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                                      August 28, 2007
Dear Parents/Guardian(s):


This year promises many exciting changes for your child.  As a participant in the Honors or Advanced College Prep (9th-12th grade) or top 7th and 8th grade sections, your child has the unique opportunity of participating in a nationwide educationally-based competition—National History Day.   Last year, Steelton-Highspire School District participated in its second National History Day and was honored to have once again sent one of our own to the state competition at Penn State University in May.  

The National History Day Project is a year-long research-based project involving assignments in both history and language arts classes.  Teachers from each subject will explain the process, teach lessons that prepare your child for completing the project, and guide your child through the process with regularly scheduled progress updates.  Many of our teachers are new to the project and will be learning along with you and your child. Your child will choose his/her own topic based on the theme: Conflict and Compromise in History and will also choose the type of project—exhibit, documentary, performance, paper, web-site— that appeals to him/her the most.   

In order to make your child as successful as possible, we’d like you to be familiar with some basic requirements:
· Each student will keep a 3-ring binder or folder to organize National History Day information.

· Each student will be responsible for completing regularly scheduled, graded progress reports on the status of his/her project. ** These progress reports must be signed by a parent or guardian.

· Each student is expected to work on the project at home. 
· Some work may require visits to local libraries to conduct research on his/her chosen topic.  
· Students will receive some class time, but the bulk of the project must be completed independently.

As involved parents/guardians, there are many things that you can do to help your child perform successfully.  National History Day organizers suggest the following for parents:
· Give encouragement, support and guidance. 

· Make sure your child feels it is his or her project. Make sure the work is the work of the child. 

· Assist your child as he/she conducts research. Adults can help students locate materials, but students should take notes, conduct interviews, etc. 

· Make sure your child is doing a project he/she is interested in or excited about. 

· Help your child plan a mutually agreed upon timeline to prevent a last-minute project. Talk with your child's teacher to find out the timetable for completing an NHD project. We suggest allowing 12 weeks from start to finish. 

· Provide transportation for research trips to libraries, museums, universities, etc. 

· Encourage your child to explore resources beyond the Internet
· Learn about your community with your child. Find out what kinds of museums and historical sites are in your area. Get involved in your child’s learning process and share this experience. 

We feel strongly that this is a valuable learning opportunity for your child.  If you have any doubts about the value of this project, please take a few minutes to read the information below from National History Day organizers about why your student should participate in National History Day.

“National History Day is the single most important educational program that helps students hone skills that will be important in all aspects of adult life, whether it be in improved writing and communication skills, organization skills, or in giving them the confidence they need to defend their ideas and their work. ” 
Parent V. A. Samaranayake 
Rolla, Missouri


NHD makes learning fun. Students choose a topic they want to learn more about. Students become engaged and have fun with NHD because they choose a topic they want to learn about. Students have done projects on Barbie, Twiggy, Martin Luther King Jr., women's rights, motorcycles, Walmart, and just about anything you can think of. 

Through NHD, students learn skills that will help them throughout life. In addition to acquiring useful historical knowledge and perspective, students develop critical thinking and problem-solving skills that will help them manage and use information now and in the future. NHD participation is truly an experience that lasts a lifetime.

When brought to completion, the National History Day project is a mixture of reading, writing, spelling, grammar, history, statistics, ethics, logic, critical thinking, computer science, graphic arts, analytical understanding, self-learning of one or more technical or specialty fields and (if the project is entered in formal competition) public speaking and presentation in front of expert judges.

An NHD project can be self-validating and exciting because it builds self-esteem and confidence.  NHD projects allow students to become experts on a topic and share their research and knowledge with their community and peers. When such studies are undertaken in earnest, the students often become driven by their projects. 

Participation in NHD is rewarding.  Participation in the NHD program may lead to awards at NHD district, state and national contests. Winners at regional/district contests have the opportunity to compete for additional awards at state and national NHD competitions. Students have a chance to receive cash prizes and scholarships and to present their work in a public forum. The contests are also a great opportunity for students to interact with other kids from across the state and across the country. 


Your child’s teachers will provide him/her with a timeline of important due dates so you can help your child navigate the project.   We hope you will join us in our enthusiasm for the project.  Your participation is needed; we must work together as a team to support our students in achieving academic success.  We think this project will provide a fun and inspiring way of getting students to actively participate in their own education.   If you have any questions, you may contact your child’s History and/or English teachers by phone or e-mail.  Visit the National History Day Web-Site and view the links for students and parents at www.nationalhistoryday.org
Sincerely,

Mr. Scott McGrady




Mrs. Julie Chortanoff

11th grade US history




11th grade Language Arts
