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I. Early Life
· One person shaped Edgar Allan Poe’s imagination more than anyone else, and that person was his mother.  Her name was Elizabeth Arnold (later Poe), and she was from England.  When she was just 8 years old, her parents brought her to America to be an actress.

· She became a stage star almost instantly.  By the time she was 13 years old, she was married to a lead comedian in her acting troupe, but he died in the first year of their marriage.  She was a widow at age fourteen.

· To fill the gap, David Poe was hired.  He was a clog dancer from Virginia.  He was young, pale, thin, and very good-looking.

· Together, they have their son, Edgar Poe.  He is born the same year as Abraham Lincoln, 1809.  Three weeks after his birth, his father disappears.  Poe never knew his father.  Two years later, they found him in a Chicago hotel room, dead.

· Poe’s mother has to go back on stage after just three weeks.  She is seventeen, and she takes the role of Juliet in Shakespeare’s famous tragedy.  She has to play the part 8 times a week.

· During her performances, Elizabeth would sit Edgar at the front of the house from the time he was 1 to 3 years old.

· Seeing his mother commit suicide onstage eight times a week fused an obsession into his mind.  He became obsessed with young, beautiful, dead women.

· Elizabeth is allowed to use the theater as a home.

II. Mother’s Death

· Poe found out about real death when he was 3 ½ years old.  When they moved to Richmond, Elizabeth came down with consumption (TB).  One could tell if s/he had the disease if one coughed bright red arterial blood.

· The disease germ would eat away at the lining of the lungs.  A death certificate would read drowning.

· A common color motif in Poe’s work is black.  Often, the color black represents death.

· When she died, Edgar said he watched her become more beautiful in death than ever in life.

· As a result, Poe becomes obsessed with four things:  youth, beauty, women, death.

· After Elizabeth died, a wealthy Virginia woman, Frances Allan, wanted to adopt Poe.

· Her husband, John Allan, refused because Edgar was the son of a lowly actress. (NOTE: At the time, acting is considered to be the lowest legitimate form of work for a women – lots of fame, but no social status whatsoever.)
III. Youth
· Poe goes to school in England and is enrolled in a fancy, private, church school with an adjacent cemetery.

· The schoolmaster insisted the teachers use the cemetery in their lessons.  For example, math included calculating age of death from dates on headstones, and P.E. included grave digging, which gave Poe settings for his future stories and poems.

· Poe went to seventh grade in public school.  It took him three years to make a friend - Richard.  When he went to his friend’s home, he met the boy’s squirrels, pet rabbit, and mother.  He falls in love with Richard’s mother because she was beautiful like his mother.  Unfortunately, she dies of a brain tumor.

IV. Adulthood and Writing Career
· Shortly after, Poe went to the University of Virginia (SIDE NOTE: majored in “alcohol, drugs, and gambling”) the first year it opened under Thomas Jefferson.  He was quickly kicked out of school.

· He came home, and he found out Frances Allan was dying of consumption, and John threw Edgar’s things out and told him he hated him.

· Poe tried to make money by writing.  He was not successful because no one wanted to read his writing.

· Poe invented the tale of terror.  It is different from a “scary story” because it contains the following themes/motifs:
· Psychologically tormented characters
· Paranormal activity/supernatural phenomena
· Settings that are dark, dreary, and desolate
· Poe is also considered the father of the short story because he believed that each line should continue to a single effect (mood/tone). SIDE NOTE: All authors from then on tried to intimidate him.
· He probably would have starved when he was 22, but a woman named Mariah Clemm helped him to make up for her brother (Edgar’s biological father).  Unfortunately, she had 5 other children to support.  One of her children was Edgar’s 1st cousin Virginia, who was 10 ½  years old.

· Poe fell in love with Virginia and married her when she was 13 years old and Poe was 26.

· The one man that turned Poe’s life around (in 1842) was Charles Dickens, whose story inspired Poe to change his poem, “To Lenore”, to “The Raven”, which met with great success because it was the first adult fairy tale. (SIDE NOTE: Charles Dickens is the first international superstar who has lunch with Poe while on a tour in America after Poe writes a letter to Dickens.  Dickens tells that he is quite sad over the death of his family’s pet, a raven.)
· The atmosphere in all of Poe’s work is dreary.

· After Poe made $0 on “The Raven,” he found out Virginia had consumption and was going to die.

· As a result, Poe wrote a memorial poem titled “To Virginia”, which he later changed to “Annabel Lee”.  (SIDE NOTE: This is a beautiful love song, with a rhythm and happy tone reminiscent of the sound effect of waves.)
V. Death

· Poe was offered a job in New York as a writer.
· He never made it, however, because on a train change in Baltimore, men trying to swindle votes for the mayor got him so drunk that he fell into an alcohol-induced coma, dying three days later. (SIDE NOTE – FULL STORY:  Edgar stepped off the train in Baltimore on Election Day, when the corrupt mayor was attempting to seek re-election.  Peculiar-looking man that he was, Edgar immediately drew the attention of some of the mayor’s henchmen, who give him “Baltimore Iced Tea” [10 parts vodka, 1 part lemon] to coerce him into voting for the mayor.  He votes, stumbles out of the booth, and falls into the coma.  He is found in a gutter and is taken to a hospital, where he wakes three days later, screams, “God have mercy on my soul!”, and promptly dies.)
· He died in a gutter at the age of 40. (SIDE NOTE: This is where we get the phrase “wound up in a gutter”)
