information 

4. You will received an auto-generated email from Schoology 

(check spam or promotional folders if you don’t see it in your in-

box) 

5. Use the link in the email to set your password.  

6. Use this email and password to access schoology at https://

app.schoology.com 

In Student Account: 

When you initially login, Schoology takes you to your student’s account.  If you have more than one student 

enrolled in D51 and Schoology, click on the arrow next to your students name in the top right corner and 

make the appropriate selection.  
 

 

 

 

Getting to Grades:  

From your home screen,  

click on Grades  

 
 

From the grades drop 

down,  

click on Grade Report 
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This screen shows an overview of all your student’s classes.  Click on a specific class to expand the information 

available for that class, the overall grade is at the end of the assignment information. More information about 

what is contained in this screen will come in a later communication.   

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Note:  Keep in mind that a dash does not mean an assignment is missing.   

 
 

Schoology Settings: 

 

There are some settings that you might want to set in Schoology.  You can access  

the settings by clicking on the name in the upper right hand corner of the screen.  

Then choose Settings from the menu. 

 

There is a notifications tab that allows you to sign up for weekly summaries for  

your student.  It is recommended to set those to Tuesday or Wednesday instead of  

Friday.  

 

Messages sent to parents through Schoology will come to the email you have 

linked  

to Schoology as well as the Schoology account itself.   
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Schoology vs ParentVue 

Schoology is our Learning Management System (LMS).  Currently all staff at Palisade High School are using 

Schoology to report progress and grades.  

Mobile Access: There are two pathways to access Schoology on a mobile device. 

1. Download the Schoology App from the App Store (iOS) or the Google Play Store (Android) 

2. Open Schoology on a Mobile Browser (Safari/Chrome). To do this, follow the log-in directions above.  
 

Many of the same features on the full site are available on the mobile version, and screenshots and de-

tails are listed below. 
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Schoology 
Access assignments 
See progress in course work 
Access current  course grades 
—To be clear, Schoology is the place that you  
should check for the most accurate grades, NOT 
ParentVue and StudentVue 

                                  ParentVue 
School registration information 
Access test scores (CMAS, PSAT etc. ) 
Final semester grades 
Meal Balance 
 

You can also select your student to  

be able to see Course Materials & Grade Reports

Schoology Mobile Menu Screen 

to see courses, grades, and materials 
Course Dashboard 

Student View 

Enrollment  

Courses 

            Grades 
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