The Renaissance (or Rebirth) –1485-1650 – Unit 2

Notes (You will be quizzed on this information and it will show up on a unit test – please keep this paper in your notebook to study later.)

What will we be reading? We will be reading Macbeth by William Shakespeare and watching the Mel Gibson version of Hamlet.  We will also be reading sonnets written by Edmund Spenser and William Shakespeare.  Lastly, we will study some poetry written in The Jacobean Age.
What makes it interesting? The main character Macbeth is an unusual protagonist. At the end of the play the reader is left wondering whether Macbeth is good or evil, a victim or a villain.
Since sonnets only consist of 14 lines, poets must incorporate a lot of meaning in a few sentences. This makes sonnets a very rich form of poetry. At the same time sonnets are precise and the speaker does not bore the reader with long sentences and unending paragraphs.
The metaphysical poets, such as Marvell, Donne, and Jonson, wrote both love poems and religious lyrics. Metaphysical poetry is marked by bold and ingenious conceits (ex:  metaphors drawing sometimes forced parallels between apparently dissimilar ideas or things), complex and subtle thought, frequent use of paradox, and a dramatic directness of language. 

The Cavalier poets, also known as The Tribe of Ben, were poets who admired Ben Jonson.  They were Herrick, Suckling, and Lovelace.  Accomplished as soldiers, courtiers, gallants, and wits, they wrote polished and elegant lyrics, typically on love and dalliance and sometimes on war, honor, and duty to the king.
Elizabeth I, Queen of England, also wrote poetry during this time period.
Notes 
(pgs 127-148) Time: The Renaissance (or Rebirth)
· Began in 1485 with the War of the Roses
· Ended in 1650 
Who ruled? 
· A variety of rulers starting with Henry VII and ending with Charles the I
· Elizabeth I was the most famous and influential ruler of the time
What was going on back then?

Politics & Religion: It was a very complicated time period. Politics and religion were intertwined. England started out Catholic and then changed to Protestant during the reign of Henry VIII. Elizabeth not only maintained the Protestant religion started by her father, but she also stabilized England and defeated the Spanish Armada. After her death, her cousins, the Stuart kings, ruled and England went through a Civil War due to continuing religious conflicts. The period ended when Charles I was beheaded and Oliver Cromwell became Lord Protector of England, Scotland, and Ireland.
Lifestyle: The Italian Renaissance influenced the English Renaissance. It was considered a “rebirth” of ancient Greek and Roman values. Art and beauty were greatly appreciated. Also, people were curious about science and philosophy, resulting in changing views of the universe. The religious environment went through great changes as well, Catholic to Protestant to strict Puritan.
Literature: Poetry, especially in the form of the sonnet, was popular. Plays and the theater flourished during the Renaissance with the great support of Elizabeth. The Globe, the Rose, and the Swan theaters were thriving businesses, as all classes of people attended the theater. However, during the rule of the Puritan Commonwealth, theaters were shut down as they were believed to be “inappropriate.” Generally, the literature was as diverse and changing as the rest of the period.
Additional notes: The Renaissance in England is studied in three distinct periods: 

1) The Elizabethan Age (refers to the period that Elizabeth ruled / a time rich in art and beauty / England flourished)
2) The Jacobean Age (refers to the period that James I of Scotland took over / still emphasized art and literature but turmoil emerged)
3) The Puritan Age (refers to instability in England’s government / theater was shut down / religious practices were strict and severe / England was at Civil War)

(pgs 164-165) Shakespeare:

· Born 1564 – died 1616 (April 23 – supposedly born and died on the same date years apart)

· Married Anne Hathaway

· Had three children: a daughter and twins (boy and girl / boy died)

· Member and shareholder of The Lord Chamberlain’s Men  - successful company of actors
· This group became The King’s Men when Elizabeth died and James took over

· Shakespeare prospered as a playwright and enjoyed success during his lifetime

· His financial success came mostly from him being a shareholder in the Globe Theater and other various real estate.

· He wrote 154 sonnets and 36 plays (histories, comedies, romantic comedies, and tragedies)
· Supposedly there is one “lost” play Cardenio / no manuscript exists
· He also wrote Venus and Adonis and The Rape of Lucrece, two narrative poems dedicated to his patron the Earl of Southhampton
· His works were collected a few years after his death in what is known as The First Folio

(pgs 174-177) Macbeth
· A tragedy about the rise and fall of a flawed man.

· The themes include desire, fear, power, fate, human will, and the psychological state of man
· Shakespeare borrowed the story from an account of 11th century Scottish history

· The play was perhaps Shakespeare’s last tragedy written for King James, as it flattered his Scottish heritage in the character of Banquo

· Two superstitions float around Macbeth. The first is that it's bad luck to even say “Macbeth” except during rehearsal or performance. The second superstition is that the play itself brings ill luck to cast and crew.
Terms: 
Sonnet – a 14 line poem 

Iambic Pentameter – a pattern of 5 units of 1 unstressed syllable followed by 1 stressed syllable

Couplet – the two final rhyming lines of a Shakespearean sonnet

Soliloquy – a monologue performed so the audience can hear the inner thoughts of a character
Tragedy – the story of the downfall of a heroic character
