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SLEDS: New College Students, College Graduates



Agenda for today’s webinar

College Student Reports
• New Student Demographics

• New Student Enrollment 

• College Graduates
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About the Data

Who is covered in these reports?
• New college students

• College graduates

• Note: “College” includes any institution or program awarding a postsecondary certificate or 
degree

• Note: Students can enroll at multiple colleges during the same term or receive multiple 
credentials (certificate, diploma or degree)

Who is not included?
• High school students - Students enrolling in PSEO or taking college classes on their own

• Unclassified students - Students who take one class in college but are not officially enrolled in
a program of student ending in a certificate or degree
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About the Data

What is the data source?
• Colleges participating in state financial aid are required to submit data to OHE and SLEDS

Data caution: Minnesota Online Private for-Profit institutions
• Walden University and Capella University are large national online private for-profit 

institutions which offices physically located in Minnesota

• These students are included in SLEDS reports, but may not be living in the state of MN

College Student Filters Differ from the Filters for High School Graduate Reports
• Race/ethnicity

• Gender

• Age

• MN Resident

 

4



Filters
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Filters for College 
Students reports



First-time enrolling 
after high school 
graduation.

Students who have 
attended one other
college after HS 
graduation and 
have credits 
(typically). 
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“Certificates” Includes 
diplomas which are 
programs in technical 
fields (for example, 
advanced welding).

Number of credits is 
program specific.

Minnesota is mainly a 
Bachelor’s Degree 
Producing State
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Students majoring in 
“Liberal Arts” at the 
Associate Degree level are 
typically planning to transfer
to a 4-year institution 
(aligns with the MN transfer
curriculum).

College Students: New Student Enrollment

Unknown Award: These 
are largely University of 
Minnesota students in the 
liberal arts whose award 
information is entered too 
late.

Unknown Major = 
Undeclared  Major



The majority of new 
students enrolling in 
postsecondary 
institutions  do so 
within a year after high 
school graduation.
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College Students: New Student Enrollment

The majority of new 
entering students enroll 
as full-time students.



Students who are entering 
with credits can earn credit
from a variety of sources 
including dual credit 
programs (PSEO, IB, AP, 
Concurrent enrollment), 
military service, foreign 
language proficiency, or 
work experience.

New entering  freshmen at 
4-year institutions have a 
higher average number of 
transfer credits than new 
entering freshmen at 2-
year colleges.
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The total number of 
graduates includes 
graduates of online private 
for-profit colleges (Walden 
and Capella) which may 
lead one to believe that a 
high percentage of 
Minnesotans of Color are 
graduating.

This is especially true for 
Black/African American 
racial category.

Most of these graduates 
live outside MN. Choose 
the “MN Resident” filter to 
see the difference.
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College Students: College Graduates

In Minnesota, as in the 
rest of the country, 
more females enroll 
and complete their 
degrees as compared 
to males.  

This is especially true 
among females of 
color.



The majority (59%) of 
new graduates are 25+ 
years of age or older at 
time of graduation. This 
includes graduates at all 
levels: undergraduate 
and graduate.

Among MN Residents, 
it’s about half and half 
with 48% of graduates 
age 25+ at time of 
graduation.
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Minnesota tends to 
produce more 
Bachelor’s degrees 
than our neighboring 
states but less than 
East coast states.

What percentage of MN 
residents are receiving 
bachelor degrees?
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Health professions rank 
#1 in total awards 
conferred at all levels.

Business is #2

College Students: College Graduates

What are the top ten 
programs of MN residents?



Enrollment Tableau
• http://www.ohe.state.mn.us/sPages/student_enroll_data.cfm

OHE Degrees Conferred 
• http://www.ohe.state.mn.us/sPages/degreesAwarded.cfm

 Cumulative debt
• http://www.ohe.state.mn.us/sPages/grad_debt.cfm

Graduate Employment Outcomes
• https://mn.gov/deed/data/data-tools/graduate-employment-

outcomes/
Educational Attainment 
• http://www.ohe.state.mn.us/sPages/educ_attain_goal_2025.cfm

Other Resources
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• Questions?

Questions
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Thank you!
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