Guidelines for absences excused by school nurse
Norton Public School Policy regarding school attendance states that “absences may be excused by a physician, dentist or school nurse.  Students returning to school after four consecutive days of absence must be cleared by school nurse or present a doctor’s certificate.  Parents will have the option to contact the school nurse to describe the illness and symptoms.  The school nurse may require that the student see a physician to obtain a doctor’s certificate.

The follow guidelines provide the school nurses with consistent parameters under which they will excuse absences upon parent request and when a doctor’s note will be required for excuse of the absence.  If a parent wishes more than the cited days excused for a particular illness, a note from the doctor must be obtained.  Students with chronic attendance issues will be referred to the building administrator and a doctor’s note may be requested in order for any absence to be excused.

Any student with an absence of four or more days will be asked to provide a doctor’s note.

Cold virus:  1 day

Fever:  1-2 days of >100.0F.  If febrile more than 2 days, an MD evaluation will be advised.
Sore throat:  1 day.  If strep infection, may return 24 hours after start of antibiotic treatment per MDPH protocol

Nausea/vomiting:  1-2 days.  If persists longer than 2 days, and MD evaluation will be advised.

Diarrhea:  1-2 days.   If persists longer than 2 days, and MD evaluation will be advised.

Headache:  1 day.

Cough:  1 day.

Physician or Dentist appointment:  MD note required.

Injury:  MD note required.

Surgery:  MD note required.

Psychiatric issue:  MD note required.

Chronic illness:  will be evaluated case by case based on MD recommendations.

If a student is dismissed by the school nurse it will be considered an excused absence
