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About Internet Archive

• Non profit founded in 1996 by Brewster Kahle
• Universal access to human knowledge 
• Officially designated a library by the state of 

California (2007)
• Built on open source software and dedicated to 

open source principles
• Current archive is 150 billion pages
• Largest publicly accessible web archive: 
www.archive.org

http://www.archive.org
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Open Source Technology 
primarily developed by Internet Archive and IIPC

• Heritrix: web crawler - crawls and captures pages
• Wayback Machine: access tool for rendering and viewing

pages. Displays archived web pages--surf the web as it 
was.

• NutchWAX: Open source search engine. Standard full-text
search 

• WARC File: archival file format used for preservation – 
ISO standard

How do we collect it?
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• Web based application that allows users to create, manage and 
preserve collections of born digital content.

• Annual subscription service, includes hosting, access and 
storage 

• Partners do not need significant technical infrastructure or 
personnel resources

• Functions include: harvesting, scoping, full text search, 
cataloging with metadata, reports and analysis of collections

Archive-It

www.archive-it.org
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   Archive-It Partners

First deployed in January 2006
Current total: 102 partners

• 39% University and Public Libraries 
• 30% State Archives and Libraries
• 10% High Schools
• 10% Non Government Non Profits
• 5% National Libraries
• 4% Federal Institutions
• 2% Museums

• http://www.archive-it.org/public/partners
 

http://www.archive-it.org/public/partners
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Access = Use = Funding
• Various ways to access collections online:
– Private web application with login/password
– Archive-It public website
– Partners website: landing pages with 

institutions’ layout,  look and feel
– Restricted and private access options available

Access to Born Digital Content
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What is compelling about 
archived web content?

• “At risk” content needs to be preserved 
before it is lost 

• More primary source information is only 
available in born-digital format

• Diverse range of content included in one 
location (website)

• Need to document history from multiple 
perspectives for future generations
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Archive-It Application











Web App Screen shot
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How Partners Use Archive-It
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Stanford University, Islamic and Middle 
Eastern Collection

Purpose: harvest and preserve Iranian Blogs
• Archiving over 300 blogs written by and for

Iran and the Iranian people 
• Also includes coverage of current Iranian 

elections
• Partner since February 2008
• 16 million URLs, 1.4 terabytes of data
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Virginia Tech University

Purpose: capture an event as it unfolds on the 
web and changes rapidly

• Quick set-up and archive on demand
• University sites, news sites, blogs
• Crisis, Tragedy and Preservation Consortium 
• Northern Illinois University shooting (Feb 08)
• 5.3 million URLs, 330 gigabytes of data
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Electronic Literature 
Organization

Purpose: archive born digital literature
• Poems and stories that are generated by 

computers, either interactively or based on 
parameters given at the beginning

• Collect individual works, collections/journals, 
and critical opinion

• Archive-It Partner since July 2007
• 5.6 million URLs, 340 gb of data
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2009 – 2010 Programs

• K12 Web Archiving Program
• 9 schools 2008 – 2009 
• www.archive-it.org/k12/
• Applications for 2009 -2010 program begin mid 

July:  www.loc.gov/teachers

• Spanish User Interface
• Global Spanish speaking partners
• US Hispanic Population

http://www.archive-it.org/k12/




www.archive-it.org/k12/
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Thank you!

Molly Bragg 
Partner Specialist
415.561.6799, ext. 6
mbragg@archive.org

Kristine Hanna
Director, Web Archiving 

Services
415.561.6799m ext. 5
kristine@archive.org

www.archive-it.org


